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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


VESDROPPINCxHPROB' 


0 id FB r try To sm ear Dr. King 


WASHINGTON — The Senate 
ntelligenoc Committee is invests 
a ting allegations that the ITBl 
lied t^^smear the late JQrjdaitiP ' 
.oth er TO iig by spreading stories, 
ihduriiirsex life. '•' .• 

Some • senators regard this as a- 
lassie abuse of police power. It 
iill get special attention,..there:' 
lore, from the committee."' • > ' 

i)r. King won the Nobel peace 
.-rize for his nonviolent crusade to 
'.ain equal,rights {pr black Ameri* 
ins. He faced the police dogs and • 
ire hoses of Soutliern sheriffs 
viihoul flinching. His cry, ”We 
hall overcome,*' stirred his peo¬ 
ple.-■ •' - . ■ . ^ 

Dr. King’s rlietoric. however, ;; 
iod hini into a'collision with the 
ate, powerful FBI chief J. Edgar 
■’oover. This became one of liie • 
.amous feuds of the 1960s. 


, Jac^; 
Anderson 

with Les Whittens 


Comment 


senate investigators are now 
irying to determine whether Hoo* . 
ver used the FBI to carry on liis 
vendetta against Dr. King. They;, 
want to .know who ordered the . 
snooping and who leaked the sex - 
'lories to the press. They are also * 
searching for FBI agents wlio parr 
fiepated in the actual surveillance « 
of the civil rights leade^. • 

We were the first to reveal on 
May 24. 1968. that the FBI had 
lapped Dr, King's telephones. We 
reported that the wiretaps had.di- 
.^vulged information about his al¬ 
leged love affairs, a subject that ^ 
was none of..the FBI's business. .* • 
Now, more than seven years lat¬ 
er, we have dug deeper Into Ujc 


“^lory for Uic answers the senators * 
are seeking. ' 

There is bitter disagreement 
over who first suggested tliat the 
. FBI eavesdrop on Dr. King.\But m 
j (^tobpr i963, ‘Hoover obtained —t 
1 jfcme say wangled — aaaemoran-l 
(um from then-Atty. Gen, Robert! 

1 .ennedy - authorizing tl^e conlro-t 
i'ferslaTw^taps. . • 


J The official justification was 
determine whether Dr.- King hai 

I any :secret ties witli theXommul 
' ■: nists. But the only s^cret dealingi 
i that, the wiretaps'Tevealcd were 
/'. wth women.-llis dynamism! and 
courage had made him ajl.tractiye 
. to many women.'^ .. f 

I Here are examples of the sort of' 
; smut that the FBI collected about 
; Nobel prize winner: y /i ': 
i the FBI'bugged his suite in’ 
Washington's elegant, old Willard 
I . Hotel. He allegedly drank , too i 
many "Black* Russian" concio- 
;tions, bragged of his sexual.prow^l 
J ess to a woman visitor and,tlienj 
'proceeded ta'proyejus .boast-^ -*" ■ 

. : IN LAS VEGAS, Dr.^ng alleg-b 
^edly picked ft^ anFBrinformanti 
.who • reported to the FBI ilexfi 
mornuig that he had paid her $1001 
to spend the night with him.* t' i 
■ i ' ANOTHER TIME, he allegedlyl 
ibecame ' intoxicated and made,, 
^Ipasses at a woman rn’a:New York ; 
^ City hotel. -The secret' FBI sumT 1 
mary of the Incident reported tliat l 
"King threatened to leap from the i 
; 13tli floor jvindow of the: hotel if 1 
this woman would nof say she.1 
loved liim." '' - % *7. -v;: • 

^ i 'THE ClA forwarded a raw, un-3 
^verified rcjwrt to the FBI that Dr. \ 

I "King threatened to leap from Uie. 

(woman through an O.slo hotel dur -f 
^ jing his Norway visit to receive the ) 
^Nobel peace prize.’ ‘ ' 
yilE FBI also monitored > Dr¬ 
iving's relationship with the vivas 
^ I clous wife of a Los Angeles den- 
_ jtisti. Hie FBI called it an "illicit 
‘‘ ; affair." The woman insisted the' 
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DrTHingl^^iiiicit Sex 
Life M omtored By FBL_^ 


By JACK ANDERSON 
with LESS WHITTEN 
WASHINGTON - The Sen¬ 
ate Intelligence Committee is 
investigating allegations that 
the FBI tried to smear the late 
Dr. M ar ti n 
Lutjhc^iarJg”by 
s'p reading ^ 
sioriis about his ? w 

sex life, •sSW 


L-; 

I: 


tors regard this ^ 4 

as 'a classic 1^ 
abuse of police 

4ct special at’ np’ A jp W 
rention, there- 
/ore. from the 
committee. 

•Dr. King won the Nobel peace 
prize for his nonviolent crusade 
to gain equal rights for black 
Americans. He faced the police 
dogs and fire hoses of southern 
sheriffs without flinching. His 
cry, "We shall overcome," 
stirred his people. 

Dr, King’s rhetoric, however. 


led him into a collision with the 


’’laic, poweriUi roi Ctiiei, u. 
Edgar Hoover. This became 
' one of the famous feuds of the 
1960s. 

Senate investigators are now 
\ trying to determine whether 


on his vendetta against Dr. 

' King. They want to know who 
, ordered the snooping and who 
; leaked the sex stories to thi 
i I'press. They arc also searchinfe 
V.for FBI agents who parlicipaf 
{' .od in the actual surveillance c|[ 

‘ the civiTrighls leader. 

V We were the first to reveal on 
I ^ay 21. 1968, that the FBI had 
; lapped Dr. King’s telephones. 
1 Wc reported that the wiretaps 
1 had divulged information about 
' his alleged love affairs, a sub- 
^Jecl that was nono of the FUFl 
I business. 

Now, more than seven years 
I later, wc have dug deeper into 
I the story of the answers the 
sena tors .are seeking, - v 


tamed — some say uv?;gl"^» - 
a rtTFmnrmtium from then At-, 
lorncy General Robert Ken¬ 
nedy authorizing the controver¬ 
sial wiretaps. 

•ThA nfficia! justification was 
to determine whether Dr. King 
had any secret ties with the 
communists. But the only se¬ 
cret dealings that the wiretaps 

revealed were with women. His 
dynamism and courage had 
made him attractive to many 
women. • 

^ Here arc examples of the sort 
^of smut that the FBI collected 
^bout the Nobel prize winner: 

\ — The FBI bugged his suite 
i in Washington’s elegant, old 
Willard Hotel. He allegedly 
drank too many "Black Rus¬ 
sian" concoctions, bragged of , 
his sexual prowess to a woman 
I visitor and then proceeded 
prove his boast. i 

' ^ In Las Vegas, Dr. King alj 

ledcdly picked up an FBI infoy- 
mant who reported to the FBI 
next morning tnat he had paid 
her $100 to spend the night with 
him. • 

— Another lime, he allegedly) 
became intoxicated and raade^j 
passes at a ^man'in’ a New 
York City hotel. The secret FBI 
report says Dr. King 
thrcaioned to jump from the 
29t,h floor window of the hotel if 
this woman wmUd not say she 
loved him." 


aonic surveillance of Dr. King, 
according to our sources, until 
his death in April 1968, The lat¬ 
est secret sex report we savf 
was dated Feb. 20, 1968. 

In other words, the FBI con- < 
tinued listening to Dr. King's 
most private conversations for ‘ 
nearly five years. Yet during 
^ all this time, the FBI picked up 
*no evidence that he had com¬ 
mitted a crime or was likely to 
commit one. 

J. Edgar Hoover’s boys just } 
kept filling up folders with titil- ' 
lating tidbits. Idle gossip and 
^ vicious slander about Dr. King. ^ 
^His FBI dossier can only be de¬ 
scribed, therefore, as a black- 
: mail file. 

Indeed, we can prove that 
FBI officials tried to peddle’ 
^embarrassing items about 
•^ing to newsmen. Our Fm; 
^ sources also say that Hooverp 
loyal sidekick, the late Cly® 
j Tolson, sent the Willard Hotel 
*lape annonymously to the civil 
rights leader’s wife, Coretta 


» — The CIA forwarded a raw, 
\invcrified report to the FBI 


'1 But the blackmail apparently 
;*‘didn’l work. Dr. King's close' 
friend and associate, Rep.i 
Walter Fauntroy, told us the' 
late leader was fully aware of- 
"the FBI’s surveillance and,’ 
: wasn’t the least deterred by it. 

j He didn't even mind a news¬ 
papers published the blackmail 
, information because he felt it 


that Dr. King, totally naked, 
chased a woman through an 
Oslo hotel during his Norway 
visit to receive the Nobel peace 
prize. 




himself, said Fauntroy. 


Fool note;■ After Dr. King’s 


~ The FBI also monitored 
Dr. King'R relallmishlp with (ho 
vivacious wlfo of a Los Angulrs 
donllst. The FBI called it aq 
"illicit affair." The woman In-' 
tho rolalionshin u/a« 


dcr.vh, the FBI continued to 
monitor the activities of hl$ 
successor, the Roy, Ralph 

Ahyn.->thy. 


II I I'nitnl 


GOTOKAY 

There Is bitter disagreement 
over who first suggested that 
^thcvSfiJUMuuasdrop on. Dr .'King. 


/'merely a friendship." / 

^ As part of its continuing sur¬ 
veillance, the FBI bugged Dr. 
King's hotel suite in Atlantic 
City during the 1964 Democrat¬ 
ic convention. But apparently 
nothing of significance was^ 
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relationship was "merely a friend¬ 
ship." ‘ 

AS 1>AKT of its continuing sijr- 
Mveillance, the FBI bugged Ir, 
King's hotel suite in Atlantic City 
during the’ 1964 Democratic con¬ 
vention. But apparently notliing of 
^ significance was picked up. The 
'FBI continued, its electronic sur¬ 
veillance of Dr. Martin. Luther 
King, according to our sources, 
until his death in April 1968. The 
latest secret sex report was dated 
Feb, 20,1968. - ' 

In, other words, the FBI contin¬ 
ued listening to Dr.,'King's most 
private conversations for nearly 
five years. Yet during all this 
'•^time, tlie FBI picked up no evi¬ 
dence—lhati he had committed a 
crime or was likely • to commit 
one. J. Edgar Hoover's boys just 
kept filling up folders with titillat¬ 
ing tidbits, idle gossip and vicious 
,|lander about the great Dr. Kinb. 
flis FBI dossier can only be d«- 

i ribed, Ihereforfe, as a blackmail 
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'(motors rrooe lomg w ir^mppiu^ 

Hv ^ni-T/^rion t stories to thc pre'is. Th?yJ m p;vrt of its coptinuinc - ^Inicusl^erA a tape of a \\ 

^ j i- “ tr/T ♦ also scarcliinfj for i’BIjNtniai.r-', the ftl bi’g.jed jt'oiei incTHciitto llie civit ri^ls 

and WlUtfcn * - • •• • . . t . . . t —:_ *.>—.;^irr.-;T/n»^-uTifB-T'rtr 6 fT.. Kni 2 . 


SO?: stories to thc press, ihcyt As p;vrt of its cootinuioc -■•--{tncu gi> s en^a tape oi j ?> ♦y 
arc also scarchinf^ for i’BIjNtniaj.r--, the iTIil begged incidciitto the civn r it.ius 
agents who pariicipated in thclKing’s hoiel suite in Atlanticj»e 3 ucrs 'Wife,Cor enj Kin g, 
surxeilhnce of the civil rights! City during the l‘J54 Democratic tjie bbckT.nil, appar- 

leader.. National Coiivcnrion. But ap-jcntly. didn’t work. King's close 

j V.'e ’’-•ere the first to reveal c^'lparentiy r.cthir.sofsign'ficanccjf-'.^nd and associate, Dei. Wai* 


Vhe Senate iDtellificnco com- curing loe lao^iL'UiuuiiJill, me DiacKT.nu, appar- 

•tice is investigaliu^UegO' • National Convention. But ap-jcntly. didn’t work. King's close 

.ns that the FBrtri.''/Vi'Ane 3 rt reveal c'^lparentiy r.cthir.sofsign'ficancc'ff.^r.d and associate, Dei. Wai* 

Aaic Martin ^ d|wa5p;ckfcclup. lier Faunlroy, (D-D.C.h J.oU u.", 

foreaQing stories about h^sj Kings telephones. Y.ci tr.i pyo.linueu its e’ec*jKingv»'asowareof trHiFBIssur- 

,j‘f. I rc'oorted that the wiretans haoL_•__«.# vinn «k/»,lv<»*linn •» and wasn’t tb#t least 


t.frcm the committee. 


Kev/, more tr:an seven years —-h'TL.. fm ... 

....Mator u.'f» hnv<* itnr» h.tol OtnCf WOruS, the__FBI Cv. 


hurl the FBI mure than Liuiscu, 


we snaji uvetuuiut., mu- 
1 his people. 


ta inesonc say. wan^;Ie d—a | ^he. 


detailing a convcrsatina Itc hau 
. held v.ith his wife. He said it 


I The nlficbl |Cbr^cc M. Keilcy, Ims t.>:ev H 

i .0 dct .1 .'.line ■.\ l;i,iner King Ilia N*-*‘*-■ o 3the pivi out of *.iio 0i?.efCin3UB| 

,'nate invcMinatovs Oin now!,,ny recrei ties v.iih Co iiim- Indeed, we L.tr. prov^e ili:.tFBI conipletely undcr|lt 

:; iiig io deteriiiiric wr;cthT*r But Dko or,’-, secret ccal- cfj'ifiel.'i: podel? eoibor* j the FUl is as horcsiand 
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/FBI ‘BlackmaT" 
Oo King Found 

By JACK ANDERSON 
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\J^7'ASH1NGT0N. — The Se nate TntoU i. 
^ T y geiite Committee is investigating al¬ 
legations that tte FBI tried to smear Dr. 
M.a'^lD^LytlicrHCiog 4r--J>y spreading 
stories about his sex life. 

Some senators regard this as a clas¬ 
sic abuse of police power. It will get spe¬ 
cial attention, therefore, froi®. the 
committee. 

King won .the Nobel Peace Prize for 
his nonviolent crusade to gain equal rights 
for black Americans. He faced the police 
dogs and fire hoses of Southern sheriffs 
without flinching. His cry, “We shaU over¬ 
come/* stirred his people. 

^ King’s rhetoric, however, led him into 
V collision with the powerful FBI chief, J. 
Edgar Hoover. This became one of the fa¬ 
mous feuds of the 1960s. 

Senate investigators are now trying 
\ to determine whether Hoover used the 
• FBl4o-54?ff on his vendetta against lUng. 
They want to know who orde r e d lim 
snooping and who leaked the sex stories 
^ to the press. They are also searching for 
FBI agents who participated in the actual 
surveillance of the civil rights leader. *• 
\: We were the first to reveal on May^ 

24, J968, that the FBI had tapped King's*’ 
telephones. We reported that the wiretapsf 
had divulged information about his al-* 

* \ l68®d love affairs, a subject that was none^ 

. of the FBI's business. - ' ' 

NOW, MORE THAN seven years J 
later, we have dug deeper into the story 
* for the answers the senators arc seeking. 

There is bitter disagreement oyer ’ 
who first suggested that the FBI eaves¬ 
drop on King. But in October, 1963, 
Hoover obtained — some say wangled — a 
memorandum from then-Atty. Gen, 
Robeet-Jfetflsdy authorizing the contro¬ 
versial wiretaps. 

Tiie official justificatTon was to deter¬ 
mine whether King bad any secret ties 
W'ith the Communists. But the only secret 
dealings that the wiretaps revealed were 
with women. His dynamism and courage 
had made him attractive to many women. 

^ Here are examples of the sort of 

\ 8mut that the FBI colIectecL about the 
Nobel prize winner: ' " I n 
, • The FBI bugg^ Wk^stflte in Wash¬ 

ington’s elegant, old Willard Hotel. He al- 
legedly drank too mbWlJblack Russian** 
concoctitm^ .bi:agft(rtQ|j^ sexual prow- 
theaVocieded : 


•a* — ' JL ^ ^ * IT" ^ A ^ ^ * • 


• In Us Vegas, King alleged ^plcked, 

\ up an FBI inf ormant who reported to the 

FBI next morning that he had paid her 
SlOO to spend the night with him. ; 

• Another time, he allegedly became 

\ intoxicated and made passes at a woman 
in a New York City hotel. The secret FBI 
summary of the incident reported that 
“King threatened to leap from the 13th 
floor window of the bote! if this woman 
would not say she loved him.** 

V • The CIA forwarded a raw, unveri- 
^ fied report to the FBI that King, totally 
naked, chased a woman through an Oslo 
hotel during his Norway visit to receive 
^ the Nobel peace prize. 

^ • The FBI also monitored King’s rela¬ 

tionship with the vivacious wife of a Los 
^Angeles dentist. The FBI called it an 
“illicit affair.” The woman insist^ the 
relationship was “merely a friendship.” 

V s As part of its continuing surveil¬ 
lance, the rai bugged King’s hotel suite 
in Atlantic City during the 1964 Demo- 
• _ c rei t c • uof r r ention. But apparently nothing 
^pf significance was picked up. ^ ’ 

. ..The FBI continued its electronic sur- 
‘ veillance of King, according to our 
■ sources, until his death in April, 1968. The 
latest secret sex report we saw was dated 

\ Feb. 20,1968. 

In other word.s, the FBI continued lis¬ 
tening to King’s most private conyersa- 

\ tions for nearly five years. Yet'during all 
this time the FBI picked up no evidence 
that he had committed a crime or was 
likely to commit one. Hoover’s boys just 
kept filling up folders with titillating tid- 
w bits, idle gossip and vicious slander about 
^ the great Dr. King. His FBI dossier can 
only be described, therefore, as a black* 
mail file. 

^ INDEED, WE CAN prove that FBI 
^officials tried to peddle embarrassing 
^items about King to newsmen. Our rai 
sources also say that Hoover’s loyal side- 
f kick, the late Clyde Tolson, sent the Wil¬ 
lard Hotel tape anonymously to the civil 
rights leader’s wife, Coretta King. ' / • 

, But the blackmail, apparently, didn’t 
' work. King’s close friend and associate, 

X Rep. Walter Fauntroy <D-D.C.), told us the 
late leader was fully aware of the FBra 
surveillance and wasn't the least deterred 
I by it.,—- • -. V ■ * ’ 
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.Atlaiyt a'Seeking Data on King Slayi ng ^ 

MEMPHIS, Tenn.—The Atlanta Police DepaHmcrT 
has sent two intelligence officers here to check possi¬ 
ble ngw^formation in the 1968 slaying of ^r. Martin 
Lutherlung Jr., a spokesman said yesterday. 


LuthSKing Jr., a spokesman said yesterday. 

—rSei^okesman said the officers will try to talk to 
Atty. Gen. Ray Ashley in Nashville tod^ and later 
may try to meet with Houston attorney Percy Fore¬ 
man, one of Ray’s origiriai lawyers. “This is not a rou¬ 
tine investigation,'* the spokesman said. “Some of it 
(the information) checks out and some of it doesn t. 

Another spokesman said the information, received 
last month by Atlanta Police Commissioner Reginald 
Eaves, is inconclusive as to a possible conspiracy in 
the slaying. He would not go into detail but said the 
information relates to smuggling and narcotics in¬ 
volving either confessed killer ^ames Earl Ray or the 
„ itself, • *' 
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?©ssb1e Conspiracy^n Dr,. King Killing* Investigate^, 


>. By WAYNE KING 

Spfci»\ to The New Ycek Tlmei 

ATLANTA. July 23-*-Allanta 
■iblic Safety Commissbner, A. 
f^inaJd paves, said tifcay that 
'^ 1 ' city {k>2ice detect^es were 
iat;nuing tKeir investigation 
itp allegations fhat the Rev. 
’rj>!aptin Luther Kin Jrr^as 
:ie victim of a conspiracy rath- 
'■ than of the lone assassin 
ime Earl Ray. Mr. Eaves said 
c ‘expected a full report by 
rlday or Monday. At that 


^tred that there was “no sub¬ 


stance” to the allegations. 

Mr. Watson, the informant, 
was convicted on drug charges 
in 1972 and spent two years 
in prison. His latest conviction 
came in May of this year. 

Commissioner Eaves said to¬ 
day that the fact that the infor¬ 
mant was a convicted felon 
should not, by itself, discredit 
his allegations 

The F.B.I., after preliminary 
checks of information provided 
. , by Mr. Watson through Mr. 

ne he..6ajd a determinatmn| g^ves, has dropped its inquiry 


ould be made as to whether 
formation developed from a 
' I'lUen statement by a convict- 
t drug-selie was sufficient to! 
arrant further inquiry or pos- 
hie indictments. The commis* 
oner said he was not sure 
t this time whether the Atlan- 
a .authorities would attempt 
o move on their own, if war-, 
mted, or if they would request] 
ederal action. / 

The |t four city deiectiwSj 
vorkiijg on the case have c^- 


and considers the matter 
closed. 

Drug Traffic Emphasized 
A few days ago, Mr. Eaves 

ca IlltAll'W'WMjr 

criticai of the F.B.I. “Our intel¬ 
ligence detectives, to date, have 
been denied access to the infor 
mat ion the F.B.I. now has in 
tiheir files,” Mr. Eaves said. 

He said that “local F.B.I. 
officials here in Atlantic who 
normally cooperate with us 
seemed unwilling to share in 
formation conceding the 


i’JCt/d inquiries jn Atlanta, inj_ 

Mernphis and Knoxville, Tenn., 

and m Kentucky. Mr. Eaves “Without the cooperation of 
said. T) n pi" r A 1*7\t-1 ih^ F.R.i,,** he said, “my invest 

The“3^ffeCttves^r^ working ^tors are presently interview- 
on le^s provided by Rabert Ag persons who are supposed 

B yron>*Watson. 21 years ^.u--- 

now serving a live-year FederM Ny 


to be knowledgeable concern 
ing the alleged conspiracy.^1_I 

In an interview .today Mf.lT^' 
Eaves sais that the infonmation 
checked so far "proved to be 
about 95 per cent accurate.” 

However, he conebded that 
this information did mot relate 
directly to the allegations con¬ 
cerning the King assassination. 

A source familiar with the con¬ 
tents of the Watson statement 
said that most of it dealt with 
drug traffic, and hat the con¬ 
spiracy allegations were brief, 
although at least .two of the 
alleged, conspirators, were 
named. 

Mr. Eaves said today that 
“I do not know of two, possibly 
three, persons” who were said 
to be connected with the al¬ 
leged conspiracy. 

According to Mr. Watson's 
statement, a source said, one 
of the men he says he over¬ 
heard told another he was 
going to shoot Dr.. King and 
frame someone . for iL There 
are also suggestions in the 
statement that there was some 
connection with one of the 
Kennedy assassinations. . 

A Federal fudge has ordaped 
a psychiatric examination 
Mr. Watson. 
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sentence for conspiracy to dis 
tribute cocaine. ! 

A 42-page statement drawn’ 
up and sworn to by Mr. Watson 
was delivered to Mr. Eaves 
about a month ago. 

Mr. Eaves said today that 
at the time the statement was 
qiven to him via a third party, 
“a party whom I aspect,” he 
was not aware that the same 
information had been given to 
the Federal Bureau of Investi¬ 
gation on April 7, 1^1. 

A spokesman for the F.B.I. 
in Washington said that inter¬ 
rogation 0 ? Mr. Watson at that 
time indicated that his account 
of the killing had been fabricat-^ 
ed. Mr. Watson said that he 
had overheard two men in the; 
Atlanta business .where he^ 

«..._rN«> ] 

-wumcru ajuijih a^«,| 

King a week before the civil 
rights leader was slain on April 
1 4, 196a. 

The bureau nonetheless con- 
ucted an inquiry, th^^F.B.I. 
‘s^kesman said, and 
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Assoc. Dir. 



‘S worn S tatem ent’ A lleging Plot 
In Dr. King's Death Is RepeHed 


A JLAJ^TA, June 20 (AP)— 

I statement contending Wt-bWe 
was a conspiracy in slaying 
(Of Dr. Martin Luthe^-'King Jr., 
j the civil rights leader, has been 
I given to Atlanta authorities, 
J Police Commissioner Reginald 
I Eaves said Friday. 

Mr. Eaves said that the 
“sworn statement*' that alleges 
that someone in addition to 
James Earl Ray participated in 
Dr. King’s slaying “warrants 

our serious consideration.’' 

The Commissioner said that 
he would not identify the per¬ 
son who provided the informa¬ 
tion but said it was delivered 
by a second party he described 
as "someone 1 respect a great 
I deal.’’ ^ 

tf — -r . , 

Mr. Eaves said that if the 
material proved to havfi,suffi-l 
cient substance for a thorough 
investigation, he would turn it' 
f over to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. 

^ A spokesman for the F.B.L 
m Atlanta said. “We don’t * 
know anything about it. We’re 
I C Qnductinc. no inves tigat ion.’' 
j_Ray,■ who' aamiitea^'in 

year prison sentence. 

Jater attempted to 
innocent, 

and one of his attorneys said, 

ihft Mr P conspiracy and 
that Mr. Ray was set up as 
a fall guy and was not a%rt 
Of the conspiracy.’’ ^ 

Eaves said 
t^at the documents delivered to 
‘>cll.written’' and 
that they included many “facts 
dates and events.’’ He said that 
within two 
charges 

dociim»r,<^- ..4rc 

suTiicicnno request an F.BI 
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I have never Iwen the sort of person who 
sees an evil conspiracy behind every death 
of every controversial person. 

I have written nary a column supporting 
those who scream that Lee Harvey Oswald 
was not the sole killer of President Kenne¬ 
dy. I have not given speeches supporting 
James Earl Ray’s claim that he is not re¬ 
sponsible for Martin Luther King’s murder 
and that he deserves a new trial. 

As one who once sat on the Forty Com¬ 
mittee, which approved delicate CIA 
operations, and who never heard a word ‘ 
about the CIA killing anybody, obviously ; 
I’ve never grabbed TV time with a claim! 
ihat the United States w'as operating a sort | 
of Murder Inc., ifi^.£h.s.jCahbbean or an)^ ‘ 
place else. 

Yet, I confess that I’m shaken by the 
‘rash of recent stories alleging that the CIA 
handed out contracts to the Mafia for the 
murder of assorted people, presumably all 
foreigners. The Watergate revelations 
have thrown an aura of semi-believability 
around what used to seem to be ridiculous 
claims that G. Gordon Liddy and E. How- .' 
ard Hunt (two ex-CIA operatives) were in 
Dallas the day Kennedy was killed and 
were near the scene of the crime. I listen ' 
with an eerie tingle when someone re¬ 
minds me that Alabama Gov. George Wal¬ 
lace has speculated that someone with 
money, who stood to benefit politically j 
from ending his third-party campaign, had ! 
to be financing and directing Arthur \ 
Bremer, the man now imprisoned for al¬ 
most killing WalU ^pe., 

The terrible truth is that, after Water- ^ 
gate, few people doubt any stoiy of politi¬ 
cal madness, however implausible it may 

( have seemed a year or two ag(x 

A top FBI official confided to me several 
years ago that the late J. Edgar Hoover 
was livid when Dr. King was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize. Hoover talked with a 
few aides about the fact that King had 
I tried, as a teen-ager, to commit suicide. 

I Either Hoover, or one of his minions, do- 
cidsd-ihiii the "suicidal lenBency"^might 
!| be rea ctiv ated if the.FBI sent to King’s 




' ~ Gen. Inv. _ 

Ndvv Doubt on Kind’s Death 

.— .^ 

Pt ■ A'ipfUr ^i-obo,o.o,, _ 

‘ 1//^ |/ Plon. & Evol 

* i i j f Spec. Inv. _ 

^ ^oun, ji 

1 * etephone Rm. 

I wife a surreptitious recording made of a Difector Sac y 

party nriting’s suite in a* V i tijlira gton 
hotel. 

I Mrs. Coretta King has now admitted 
1 that such a tape was received, but she is 
quoted as saying that neither she nor her ^ 

late husband felt that it was damaging to P 

them. So King did not commit suicide. 

Meanwhile, in 1964. Hoover told President 
Lyndon B. Johnson (who then told civil 
rights leaders like Roy Wilkins of the 
NAACP and Whitney Young of the Nation¬ 
al Urban League) that one of King’s most 
influential advisers was a secrc" 

Communist. 

"We’ve followed him regularly to Mexi . ^ . 

CO where he meets secretly with a top Sovi- » / \ / / /% 

et intelligence official, but’we’ve never / \ // y > 

been able to get a photograph of King’s j y »i 

friend with the Russian spy,” I was in- \ I'TfI N I 

formed by an FBI official. \ ^ v) i 

I Told of this, -Tohp.scn .a sked certain civil \ ^ ^ ^ 

i rights leaders to convince King that if he ^ V 

continued to be influenced by this so-called I 

Soviet spy, he would wreck the civil rights 
I movement. King agreed to ditch the al- 

I leg^ spy, but a few weeks later Johnson, I Washington Post- 

land other top government officials were Washington Star-News —(Cl 

1 treated to FBI stories (maybe valid. Daily News (New York)_ 

maybe mt) that King was now seeing the _ 

aUeged Commuiust secretly. _ 

You sit remembering that many people The National Observer_ 

detested King for what he was doing to ^he Los Angeles Times_ 

break up the olcFJjxrrcrow order. After the 

! FBI launched its whispering campaign,- - - ^ „ 

mtiny Americans believed he was a MAK ^ O b 

’’Commie” out to destroy this country. d„ic__ 

Other segments of this society despised • 

him for the harsh things he was saying A . - ’ i 
about U.S. military involvement in Indo- / \ - . Msrf- 

* china. LLLL iC tf ’ 

» You remember those things and are A\/ ' i 

j forced to wonder if King’s assassination / 'j ^ jL Jl/J 

j was merely the deed of one man. The more //jff- / ^ __ 

j one hears these stories of nefarious/^ 
j schemes and gross abuses by the dirty » A I 

I tri( jcster s of the intellige nce cnoy nunitv. u iji Aue 5-T 

* the casieri? becomes to doubt. |\| 

How poisoned the atmosphere becomes. / N 
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,. '"j\rrangements Reponea - _ , - _ ., 

' By-NICHOLAS M. HORROCK A spokesman for the bureau ; o p 

■- ^ pcfiti to Tht Twit Tim« said it had “no comment” on The tape and the package had] 
WASHINGTON, March 8 — I the alJeged harassment of Dr. ’ been prepared so they could not 
. >The Federal Bureau of Investi- • 'be traced, one source said. He 

''^gallon mailed what some - !Tnc former high offi-. said Mr. Hoover wanted the 
agents considered an “unsa* * cifil who brought the matter tape mailed from somewhere in 


be traced, one source said. He I 
said Mr. Hoover wanted the[ 
tape mailed from somewhere int 

.''‘Vory“ tape recording made {to the attention of. The New Florida and that Mr. SuUivanj 
r^from an eiectronic room bug York-Times asked to remain had ordered a special agent toj 
'^to Corelta King to frighten her anonymous in the expectation . fiy to Tampa and mail the tape| 
"" hu.sb.nnjjl, the Rev. Dr. Martin that. he might be called to tes« i to • Mrs. King. The source, 
>Lutb£i<Kint^ halting hu ' tify^jn iovestifations of the bu* I stressed that the agent had no, 

% criticism of the bureau, accord-. reau.i • : • i idea of the contents. | 

V^'Thg to a former high official of • Dig said that in late 1964, The source said ^at Mr.] 
'•'"the agency. .‘rafter Dr. King criticized the [ Hoover believed the sending of] 

The mailing of the tape re-* F-BT- for having assigned; the tape’to "Mrs. King, would 
ceding to Mrs. King was part a^eols >vith Southern back- stop Dr. King’s criticism of the 
or nearly a decade of ’‘harass- v grounds to handle civil rights bureau and taeak up Jiis mar- 
'•hient” of the late civil rights ^ cases, the late director, J. Ed-. p age as well. x 

leader by the bureau, several rgar Hoover, ordered William C. f 
'former agents and officials say.;- Sullivan, then in charge of the! . Mrs- King said in a telephone 
r* One retired agent, Arthur r bureau’s counterintelligence, op-> interview that • she recalled re- 
’. MUrtagh. who was attached xo l ’ , f cejvmg a tape recording in Jan- 


•. to* the way they went after 


Jimmy Hoffa,” i. traced to the F.B.l. jtm and i listened to the tape 

; Yet there was nevcr"V“crim- ^be source said that a copy and we found much of it unin- 

- • ’ inal prosecution of Dr King ® recording was made jtelligible. We concluded there 

, and. these former FBI men by the bureau’s laborato/y. It ;was nothing in the tape to dis- 

j say. there was a “dubious” na- ^ was wrapped in a small plain, credit him,". 

•tional security rationale for unmarked.package with no re*^ I Mrs. King said that she and 

. ' ' what they said were thousands ji^'*'‘rn address, and delivered to .’her husband immediately real- 

of hours of electronic and phys- Mr. Sullivan's office, .the source {ized that the tape had been 

‘ ' icaf surveillance. These sources fsaid." and ‘It had been ad-made covertly and "presumed’’ 

. - believe that the alleged harass- {dressed to Mrs. CoretU King, lit had been made by the F.B.T. 

. ment of Dr. King should be in- 'Atlanta. Ca. , c-#-^Mr. Murtagh, 53 years bid, 

i vestigated by the Congressional ' Another source, attached toijwho now. lives' in Constable, 
committees on intelligence.j ithe bureau at the time, said |N.Y., said the “trick” of send- 

• Several have written to the! .’that he believed the recording ing the tape to Mrs. King to 

’ ■Senate Select Committee on In-f [was of a party held by Dr. King discredit her husband was well 

' r telUgence. t •— ^ j officials of the Southern {known “among senior agents in 

..The sending to a private cit- 1 Christian Leadership Confer-the Atlanta‘bureau and some 
, -'izen of a tape recording ob- ence, which Dr. King headed, of them bragged aboutrit as a 
tained by a national security in the Willard Hotel in Wash-srnart stunt.”< ■ ■ _ *_ 

; electronic surveillance is a vio- ington in the fall of J963. The, -According to two formw sen- 

J latiqn of F.B.l. regulations and source said the parly had been ior F.B.l. officials, a wiretap on 
. • ;> was a potential violation of the picked up by an F.B.l. electronic! Dr. King later picked up a con- 

- t Federal Communications Act bug in the room and .put .^nJ versation'in which Di. King 

«liU i'CUVJfJI VAAiq, vapu* —-- r J tvaw « tl ivuu Vli«l» wu 

“ The .Keurveillnnce of Dr. King Bureau officials, according to|concerned about the pressure 
'was briefly noted last year In sources at the lime, felt ihatjbeing placed upon him. 

;, a report by WiUiam B. Saxbe. the content of the tape was! S.C.L.C. sources from that 
j (hen (he Attorney General and detrimental to-Dr. King andiera say that Dr. King never 
' * Clarance M. Kelley, director of some of his associates because wavered in his leadership of 

• ^the F.B.L bureaus Coumcrin-i it recounted activities at the I the movement and that tha 


it could not be said. “As a matter of fact, Mar- 
F.B.I. Itin and I listened to the tape 


The source said that a copy and we found much of it unin- 
of a tape recording was made jtelligible. We concluded there 
by the bureau’s laboratory. It ;was nothing in the tape to dis- 
was wrapped in a small plain, credit him,”, | 

unmarked.package with no re-} Mrs. King said that she and 


; ment of Dr. King should be in- 
I vestigated by the Congressional 
committees on intelligence. 


r telllgence. xl. - ^ i 

^ The sending to a private cit- 
;' izen of a tape • recording ob- 
; tained by a national security 
electronic surveillance is a vio- 
j latipn of F.B.l. regulations and 
) was a potential violation of the 
f Federal Communications Act 


“ . The .^eurveillance of Dr. King 
' was briefly noted last year In 
;, a report by WiUiam B. Saxbe. 
) (hen (he Attorney General and 
* Clarance M. Kelley, director of 
. • ’ the F.B.L bureau’s Coumcrin* 
.^-^teiigence Program, or Cointel- 
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' ^teiigence Program, or Cointel- i>arty they thought did not con-harassment failed. 

; I pro. The report said that Coin- form with the rights leader’s The following incidents <A Mn 
rtelpro techniques included “hn^s-rrUissition as a.religious leader, harassment were either 


fSO^fV ij>Oe ^ 


; , vestigating the love life of a } 

group leader for'-dissemination 
V i to the pressdv Justice Depart-•"’J 
'! '».'i mdot oficials^. later identffi€^ 

; •the group leader as Dr. Km/ 

^4:AUG2 1 IQ/- 


Ibrs^Q 


harassment were either con-y 
ifirmed in earlier press accountsr 
or uncovered in interviews 
with jiigh bureau officials: 
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iy-<Mr. Murtagh and a former 
f^nior bureau official confirmed 
t the bureau tried to disrupt 
'plans for a banquet in. Atlanta 
in -«1964 by businesa leaders 
to laud Dr. King’s winning of 
the Nobel Prize. It included 
covert contacts with community 
leaders with charges about 1^, 
King's personal life. 

^Two former bureau offi- 
,cjaJ$ said that a “monograph” 
■on Dr. King’s personal life was 
circulated among Government 
officials by the bureau during 
the Kennedy Administration. 
President Kennedy became 
aware of.what-was going on 
and o^ered Mr. Hoover to re¬ 
trieve every copy of the mono¬ 
graph. f - .rs 

^Mr. Murtagh said that ef¬ 
forts at harassment of S.C.L.C. 
leaders continued - after Dr. 
King’s assassination in 1968. Me 
said he was‘ordered ^y bureau 
officials to obtain handwriting 
samples of Andrew Young, now 
»- Democratic Representative 
from Georgia, and Hosea Wil¬ 
liams to permit bureau experts 
to fprge letters over the Young 
and Williams signatures that 
would harm thei> careers. MrM. 
Murtagh said h« 'refused the 
assignment. ^ 

<9Two''former senior. F.B.I. 
officials said the bureau 
“routinely” sought to prevent 
Dr. King from receiving hono» 
rary degrees from colleges and 
universities by planting stories 


about his personaiiife, incltfd-1 
ing charges that he directed \ 
S.C.L.C. funds to his own use i 
and to Swiss bank accounts. 

, qMr. Murtagh and • other ^ 
sources said there was a con -1 
sistent practice of anonymous < 
telephone calls, sometimes to 1 
I make false fire alarm reports 1 
at locations where - Dr. King i 
was to speak and in other in- ! 
iStances to friends and associates ] 
of Dr. King trying to sow dis¬ 
trust among them. 

|i' Infiltration Believed ' j 
I In 1961 and 1962, bureau in- : 
[telligence experts reportedly ■ 
became convinced* that two ‘ 
members of the Communist 
party »bad infiltrated the 
S.C.L.C, The intelligence men 
urged then Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy to open a 
national security investigation 
of Dr. King, and he complied. 

I Reliabe sources said that Dr. 
King was under electronic sur¬ 
veillance weJ before Mr. Ken¬ 
nedy had made his decision. On 
two occasions, members of the 
! Kennedy - Administration 
warned the S.C-L.C. leaders to 
I disassociate themselves from 
the alleged Communists be* 
cause they were leaving Dr.- 
I King open to attacks by South- 
i em coniervatives in the Senate, 

I but Dr.'King refused to,do so 
[ Unless the Government pro- 
i duced evidence of jCo^unist, 
affiliation. ■ ' ’ 

In 1963, Mr. Kennedy author¬ 
ized a national security wiretap 
on Dr. King,’then legal under' 
federal lawi' Court teslimonyl 
and interviews with F.B.I. and 
Justice Department officials in¬ 
dicate that the electronic sur¬ 
veillance continued for at least 
two years, from 1963 to 1965, 
and produced a massive amount 
of recordings. One estimate 
held that-S.OOO,separate con- 
versations went on tape.-- 
Former agents said the room 


bugs were planted in hotels 
from coast to coast as Dr. King 
moved about the country. 

Despite this massive sur¬ 
veillance, veteran agents said, 
there Was never a recomm^- 
dation for prosecution for vio¬ 
lation of any Federal or State 
law. Nor. several sources said, 
.were grounds for any national; 
security concern' ever . estab-^ 
lishetL • c -jg 

Testimony In Casa ■ 

In a 1969 Federal court case 
involving the boxer Muham- 
med Ali. a Federal agent testi¬ 
fied that he believed the tapes 
from the King investigation 
had been destroyed. But other 
sources among former Bureau 
officials maintain that the 
tapes or transcripts of the 
tapes are still in the' bureau 
and may be part of the ma¬ 
terial disclosed 10 days ago 
by Attorney General Edward 
H. Levi. 

Mr. Murtagh said the bureau 
surveillance of the S.C.L.C. 
! failed because it ^concentrated 
' on gathering information 


about the mores and personal 
lives of the rights group’s offi¬ 
cials. - ■ ' . ^ 

“This was a little naive be¬ 
cause S.C.L.C. officials told 
me they couldn’t care, less,” 
Mr. Murtagh said.*-' ’ 

Under laws in force >when 
the tape was reportedly 
mailed, it was Iwth a potential • 
crime and violation of bu.- ■ 
reau regulations to usc^ the 
tape in this manner. 

The Federal Communications 
Act in force in 1964-1965 pro¬ 
hibited a police or Government 
agency from disclosing the-con¬ 
tents of a taped or bugged con¬ 
versation to a third party. An¬ 
other section of the Federal 
criminal statutes makes it a 
crime for Federal employes to 
convert Government property | 
and records to other ^than ^fi-j 
cial use. —— ^ ' i 
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^ FBI ‘ sex 
snoopers 
gave files 
to LB J ’ 

NEW YORK. Monday. 
THE FBI regularly supplied 
President Lyndon Johnson 
with details of the sexual 
escapades of prominent 
people. Including Martin 
Luther King Jr and a 
Republican Senator, 
according to Time maga- 
zine. 

Time stUd ycsterd.iy the Infor- 
iTUition was given to the presi¬ 
dent bv then FBI director J. 
Edgar Hooveir. who knew John¬ 
son "had a voracious appetite 
lor gossip." 

One report covered the sexual 
activities of a prominent Repub¬ 
lican Senator who frequented a 
.brothel in Chic.ago "and hiid 
tsome kinky sexual preferences 
‘ilnic said. 

The magazine said the Infor¬ 
mation came from the owner *i 

( K brothel who was really an FBI 
Informer. . .. 

After tlie President read the 
matcnal he was reported to have 
slapped his thigh with 
dclignU 

Erotic 

Johnson also received the 
transcript and tapes of Martin 
l.uther King Jr's bedroom aclivi- 
Ues Time claimed. 

"He read the accounts, which 
an aide described a.^ being like 
an erotic book." it added. 

Time s.ald Joiinsoii li.slened 
to Unices about the civil rights 
leader, who was later assas.si- 
ruited. "that even had the 
noises of the bedsiirlngs" 

Tlic magazine s.ild Hoover's 
deputy, Cartlia Deloach. *' be¬ 
came a courier to tlic White 
. 'House of Juicy cle.-inlugs Iroin 
/ Ure FBI." . . _ 

But Dcloftch said at his Con 
ireeticut ho:.iC ' " I w onldn l 

make anv comment. I left tlic 
I >31 five years aco and haven't 
' oven seen a blc since tlrrn 
"Vou d have to ask tlic FBI 
I about all this." 

nve ma*a7jne. wnUiout giving 
any .soiure, said John-son always 
Ixelieved President Joirn Kennedy 
was itssa.s.slnaled n.s the I’csult of 
a Communist conspiracy; that 
tlie Chinese Communists paid 
' fo- anti-Vietnam war d'-monstra- 

1 lion.s. and that tlie CIA killed 
Vietnamese Prc.sidcnt Nvo 
Diom ocainst Kennedy's 
wi.slies. , 

ilTPI. Reutor-tss-i 


/ \ 







WASHINGTON—The diehard loya 
the old Kennedy m vthmake rs 

^uwrud vv ucii\j«w» i 

Those who have been assuring us; 

>r years that the K^incdys secretly ' 
allied J, Edgar Hoov^ gulped silently; 
hen Ben Bradiee recently broke ranks 
o reveal how President Kennedy 
avited the F.B.l. director to the White 
Mouse^topore over dossiers and chortle , 
^ver the peccadilloes of public men. 

Those same Kennedy mythmakers 
Helped fashion an article of impeach- 

.ncilb icv^ua^u Mioir « av^a- 

ilent Nixon ordered the wire- 

iapping of newsmen. They now stand 
mute as the Rockefeller Commission 
report states that a newsman bad been 
■wiretapped by, the C.I.A, in 1962— 
with no authority in law—“apparently 
with .the knowledge and consent of At¬ 
torney General Kennedy.” (We'II soon 
see if Franch Church follows that up.) 

However, several old Kennedy hands 
have taken vociferous umbrage, in 
public and private, to a point made 
in this space about the double standard 
used in judging past Presidents! "Nixon 
never ordered the extended wiretap¬ 
ping of a civil rights leader for thc^ 
purpose of leaking derogatory iruorma- - 
tion about him to the press.’* 

This referred to the wiretap that 
Attorney General Kennedy directed 
the F.B.l. .to place on Dr, Martin 
Luther King Jr. on Oct. 10, 1963, and! 
which remained in place for more than 
eighteen months until removed on ' 
April 30, 1965, by Robert Kennedy's , 
successor, Nicholas Katzenbach. i 

1 During this time, in an attempt to “ 
1 oesmear anu aiscicuii - - 


yCand 

to be to assist the F.B.L in determining 
^hether Dr. King and his mo^?Fmenr 
were being manipulated by this person 
in the interes^of tha So^et Union.” 

1^1 lUlUliUCU w/ i»ii« 

that in December 1964, (while the 
F.B.l. wiretap on Dr. King was still 
in operation) he was told by rc- 
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porters that the F.B.l. possessed re¬ 
cordings of “baggings” of Dr. King 
which they were playing to newsmen. 

"I immediately inquired of the^ Bureau 
if this improper activity was in fact 
taking place and it was flatly denied. 
... 1 believe the activity did, how- 
ever, cease immediately.” 

Mr. Katzenbach carefully differenti- . 
ates between the warrantless wiretap 
approved by Mr. Kennedy and the 
"buggings” that he then thought were 
made by state law-enforcement offi¬ 
cials, He believes there is a difference; 

1 believe one reinforced the other. 

He is correct, however, in denounc- 
'ing as “utterly false" my assertion, 
that the Justice Department had re- 
. cently admitted that the purpose of 
the King wiretap was “investigating 
the love life of a group leader for 
disseminating to the press," The de-. 
’ partment did use those words to 
describe the F.B,I.'s counterintelligence 
program and the leader referred to was 
Dr, King, but Mr. Katzenbach had left 
the Justice Department by that time 
and I regret the error. 

I cannot accept, however, the m 3 fdh- 
makers* line that Robert Kennedy was 
the innocent dupe of J, Edgar Hoover 
in this tawdry episode. He knew-Mr. 
Hoovec^was out to* “get" Dr. King's 
reputation; he knew how the director 
used raw material gathered in dossiers 
to titillate confidants, even Presidents. 
I ^believe Mr. Kennedy’s purpose in 
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agents—in violation of the law—played 

recordings of bugged conversations ~ ■ 7 ■ ■■■ ■ 7 . - •• *, 

^d sounds from d" King’s hotel ^he pnrn^ly 

to newsmen, and even mailed one such appease the J*®:?* ^® ° ’ 

salacious recording to Dr. King's wife. 

The Department: of Justice has never 
sunk lower, before or since. 

Nobody disputes those facts. The 
'question is; Did the Kennedys have 
good reason tfk suspect that the pur- 

pO!MS Wi ww 

curity, and that tlio F.B.l. would leak 
whatever it found to smear its most 
outspoken critic? 

Mr. Kauenbach tells mo no. Ho 
' writes: “A telephone tap on a phone 
used by Dr. King was authorized -by 
Attorney General Kennedy in 1961 or 
1962 (sic). That tap was requested by 
Mr. Hoover on national security 
grounds by a writloR memorandum, 
wkich staled in the strongest terms' 
that Dr. King was closely ass o^ated 
;' wi* A person bX 

>, 10 ' "^a high offi& of the CoromuV W 

party in close con^ vrith the U.S.S-K- 
*’ ;.:'"Tht;; purpose atat^ 




/^possible to^ pass the'1964 Civil Right^ T 
/ Act. How’s that for irony? Shades « 

( Daniel Ellsberg and Gordon Uddysinii; 
who thought it was right to break'a' 
few rules because they saw a higher " 

■ cause. The Kennedys were' willing to 
siAvert^^the personal civil rights of' 
leading fighter. for civil ^ 
rifehts—and do it-ia The name -of” 

: cfvil rights. ■ . - 




Ine fepUlaudn of martin Lutner nine. 

Mr. Katzenbach insists that bis own 
motive was purely national aacurity, 
and 1 am satisfied that he believes 
that this Is true. Yet, as he points 
out, he learned of the F.B.I.'s smear 
campaign In December 1964; with very; 
good reason to know the real purpose, 
of The F.B.l. tap, and with the power 
to terminate It with a tingle command, • 

Mr. Katzenbach permitted the King 

wircuips \K> wuviuut; tvi «n auuiv4V4i«« 

five months. He had reason to suspect 
the commission of crimes by lawmen, 
and—aside from asking the newsmen 
' who alerted him to reveal their 
sources—^the nation’s chief law officer' 
di^, nothing. ’ ' 7 , ' \ - ’ / 

’rivateiy, Kennedy mythmakers hav^j ‘ 
been saying that the 
Hoover on the JCing 'Wl 
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I have never been the sort of person who 
ecs an evil conspiracy behind every death 
if every controversial person. 

I have written nary a column supporting 
rise who scream that Lee Harvey Oswald 
vas not the sole killer of President Kenne- 
y. I have not given speecb«^ supporting 
‘ames Ear! Rav’s claiin is not re- 

ponsible fo r Martin Luthel^ing *s murder 
ind that he deserves a hew 
As jAq who once sat on the Forty Com- 
nirtee, which approved delicate CIA 
operations, and who never heard a word 
tbout the CIA killing anybody, obviously 
’ve never grabbed iV time with a claim 
hat the United States was operating a sort 
>f Murder Inc., in the Caribbean or any¬ 
place else. 

•, Yet, 1 confess that I’m shaken by the 
i*ash of recent stories alleging that the CIA 
^anded out contracts to the Mafia for the 
murder of assorted people, presumably all 
forergners. The Watergate revelations 
lave thrown an aura of semi-belie vability 
ground what used to seem to be ridiculous 
claims that G. Gordon Liddy and E. How¬ 
ard Hunt (two ex-CIA operatives) were in 
Dallas the day Kennedy was killed and- 
vere near the scene of the crime. I listen 
with an eerie tingle when someone re¬ 
minds me that .Alabama Gov. George Wal¬ 
lace has speculated that someone with 
.money, who stood to benefit politically 
from ending his third-party campaign, had 
to be financing and directing Arthur 
Bremer, the man now imprisoned for al¬ 
most killing Wallace. 

The terrible truth is that, after Water¬ 
gate, few people douot any story of politi¬ 
cal madness, however implausible it may 
have seemed a year or two ago. 

A top FBI official confided to me several 
years ago that the late J. Edgar Hoover 
was livid when Dr. King was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Pri 2 ^e.* Hoover talked with a 
few aides about the fact that King had 
tried, as a teen-ager, to commit suicide. 
Eitheijfjts^ver, or one of his minions, de- 
ciditfmat the ’’suicidal tendency” might 
be reactivated if the FBI sent to King’s 


( wife a surreptitious recording made of a 
party in King’s suite in a Washington _ 
hotel. 

Mrs. Coretta King has now admitted 
that such a tape was received, but she is 
quoted as saying that neither she nor her 
late husband felt that it was damaging to 
them. So King did not commit suicide. 

Meanwhile, in 1964, Hoover told President 
Lyndon B. Johnson (who then told civil 
rights leaders like Roy Wilkins of the ^ 
NAACP and Whitney Young of the Nation¬ 
al Urban League) that one of King’s most ' 
influential advisers was a secret 
Communist. , '' _ ; 

“We’ve followed him regularly to Mexi-’ 

{ CO where he meets secretly with a top Sovi-,,, 
et intelligence official, but we’ve never . 

I UWU cSUiC kU a v/a j.VjaA^ a i 

friend with the Russian spy,” I was in¬ 
formed by an FBI official. ^ / 

Told of this, Johnson asked certain civil 
rights leaders to convince King that if 
continued to be influenced by this so-calle\^ 
Soviet spy, he would wreck the civil righh^ 
movement. King agreed to ditch the al¬ 
leged spy, but a few weeks later Johnson, I 
and other top government officials were 
treated to FBI stories (maybe^ valid, . 
maybe not) that King was now seeing the 
. alleged Communist secretly. i 

' You sit remembering that many people . 
^detested King for what he was doing to ^ 
break up the old Jim Crow order. After the ' i 
FBI launched its whispering campaign, 
many Americans believed he was a ‘ 
’’Commie” out to destroy this country. 
Other segments of this society despised •• 
him for the harsh things he was saying 
about U.S. military involvement in Indo¬ 
china. 

You remember those things and are 
forced to wonder if King’s assassinatiim 
was merely the deed of one man. The mote 
one hears these stories of nefarioui 
schemes and gross abuses by the dirtjV ‘ 
tricksters of the intelligence community,* ; 
the easier it becomes to doubt. 

How poisoned the atmosphere becomes. 
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FBI Harassment of Kinj 
Disclosed by Ex-Agents 


F roTM. Fimi Page 

and wa<; a poleniial violation of 
the Federal Communications 
Act and the Federal Criminal 
Code. 

The surveillance of King was 
briefly noted last year in a 
report by then Atty. Gen. 
William E. Saxbe and FBI 
Di rector Clarence M. Kelley on 
the bureau’s Couniefin* 
lelligence program, or Coin- 
lelpro. > 

A spokesman for the bureau 
said it had "no comment" on 
the alleged harassment of 
King. 

The former FBI official who 
brought the matter to the atten* 
tion of The New York Times 
asked to remain anonymous in 


be called to testify in in¬ 
vestigations of the bureau. 

He said that in late 1964.after 
King had criticized the FBI for 
having assigned agents w’ith 
Southern backgrounds to han-^ 
die civil rights cases, the late 
director, J, Edgar Hoover, or¬ 
dered William C. Sullivan, then 
In charge of the bureau's coun- 
tennicNjgcnce opefations, to 
arrange to send a copy of a 
taperecording secretly to Mrs.- 
King in such a manner that it 
could not be traced to the FBI. C 

The source said thatacopy of 
a tape recording was made by 
the bureau’s laboratory. 

Another source, attached to 
the bureau at that time,'said 
that he believed the recording ' 
was of a parfy held by King and ^ 
officials of the Southern Chris- . 
tian Leadership CoiiferMce. 
which King headed, In 4he '• 
Willard Hotel in W.ishlngton in 
thr fall of 1963. The source said 
the party had been picked up by 
an FBI electronic bug in the 
room and put on tape. 


;P < ciO 19 


Bureau officials, according 
to sources, felt that the content 
of the tape was detrimental to 
King because it recounted ac¬ 
tivities they thought did not 
. conform with King's position 
as a religious leader. 

The source said that Hoover 
believed the sending of the tape 
to Mrs. King would stop King's 
criticism of the bureau and 
break up his marriage as well. 

Mrs. King said in a telephone 
interview that she recaHed 
receiving a tape recording in 
January 1965. 

“I received a tape that was 
rather curious, unlabeled," 
she said. "As a matter of fact, 
Martin and I listened to the 
tapeandwe found muchof it un¬ 
intelligible. We concluded 
there was nothing in the tape to 
discredit him." 

Mrs. King said that she and 
her husband immediately 
realized that the tape had been 
made covertly and 
"presumed" it had been made 
by the FBI. 

The following incidents of 
harassment were either con¬ 
firmed in earlier press ac¬ 
counts or uncovered in inter¬ 
views with high bureau of¬ 
ficials; « 

— Murragh and a former 
■senior bureau official confirm¬ 
ed the bureau tried to disrupt 
. plans for a banquet in Allan ta in 
1964 by business leaders to note 
King’s Winning of the Nobel 
Prize. 

Two former bureau of* 
flcials said that a 
"monograph" on King's per¬ 
sonal life was circulated 
among government officials 
during the Kennedy ad¬ 
ministration. President John F. 
Kennedy beenme awareof what 
was going on and ordered 
Hoover to retrieve every copy of 
thr monograph. 

■—, Murtagh said efforts at 
harassment of SCLC leaders 
continued after King's 
assassination in 1968. He said 
he was ordered by bureau of¬ 
ficials to obtain handwriting 
samplesof Andrew Young, now 
a IJemocratic representative 
from Georgia, and Hosea 
Williams to permit bureau ex¬ 
perts to forge lettr.-s that 


would harm their careers. 
Murtagh said he refused the 
assignment. 

— Two former senior FBI of- 
ficials said the bure.au 
"routinely" sought to prevent 
King from receiving honorary 
degrees by planting stories 
abnut his personal life. 

— Mu rtagh and other sources 
said there was a consistent 
practice of anonymous 
telephone calls, sometimes to 
make false fire alarm reports 
at locations where King was to 
speak and in other Instances to 
friends and associates trying to 
sow distrust among teem. 

In 1961 and 1962, bureau in¬ 
telligence experts reportedly 
became convinced that SCLC 
had become infiltrated by two 
members of the Communist 
party. The experts urged then 
Atty. Gen. Robert F. Kennedy 
to open a national security In¬ 
vestigation of King, and he 
complied. f 

Before Decision ' | 

Sources said that King w^s 

well before Atty. Gen. Ken¬ 
nedy had made hisdecision. On 
two occasions, members of the 
Kennedy administration warn¬ 
ed the SCLC leaders to dis¬ 
associate them-selves from the 
alleged Communists because 
they were leaving King open to 
attacks by Southern conser- 
' vatives in the Senate, but King 
refu.sed to do so unless the 
government produced 
evidence of Communist af¬ 
filiation. 

In 1963. Atty. Gen. Kennedy 
authorized a national security ^ 
wiretap on King, then legal un- * 
der federal law. Court 
testimony and Interviews with 
FBI and Justice Department of¬ 
ficials indicate that the sur¬ 
veillance continued for at least * 
two years. ' 

Despite this massive suf« 
veillance. veteran agents said, ’ 
there was never a recommen¬ 
dation for prosecution for ' 
violation of any federal or state 
law. Nor, several soufceswidj 
were grounds for.any true 
nstioi.al concern ever cs 

tabliKhPU. 
















t Bi Harassment oi Kmg 

Disclosed by Ex-Agents 


(C) N*'tr *iorU 7'im es Sendee 

WASHINGTON — Tbe 
Federal Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion mailed what some agents 
considered an "unsavory” 
tape recording made from an 
electronic room bugging 
device to Coretia King to 
"frighten” her husband., the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther'King 
Jr., intohaltinghiscfiticism of 
the bureau, according to a for¬ 
mer high official of the agency. 

The mailing of the recording 
to Mrs. King was pan of nearly 


a dfecade of “harassment” of 
the late civil rights leader by 
, the bureau, several former 
agents and officials say. One 
retired agent, Arthur Murtagh, 
53. who was attached to the 
FBFs Atlanta field office, said 
the moves against King were 
second in size "only to the way 
j they went afterJimmyKoffa.” 

Yet. there was never a 
criminal prosecution of King 
and the former FBI men say 
that there was a “dubious" 
national security rationale for 


what they said were thousands 
of hours of electronic and 
physical surveillance. The 
sources believe that the alleg¬ 
ed harassment of King should 
be investigated by the con¬ 
gressional committees on in¬ 
telligence. 

The sending to a private 
citizen of a tape recording ob- ^ 
tained by a national security 
electronic surveillance is a 
violation of FBI regulations 

Contintied on pQffe£, CoL 1 
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Misuse of King Tape Allege 


N«fw Yorfc TinM^ News Service 

The FBI maij^d what 
some agents considered an 
“unsavory” tape recording 
made from an electronic 
room bug to Coretta King to 
“frighten” her husband, the 
^ev. 

^ King Jr., into halting his 
cnticTsm of the bureau, ac¬ 
cording to a former high 
official of the agency. 

The mailing of the tape to 
Mrs. King was part of near¬ 
ly a fiecade of “harass- 
mentj of the late civil 
rights leader by the bureau, 
severol former agents and 
officials say. One retired 


I 


'■y 






agent, Arthur Murtagh, 
who was attached to the 
FBI’s Atlanta Field Office, 
said the moves against King 
were second in size “only to 
the way they went after 
Jimmy Hoffa.” 

YET THERTi) was never a 
criminai prosecution of 
King and, these former FBI 
men say, there was a “dubi¬ 
ous” national security 
rationale for what they said 
were thousands of hours of 
electronic and physical sur¬ 
veillance. These sources be¬ 
lieve that the alleged har- 
a^ment of King should be 


/ /' 


investigated by the congres¬ 
sional committees on 
intelligence. Several have 
written to the ^nate select 
committee on intelligence. 

The sending to a private 
cidzen of a tape recording 
obtained by a national se¬ 
curity electronic surveil¬ 
lance is a violation of FBI 
regulations and was a 
potential violation of the 
Federal Communications 
Act and the federal crimi¬ 
nal code. 

A SPOKESMAN for \he 
bureau said it has “no oro- 
ment” on the alleged hiar- 
assment of King. • 

Sources said the late FBI 
director J. Edgar Hoover 
believed the sending of the 
tape to Mrs. King would 
stop King’s criticism of the 
bureau and break up his 
marriage as well. 

Mrs. King said in a tele¬ 
phone interview that she re¬ 
called receiving a tape 
recording in January 1965. 

“I received a tape that 
was rather curious, unla¬ 
beled,” she said. “As a mat¬ 
ter of fact, Martin and I lis¬ 
tened to the tape and we 
found much of it unintelligi¬ 
ble. We concluded there 
was nothing in the tape to 
discredit him.” 

Mrs. King said that she 
and her husband immedi¬ 
ately realized that the ta )e 
had been made covertly a id 
“presumed” it had been 
madcTJYtne FBI. 
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By Orr Kelly 

SUr-NewsSaffWntor 


Former Atty. Gen. Nicho¬ 
las deB. Katzenbach says 
I he once ordered the FBI to 
stop plajang a tape record¬ 
ing involving the personal 
life o^lhe Rev. Martin La¬ 
the/^ing for newsmen, 
'even though the bureau 
denied ^he actiy itv at the 
time. 

Katzenbach said in a tele- 


pnone miervicw yesieruay 
that the incident occurred 
in about December 1964. 

He said he heard that a 
tape derogatory to King had 
been played for several 
^ newsmen and asked FBI 
officials about it. 


“THEY he 

said. 


But two newsmen later 
assured him, he said, that 
they had been invited to lis¬ 
ten t(\the tape and had done 
so. 

“But when I said, ‘Okay, 
let’s go confront them,* they 
refused to let me use their 
names. That left me in the 
lurch,*’Katzenbach said. ^ 
While he was thus barred 
I from acting against FBI 
cfficjclc, said, he order- 
ed Utem t o stop dsiuif What 




51 ali/?o 


'nr>C 




they denied d oing. .And , he 
s ^iu, i i ^ believes the prac¬ 
tice was stopped. 

“They were doing it in 
that press office — although 
they didn’t call it that —" 
across from the director’s 
office. I said it was outra¬ 
geous and I wanted 4 stop- 
Ded.” hesaid. ’ . ■s! 
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was not part of a particular. 
imjecHcfltjon. 

. “I never did see any stuff 
sent along just for puiposes 
of voyeurism,” he said. t. 


KATZlfiNBACfi SAID he 
believed Hoover had a 
“vendetta” against King 
and that playing the record¬ 
ing for newsmen was part 
of an effort to discredit the 
civil rights leader. 




The former attorney 
general said he also had 
heard that a memo concern¬ 
ing King had been circulat¬ 
ed but lAat .he.. had never 
seen ft. He said a great 
volume of information sent 
to his office each day by the 
FBI was screened by bis 
staff and that they knew he 
did not want any “lurid 
reading.’*:.,,; ^ 

But Harold Reis, now 
Washington attorney who 
was then executive assist¬ 
ant to the attorney general,^ 
said he could recall no 
information from the FBI of 


Katzenbach s^id he r**- 
called only one such, report. 

‘’This memo said a con¬ 
gressman — I forget his 
name -trorrocen seen leav¬ 
ing a motel with a good 
looking girl. I was later told 
it was bis daughter,” he 
said.■, ■ ... ..V''. - 


Katzenbach is now an 
executive at IBM in River- 


/ 00"/^ 
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White House, 
article, Jtnij itijn 


Mr Clark, who retired from 
in 1965 after 2 ^ years 

-«^+.srrtM purpose was to gatherl .f “7“ .‘‘/i a Florida vS 

RY U RI 

Dl riUJi VllftlMilllj told the Senate *"''«=«8atora. comment 

Arranged for Rooraf , newly-created Senate 

The Post gave these addi«. 0 )mmittee on the Intelli 

tional details: ’ ' gence Community might sub 

Mr. Clark said he had er- poena documents from ]^esi- 

ranged with t!he management dent Johnson’s memorial library 
jof Atlantic City’s Claridge HO' jn an effort to set the record 
tel to have Dr. King and Ws straight. He also did not nue 
party stay in rooms 1901, }902 ^ux the Issuing of asubpoeaa to 
and 1923. former President Richar/J M. 

He said he stayed in a roomj Nixon for other testimon " 
a floor below those held by 
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cx-Agent Told Watergate 
Panel That ChecK in ’64 
Was Done for JohnSlIh 


- --- . 

Sp*dtl to Hi* N«w y«r«c Time* ] 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 26 — 
Senator Howard H. Baker Jr. 
iaid today that the Senate 
Watergate committeo bad ob¬ 
tained evideiKje that the Fed- 
used electronic listening de- 
^dces ag#ras^tne Rev. Pr. ^J feij: 


Dr. King. He said the room was 
used to monitor transmissions 
of wiretaps and bugs trom Dr. 
King’s quarter.? and from 2414 
Atlantic Avenue, a storefremt 
used by the Congress of Racial 
Eofia lity and other civil limits 


tinLut ^iLS i ps ,. during tt^j conversations were mon- 
IseTDemocratic National Con- by F.B.I. agents and also 

mention. I tape recorded. The tape reoord- 

Appearing on the ABC tele- i ings were. telephoned to Mr. 
vision program “Issues and Deloach and other agents at a 
Answers,” the Tennessee Re-! special control center. Mr. Clark 
publican said he had “sat in”! said inforoiatlon pertinent to 
on an interview between the security responsibilities of 
Wa/tergate Committee investi- the Secret Service and the local 
gators and Leo T. Clark, for-! police were passed onto those 


roer ag^t in diarge of the 
Atlantic City F.B.I. field of- 
ficfey.^in which Mr. Clark said 
electronic surveillance of 
Dr. King had been conducted 
for President Johnson. 


agencies. 

“Claric recalls overhearing 
DeLoach speaking on the tele¬ 
phone to-President Johnson and 
to Director Hoover, giving them 
summary information from the 


Sources on now defuncti technical surveallance,” the 


Watergate committee said that 
Mr. Clark disclosed that the 
electronic surveillance of Dr. 
King had picked up Represent¬ 
atives, Senators and Robert F. 
Kennedy, then Attorney Gene¬ 
ral, in their private conversa¬ 
tions with the civil .rights 
leader. 

In 1972 Camp^gn 

luif^Baker said the content 
of the interview with Mr. Clark 
bad not been made a part of 
the final Watergate report 
cause “it was not involv^ in 
the '72 Presidential campaign.” 


Watergate committee memor 
andum said. \ 

Denied Talking to Johnson 

Mr. DeLoach denied imdes 
oath in a 1973 Watergate com¬ 
mittee interview that he had a 
direct line to President Johnson 
f t-r spoke to him during the 
movention. Mr. DeLoach was 
^ available for comment 
tday. 

In a DeLoach conversation 
tith the President,” the Water 
jate committee memorandum 
ontinued, according to the 
bst, “Clark heard mention of 


Two former counsels on the i xscussions concerning the 
Watergate committee sai d a ta ting of dele^tes or delega- 
memoFandum on the Clark of Vice^IJesidentia^ 

tervlew had been turned over, a date ^ possibilities, and the 
to ft Congressional committee, identities of Congressm en , ft a l 
AspokesraBn.fortheF.B.I. said Senators going in end out of 
the bureau’s current director, .iines Quarters. 

Clarence M. Kdley, cxpectM to 
be questioned on the incident 
durilog Congressional hearings 
this week. 

The Washington Post report¬ 
ed the Clark intemew’ today. 

According to its. account, Car- 
tha D. DeLoach, then assistant 
to y. Edgar Hoover, director of 
thjTE.B.I., set up a special te^m 
of agents to conduct “technical 
; ifciveillance” (F.B.I. Jargon for 
' wiretappi 
physicM 
vention 
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To Mrs. Coreffa King , 


Ex-FBI Man Bares 


Illegal Tape Case 
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IC) tfJi, N.V. Timet Newt Service 

* WASHINGTON - The FBI “ 
mailed what some agents con¬ 
sidered an “unsavory'* tape 
recording made from an elec¬ 
tronic room bug to Corelta 
King to “frighten',^er hus-^ 
oand. Mar tin LuthcTKirg Jr. , 
into haltimg~7>is Criticism of 
the bureau, according to a for¬ 
mer high official of the agen- , • 
cy. c—i 

The sending to a private 
citizen of a tape recording ob¬ 
tained by' National Security 
electronic surveillance is a 
I violation of the FBI regula¬ 
tions and was a potential 
violation of the Federal Com¬ 
munications Act and the 
^ Federal Criminal Code. 

C The former FBI official who 
brought the matter to the 
attention of The New York 
Times asked to remain anony¬ 
mous in the expectation that 
he might be called to testify in 
investigat ion*! of thg bureau. 
Sent Seemly 

He said that in late 1964. 
after King had criticized the 
j' FBI for having assigned 
agents with Southern back¬ 
grounds to handle Civil'Rights 
I cases, the late director. J. 

• Edgar Hoover, ordered 
liam Sullivan, then in charge 
of the bureau's counterintelli¬ 
gence operations, to arrange 
to send a copy of a tape 
recording secretly to Mrs. 
King in such a manner that it 
.^ould not be traced to the FBI. 

’ Another source, attached to 
the bureau at that time, said 
that he believed the recording 
was of a party held by King 
and officials of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer¬ 
ence. which Dr. King headed, 
in the Willard Hotel in Wash-' 
ington in the fall of 1963. The 
1 ^source said the party had been 
y picked up by an FBI bug in 
the room and put on tape. 

King, Wife Listened 
Bureau officials, according 
to the sources, felt at the time 
that the content of the tape 
was detrimental to King and 
— some of his associates because 
it recounted activities at the 
party they thought did not 
conform with the Rights lead¬ 
er's position as a religious 

leader.' --s ■ 

' The source said that Hoover 


tape to Mrs. King would slop 
King's criticism of the bureau 
and break uj) his marriage as 

well. •> ■<— - ‘f’-' ' 

Mrs. King said in a tele¬ 
phone interview that she re¬ 
called receiving a . tape in 
January, 1965.- < 

‘T received a tape that was 
rather curious, unlabeled.” 
she said. “As a matter of fact,^ 
Martin and 1 listened to the 
tape and we found much'of It < 
unintelligible. We concluded 
there was nothing in the tape' 
to discredit him.*’' * ' " ' 
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Convention 
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W^r-/ 

>• , , By Ronald Kessler ; 

'Wublnt tea Po«t SvaU Wxtter 

' President Johnson ^during the 1964 Democratic 'Na¬ 
tional Convention received reports on the conversations 
or activities of senators and congressmen, on then Attor¬ 
ney General Robert F, Kennedy, and on key convention 
delegates from wiretaps and bugs installed hy the FBI 
on civil rights leaders, a Senate Watergate cog saiitte o^ 
memo says. 

' The memo, summarizing a I 


1973 interview with Leo T. 
Clark, then in charge of the 
t FBITi Atlantic City, N.J., of¬ 
fice, quotes Clark as saying 
the information was reported 
to Johnson from bugs and 
wiretaps installed in the hotel 
of Lulher 

^dngJr. anoin^a'sforefront 
used''"5y civil rights groups. 


I 


Civil rights was a key politi¬ 
cal issue during the Atlantic 
pity convention. 


In the Watergate committee 
interview, Clark, a 22-year vet^ 
f,eran of the FBI. said elec¬ 
tronic and physical surveil¬ 
lances were carried out by a 
I special FBI team ordered by 
the Johnson White House. 

- 'The team, he said, was un¬ 
der the personal direction of 
Cutha D. DeLoach, assistant 

I to then FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover. .»• 

. The stated purpose of the 
operation, Clark said, was to 
gather intelligence on poten¬ 
tial violence or disruptions. 

But Clark, who acknowl¬ 
edged playing a key role in 
the surveillance activities, said 
Deljoach toid him to avoid dis¬ 
cussing the operation with the 
Secret Service, which has re¬ 
sponsibility for protecting the 
.President, or with^JI FBI’S 
'Newark officei whlai would 
.normally coordinate . security 
^ the itonvention. ri. . v- 

said, most of A 
information obtained. wfa U 

*iyap***^e d to P resid ent Johe 



son over a telephon e 
ci &y iii&iid led to bypass the 

White House switchboard. 

Clark said the information 
included Kennedy’s activities, 
identities of senators and con¬ 
gressmen visiting King’s hotel 
suite, identities of pereons 
seeking support of civil rights 
leaders, plans of delegates or 
delegations, and speculation 
NjtfVice presidential nominees. 

At one point, Clark said, he 
asked DeLoach if the Attorney 
General had authorized the 
taps and bugS. He said De¬ 
Loach replied; that Kennedy 
had not been informed of 
them. But he said DeLoach in¬ 
dicated Johnson wa g aware o f 
them. 

’iCuSetime, bugging by the 
I FBI was Illegal, and intercep¬ 
tion and dlvulgence of tele-, 
sphone communications by thp 
I FBI was a criminal offense. - 
The authenticity of the 
Clark memo, which cites room 
numbers of suites bugged and 
the source of funds for part of 
the operation, was verified by 
a number of persons who ei¬ 
ther received it or were pres¬ 
ent when Clark was Inter¬ 
viewed. ■ 

* The memo Indicates Clark 
appeared in respon^ to a sub*. 

Hut did not^xtiaul/ on- 

^11 - — I — 
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d gr oath._ It indicate s Ik,a*, l-ug 
review summary of his 

j interview before it was typed 
in memo form, 

Clark, who retfe'ed from the 
I FBI in 1965 ariMlaler headed 
I his own prjvat^investigation 
I firm, was traveli|’g by car on a 
1 vacation and <yuld not be 
’ reached for commeft4t„. 

.. Asked why the memo had 
not come out in Senate Water¬ 
gate vommitlee hearings, a 
committee source said previ¬ 
ous presidential campaigns 
were not considered to come 
witJiin the committee’s legisla¬ 
tive ntandate of campaign ac¬ 
tivities in 1972. 

DeLoach, informed throug’h 
a secrctai'y of th^ natural of a 
reporter’s inquiry, did not re¬ 
turn telephone calls. 

DeLoach denied under oath 
in a 1973 Senate Watergate 
committee interview that he 
had.a direct line to Johnson or 
spoke with him during the 
convention. 

A summary of his interview 
shows DeLoach said one sur¬ 
veillance was conducted as 
part of a continuing installa¬ 
tion on a person believed to be} 
under the, influence of the' 
Communist Party. 

The continuing surveillance, 
had been approved by Ken-' 
nedy, although DeLoach did! 
not remember seeing any 
written authorization, he said.' 
Johnson was not aware of this, 
surveillance, he added. 

I The FBPs activity at tlie 
convention was for the pur-, 
pose of keeping abreast of 
“any political violence,’' De-' 
Loach said. If any political in-^ 
telligence was reported to thq, 
White House, he added, it was 
only incidental to reports on 
p ossible vjo lence. ^ 
*DeLuJ c^ said he might have 
instructed agents to work un- 
.dercover in Democratic fac- 
tions. But be denied telling 
agents the operation was se¬ 
cret. 

Another participant in the 
operation said; he could not 
deny that the purpose of the 
operation was political. He 
^ said each agent might have a 
different view of how much of 
the intelligence gathered was 
-political and how much re- 
, laled to security. T' 
i “It’s probably aunatter of 
proportions, and different peo* 

I- wiiK 

' ferent percentages,’’ "he said. 

's The participant said he did 
not want to discusS details of 
.^^j ^ation beca4 °o 


he WQUbLiJS-ffe- 
quired to testify during inves¬ 
tigations that would ensue 
once the operation was pub¬ 
licly disclo^. V . . j 
Although not a participant, ^ 

I another FBI source said he: 

• was told by an agent who par-, 
licioated that prevention ot vi-; 
olence was the operation’s! 
cover. 

“The purpose was to serve] 
President Johnson’s political 
interests,” he said. “They pick¬ 
ed up any information that 
concerned Kennedy, and what 
he w’as up to and whom he 
was trying to line up support 
for,” the source said. 

Asked for comment. FBI 
I spokesman James Murphy did 
not address himself to the 
question of whether the pur¬ 
pose of the operation was pol¬ 
itical or whether it included 
installation of wiretaps and 
bugs.’ 

instead, he said; “As a te- 
sult of a request from the 
1 White House, the FBI did co*, 
ordinate the development of_ 
intelligence information con¬ 
cerning the plans o.f subver¬ 
sive, criminal,^ and hooulum 
groups attempting to disrupt 
the Democratic National Con¬ 
vention at Atlantic City, N.J., 
in 1964.” 

The information was gatlt- 
I ered by FBI informants and 
sources and was subsequently 
furnished to the White House 
and its jigP’'®sentatives in At- 
•**)antic City on a continuing ba¬ 
sis, he said.* Pertinent daU 
were also given ip the Secret 
Service and police authorities, 
he said. i j 

“In addition to the coverage 
afforded the 1964 Democratic-' 
f convention, the FBI afforded) 
similar coverage to both the 
Democratic and Republican 
conventions in subsequent 
Presidentail election years 
39 68 and 15 72,” M uTPhv.saLd . 

' -^Itl^ough 

SottHtt—! 964 was< assured of 
nomination for his first full 
term as President he was worl 
Tied about a possible move¬ 
ment to draft Robert Kennedy 
to' be his running-mate and 
about a challenge by a pri¬ 
marily black delegation to the 
white, Mississippi delegation __ 
J/>A'connlct could have mar-' 
red Democratic, unity or pro- 
‘ I voked giclw**ing by civil rights 
ithough the civil 
Toent at the time 
red to Kiilg’s doc-'- 
te- ^ * T*. • nvio len cu.' 


; d cmcuistr.iU ons ' 0 0 . 0 Id . ha ve 
1 been politically embarrassing, 
j. As it turned out, the con- 
i flicts were resolved quietly" 
j and commentators at the time 
: remarked on the perfect con¬ 
trol Johnson appeared to have 
on convention activities from 
the.White House. ‘ - ’ 

“The interesting question is 
why he had such complete 
control,” columnist . Walter 
Lippman wrote at the conclu- 
Sion of the convention in late 
August. 

“Quite evidently,” Lippman 
wrote of Johnson,’ ‘he is. a 
great polfitcfan, but what is 
the secret of his greatness as 
a politician?” * 

In early August. Clark said, 
he began to work with the Se¬ 
cret SeiTice and local , police 
to insure that the convention 
later that month would be 
peaceful, . -v -n',» -.1 

■ Three days before the'con-; 
vention opened on Augo24, be* 
was told by DeLoach In a tele¬ 
phone' call that the White 
House wanted special assist¬ 
ance, Clark said. 

This assistance would be in¬ 
dependent of the secret serv¬ 
ice and should^ not be dis* 
cussed with it 0 *“ otherwise 
publicized, Clark'quoted De¬ 
Loach as saying. 

I ‘Trouble was expected from. 
;the Mississippi’and AJabama 
j delegations,” lie said.^*' . i. 

“One ofi the objectives of 
1 the FBI woqld be to infiltrate^ 

' dis.sident factions and . keep^ 

I Walter Jenkins advised gt At- 
iSnUc City, the interest being 
to preclude' disorders,” Clarki 
said. ' ‘ ' , '” 1 ? 

An FBI agent was later as-j 
signed to accompany Jenkins,! 
a White House aide,' with a 
walkie-talkie, Clark added. 

In a recent telephone inter¬ 
view, Jenkins, who was execu«. 
Hive assistant to Johpson, said 
1 ^ bs w"-»p kno wled ge' vf. -tfny; 
F HT wtrvm llance aqHv^l£S->aC 

^.VJI V Vm* 

recall having any contact witli' 
the FBL '<i ; ' - r-; ' r 

Another key Johnson aide at 
the convention, W. 

Watson, did not retur^tele¬ 
phone calls last weeiq after 
one of his assistants 
formed of the natui^ **^7^ 
quiry. • S ' 

Clark said he was told by.; 
DeLoach to set up a 'qohUiOiii 
center where informants could! 
report. Individuals of'particu-: 
lar ' interest Included civil 
rights activists such as/annie' 
Luu liwa er, Clark sdiu^iie 1 


, - • - * - - 







ttjld ^ j 

* 31 ^ 5 . "Samir said recently 
from RuleviA, Miss., that she | 
was not awajfc she was being] 
watched duing the conven-j 
ition. 1 I 

But she saiu'etke- and other' 
Freedom Democratic Party 
i members of the Mississippi 
that was challenging the white 
delegation felt pressure from 
many sides to back dowm on 
their demands. 

“People were saying things, 
and then chickening out, and 
Jwe didp’ t know why.’ Jj^he said . 

he es tablished, a' 
control center on the second 
floor of the old -Post Office 
building. The first floor was 
occupied by the FBI resident 
agent for Atlantic City, he. 
said. j 

He established a special tel- j 
ephone number in DeLoach'sl 
Control center office to take 
calls .from Informants, he said. 

On instructions from De- 
Loach, Clark said, he deter¬ 
mined where King and James 
L. Parmer, then national di¬ 
rector of the Congress of Ra-, 
cial Equality (CORE) would be 
staying. ’ * , 

Clark said he was also told* 
to check the whereabouts of 
other civil rights leaders with 
iSUrveiUances in mind. 

; He said he determined that 
■K ing would slay a f tlic^ OuU r 
* ~i* T uge^f^ otel. DeLoach in¬ 
structed him to survey Ihe 
building to determine the fea¬ 
sibility of installing a wiretap 
'and microphone (bug) surveil¬ 
lance, he said. 

* Clark arranged with the ho¬ 
tel management to have King 
.slay in Rooms 1901, 1902, and 
1923, he said. The hotel man- 
■agement gave keys to the 

\ rooms to'* two FBI lechnlcftl 
.men from Newark, and they 
surveyed the rooms, he said. 

\ Chirk suld hti ro.“iervo(l 
Room 1821. a floor below 
King's suite, for himself. Alter 
I DeLoacb and other FBI offi¬ 
cials arrived from Washington 
^on Aug. 23, Clark said, the 
room was used to monitor con- 
.versations livJ£in8*s rooms as 
well as those beamed from a 
,tap and bug installed at 2414 
.Atiantic Ave., a storefront 
CORE and bther 


_Cli!i.£hd not say whether^a 
breakin was neces^ry io~m- 
stall the microphone surveil¬ 
lance at the Atlantic Avenue 
address. 

Surveillances from the 
storefront were monitored by 
agents John J. -Cramer and 
Billy D. Williams, he said. 
Those from King's rooms were 
listened to by agents John P. 
Devlin and John J. Connolly, 
he added. 

I 'The FBI declined to allow a 
reporter to talk with these Qr 
other agents named by Clark. 

- Conversations were tape 
recorded and telephoned to 
DeLoach and agents Harold P. 
(Bud) Leinbaugh, and Donald 
G. Hanning in the conWplwn- 
said. *— 

■, They, in turn, dwtww—ft« 
mos based on the informatioi 
to stcnogr&phers.-he said. 

Leinbaugh and Hanning 
both retired, declined to cm- 
menU - ' " 

Information that related to 
Secret Service or police re- 
sponslblties were relayed to 
the appropriate agency by 
Ciark, he said. 

♦'Clark recalls overhearingj 
DeLoach speaking on the tcle-j 
'phone to President Johnson 
and to Director Hoover, giving 
th<;m v^ummary information 
‘ from the technical surveil¬ 
lance,” the Watergate commit-; 
tee memo says. j 

'“In a DeLoach conversation 
with the President, Clark 
heard mention of discussions 
I concerning the seating of dele" 
gates or delegations, of vice 
presidential candidate possi¬ 
bilities, and the Identities of 
congressmen and senstors go¬ 
ing in and out of King’s quar^^ 
ters,” the memo says. - . • 

“Robert Kennedy’s activities 
were of special interest, in¬ 
cluding hit contacts with 
King. There was particular In- 
(crcKl in learning who was 
seeking li»e support of the 
black lenders and the maneu¬ 
vering of the black factions 
with regard to the seating of 
the Mississippi delegations” 
the memo says. . . - 

In addition to bugs, wire* 
taps, and ■ undercover infor^ 

I mants, the FBI monitored The 
two-way radio communications 


itsd—jUnielligence 

agents posing as reporters, 

Clark said . ‘ , 4. 



J. EDGAR HOOVER 

FB I, directo r. 



CARTHA D. DcLOACH 
f*r“iiead of ‘€4 Special 
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ilired agent 
les eiipilf 
) hurt Kino- 


CONSTABLE, v N.Y.^ - 
roding white si^prt for 
'r. Martin LutheWiine Jr. 


»r. Martin LutherH^neJr. 
as The mani' "oojec^ \ 

ve, says the former agent -i. 

• hose group bugged him. ’ \ 
In the 19C0S, Arthur Mur- L 
jgh' belonged to the.-At- | 
tnla FBI unit which 'tap- t 
:d Df. icing's phones. 
The kind of thinking at the ^ i 
)ureau gives-me a pit in ^ 
lie botlon of my stomach.' j 
e Uid. T 

“A public servant should j 
■e governed by the same 
oftcepls of democracy'and 
iue process you find in the 
our is, declared Murtagh, 

QW retired and practicing 
.aw here. V " 

I n an interview with 
A'ailace Turner of the New 
York Times, Marlagh said 
FBI officials tried to dis¬ 
suade Atlanta community 
loaders from attending a 
banquet honoring Dr. King 
after he won the 1964 Nobel 
peace pri7P. * •> 

D r . King headed the 
f^uthern Christian Lead- 
c;ship Conference. . 

Murtagh said his security 
snuad lapped King’s SCLC 
oTice and home phones for 
at least .three iyears;,, and 
that more, than ,5,0C0 'calls 
were : recorded. That was 
from 1933 to 1965 and there 
were indications it contfn* 
ued until the 1968 assassi-, 

After'’thq. 1968 as.^asslna- 
lion of Sen, Robert F. Ken¬ 
nedy. it was revealed that 
he had authorbed the sur- 
veilJpnce ir 1963 on .the 
'leadin'* of FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover that, subver¬ 
sives miyht try to use’^he 
civil rights movement. v 
Reference was also miade 
t to the tap at the 1%9 
I of Muhammad AU on (^aft 
I. evasion charges. :The'*bu- 
I \ oau has yet to divulge an/ 
1 V \the information gathered^ 
I \ \ Dixie officials appar-». 
I \ V had access to some of. 




There was a veritable , 
spiderweb of eavesdrop- I ‘ 
pers, the former agent said. I ^ 
It was not unusual for At- J 
lanta to monitor a call then ® - 
learn another post had 
heard the other end of .the. 

talk. ■. . . . - 

• • .. •. 

The Albany _ Movement 
was the beginning .of the j 
problem,' the retired agent- 
believed. ■■ ■ - 
l\hile he could not sub-‘ 
sUntiate this, he said he 
was convinced Hoover de¬ 
termined to silence King- 
after tie-criticized FBI fail* ^ 
ure ' to ’ probe complaints’s 
. ?«am«;t law. officers in the ^ J 
Ceor«?* town between-1961- i 
' : '"'''r':. i 

■ Civil rights.leaders made'* 
these charges when the bug i 

wa’''-evea’cd. o. . ' i *, 

“The surveillance was^ ] 
massivp and complete.’* i 
Murtagh said. “He couldn’t ' 
They had him.” ' 
He said he once chaK 
; lenaed the a«pnt conducting 
the surveillance to say 
xj'hether it was showm?'T 
IKine’s involvement with; 
subversives, the justifica-' 
tie” for the tap. ^ - 

, He quoted the agent-as -" 


Tiis next dny another 
z gent to! d LIurt a gh. “I 
guess McGill will be takin.g 
Cn'ro of A-ng.” but the cell* 
tor made no attack. 

Cirenr")' '-cs it 


impossible 


corrobo’-eta 


r-:ulv''i:g, ‘T would try to 
tJ,‘] ‘olb’crs tl'.at there wu.;, 
but, I wouldn’t try to tell it • 
to vou,”,. 

. • ft ♦ 

J'-frovious accounts oi thq ' 
tr.p indicated that only Dr.. 
King’s phones hnd'thal'in 
i:,,'o'licc of the suspact 
:.i’':-ver;«:v'c in .New York 
V. c'. e wiiod. hooverh' a"';U- 

ment that this nwn 
tryi.ng to mis use Dr. .ViOg 
cati.'-cd Robert Kennedy to 
Dp;--’;ovc the tap. 

cpboncs all o’-''' 
Vnited Slates tvere tauiwd, 
Murtagh said. V.',n.sa;n,:;ton 
. scarces confirmed'that rBl 
suiwcillanec followed King 
when ho left Atlsnta .“ni 
Ih.nf. his hotel phones were 
tapped. 

,^^tcr Dr. King won the 
Nobel rri;.c. Murtagh 
cl rimed, the KDI mr.uc a 
w:il-orchcstrr.tGd attempt 
to undermine the sub¬ 
sequent banquet. 

.\n agent and Wasl.-'r: Ice 
official visited two rKw ’• 
< r,icn and the late i 
iMcGill. editor of the .M- 
lanta Constitution, trying to 
porsuadc them not to at¬ 
tend. .1 


-■ —V''>' ■' , 


thchlOnx ‘ Idugcnr ?r»- ^ 
t c r s n n , ?' fornmr Con- • 
stitution cdilor. rec^Hc.-j a I 
parallel. 

H c said .'>.gGnts_ once 
asked him whether, in view 
of the paper’s' support for 
Dr. King, he should repert 
“the k'nd of man” he war. 

Tney cN.ived King "-vas 
holding secret rcnrlcrvcus 
with w-omcn. 

Patlc.mon said ^>^2 C-c 
agants he didn't run “a 
k c y h 0 1 c-pooking nevrs- . 

Murlagtli did not partici¬ 
pate in the King surveil¬ 
lance except on one occa¬ 
sion. when he ir.r.nncd the 
Ji.Yening post in .a.n enmr- 
gecy. 

ft ft ♦ 

' ‘ M don’t rc.ol! ' lmr>v 

why.” he said. ‘T ".uo''' .I’s 
because you watc i ;t r‘m 
and you get to b-'ko*"' .*’? 
too mammoth rnd ’hme’s 
nothing you can do.*’ 

The agent said the bu¬ 
reau atmosphere heiped 
produce the climate tnat 
made Watergate possible, 
but the air conditioner must 
have been set a long time 
ago. 

In 1M9' FBI agents told 
Alger Hiss’s ntternev they 
had three file drawers 
filled v,-ith his taped conver- 
satlon.s, 

Thfv told him that quite 
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IV they SDied on Dr. King 

\ j •/ X • 

THE SURFACING OF ALL MANNER of decay as a 
result of Watergate has brought up new facts^boui the 
espionage of which the late Dr. Marlin Luther King was a 
victim. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation surveillance of Dr. 
King was initiated by the late, unspeakable J. Edgar Hoov¬ 
er. The FBI sought to gag Dr. King s denunciation of the 
FBFs affinity with the Albany. Georgia, policemen who 
hart fh^ civi! Tights of BlacKs in 1961”1963. 

The espionage against Dr. King was part of the of¬ 
fensive against the Black liberation, peace, and labor move¬ 
ments. : 

Incitement of murder has been part of it. as witness 
the current disclosures of the role played by an FBI pro¬ 
vocateur in the dsTiamiiing attributed to the Weathermen 
organization in 1969-1970. 

The federal institutions that persecuted Dr. King are 
the ones which, as Watergate is revealing, made the Viet¬ 
nam Veterans .Against the War one of its targets. 

Copperating in these filthy operations have been the 
undercover agencies of city governments. Thus. John 
Caulfield, who allegedly passed the offer of Presidential 


trained for a decade as a member ofahe.New York City 
Police Department's Bureaitpf^pecialServices. 

The FBI operation agaiikt Dr. King w'as directed by 
J. Edgar Hoover. More important for assessing its signi¬ 
ficance is that it W’as approved by the late Robert Kennedy, 
as .Attorney General of the United States. The surveillance 
continued from October 1963 to at least until 1965 and. acv 
cording to some accounts, until the lime of King's assas¬ 
sination. 

Dr. King was the victim not only of surveillance but of 
a high-powered rifle. He w’as not only spied on but mur¬ 
dered. Is there anyone who can assure the people that the 
spying did not set him up for assassination? 

Watergate has confirmed that the Federal govern¬ 
ment has created, as an adjunct of our two-party system, 
a vast web of espionage against the democratic people's 
forces.' I f ‘ ^ 

, The “irielligence” operations directed'against the^ 
.Arnerican people as uncovered b>l thefovin Comm^fee ' 
and ^St^where. should be destroyed by Cohsress. ■ 
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mibiTto 
Jr. King told 


(Mount Clipping in Spoce Bolow) 



By WALLACE TURNER 
New York Times Service 


A former FBI agent says that in the 1960s 
le bureau used material gained in 
onic surveillance of the Rev. Pv- 

uthe^ing_Jr...in. an apparent effort to 

ndermine the late civil rights leader s sup- 
jrt among his white backers-X—^ • --- - 
The former agent also 
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Beach, Calif. 


lid that many news- 
permen were urged to 
rite articles disclosing 
limate details of Pr. 


ing’s personal life — 
tails to be suppUed by 


le, bureau after they 
ore picM up in tele- 
one taps! These taps on 
r. King were said to 
.ve been much more 
idespread than had 
reviously been reported. 

THE former agent, 
rlhur Murtagh, a 51- 
'iar-old lawyer now prac- 
cing in Constable, N.Y„ 
)ld the New York Times 
I an interview that 
nportant figures in the 
Bl even tried to per- 
lade community leaders 
1 Atlanta that they 
hould not attend a ban- 
uet that was held to 
onor Dr. King after he 
.on the Nobel Peace 
*rize in 1964. 

The persuasion was said 
0 have included a wam- 
(g that the bureau had 
ierogatory Information 
bout Dr. King that might 
ventually 

■ io se w ho atten^**^» ^ 
an quel? ^ 
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Murtagh retire,^ from 
we Duffeau in SepfeRliycf 
|t971 after 21 years, include 
ing 11 years in the Atlanta 
office. His account to The 
Times has been confirmed 
in interviews with various 
independent sources. 

The factjUiat^Dr. King’s 
telephone was tapped has 
been well-established. It 
was disclosed in 1968 
while Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy campaigned for 
the Democratic president 
tail nomination. . 

After Kennedy’s murder 
in June 1968 his former 
associates said that the 
tap was installed when 
Kennedy, as attorney 

( general, acquiesced in 
1963 to J. Edgar Hoover’s 
repeated demands for au¬ 
thority to tap. Hoover had 
argued that Dr. King had 
associations with subver¬ 
sive groups who sought to 
use the civil rights move¬ 
ment against the best 
interests of the United 
Stdtcs 

IN 1969, the tap on Dr. 
King was further de¬ 
scribed briefly in court 
hearings involving the 
draft violation conviction 
of Muhammad All, then 
the world heavyweight 
boxing champion. 

These brief gUmpses 
. .made it clear that the tap 
was instituted in October 
1963, and was continued at 
least into 1965. There 
were suggestions that it 
lasted untU 1968, when Dr. 

I King was assassinated. 
The bureau has never 
given any information 
SSouTlRB tap. “ 
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A former agent of the Fed- 

_ Bureau of Investigation 

says that in the ninteen-sixties 
the bureau used material gained 
in an electronic surveillance of 
Jh© Rev. Dr. Martin Luther, 

:5ing Jr. in fflTTtpparenr'Bnwtt 
to vmHermlne the late civil' 
rights leader’s support among 
his white backers. 

The former agent also said 
that many newspapermen were 
urged to write articles disclos¬ 
ing intimate details of Dr. 

King's personal life—details to 
be supplied by the bureau after 
they were picked up in the 
telephone .taps. Three taps on 
Dr. King were said to have 
been much more widespread 
than had previously been re¬ 
ported. , 

The former agent, Arthur 
Murtagh, a Sl-year-old lawyer 
now . practicing in Constable, 

N.Y„ . told The New York 
Times in an interview that im- 
jportant figures in the F.B.I, 

^even tried to persuade com- 
munity leaders in Atlanta that 
they should not attend a ban¬ 
quet that was held to honor Dr. 

King after he won the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1964. The persu¬ 
asion was said to have include^ 
a warning that the bureau hadi 
derogatory Information about! 

Dr. King that might eevntually. 
embarrass those who attended 
the banquet' 

’ Tap Disclosed In 1968 
Mr. Murtagh retired from the 
bureau in September, j 

ter 21 years of service, includ¬ 
ing 11 years in the Atlanta of¬ 
fice. His account to The 'Times 
has been confirmed in inter¬ 
views with various independent 

sources. _ ' 

The fact that Dr. Kmg s tele- 
phone was tapped has been 
well-established.' It w^s U'S’ 
closed in 1968 while Senator. 

Robert F. Kennedy canapaigned 
for the Democratic Presidential 
■^^^rwi'iifTa^Qn. - -l-I-1_ 

“TjQdUN lIS/3,/>1 A' 


After Mr. Kennedy was mur/ 
dered in early June, lyus, nd 
former associaies said that the 
tap was installed when Mr. 
Kennedy, as Attorney General, 
acquiesced in* 1963 to J. Edgarj 
' Hoover’s repeated demands for 
authority to tap. Mr. Hoover 
argued that Dr. King had asso- 
' ciations with subversive groups 
who souj^t to use the .civil 
riglits movement against the 
best interests of United 
States. 

In 1969, the tap on Dr. King 
was further described briefly in 
court hearings^ involving the 
draft violation’' conviction of 
Muhammad Ali, then the world 
heavyweight boxing champion. 
These brief glimp.ses made, it' 
cltSTnoraroe tap was ih.suTuledl 


'sought the authoriHi.-i'T.^-lgP 
i T r rtMn ' g f phones in order to 
get information to destroy the 
civil rights leader and sUence 
ihis criticism of the bureau’s 
alleged failures to investigate 
the complaint of^ Ne^o« 
ag ai nsr S i vi flte law erffui vuiieift 


in October, 1963, ajd was cjon- 
tin tiDii ul h? a st into 19bD. 'inere 
were suggestions that it lasted 
until 1968, when Dr. King was 
‘aissassinated, and the bureau 
has never given any informa-' 
tion about the tap. \ • 

"MartiikLuthwv JCing*became 
the No. 1 bureau interest as 
far as the Atlanta office was 
concerned,” Mr, Murtagh said. 
TTie former agent was a mem¬ 
ber of the 15-man group as¬ 
signed to the security squad 
and it was this group that 
conducted the electronic sur-,, 
veillance of Dr. King, Mr.l 
^Murtagh said. I 

The fonnef agent, who 
describes himself as one of 
a half-dozen liberals who sur¬ 
vived in the bureau to reach' 
retirement age, said he is noW 
preparing his notes to write a, 
Dook on his experiences. 

Mr. Murtagh said he retired 
from the bureau on the first 
day he was eligible. He was 
very critical of the bureau in^ 
the Interviews, which werCj 
held at his home. 

, He said that he could not 
offer proof, but that he 
b ellevecL co mpletely «.t h^.t,._^ . 
Hoover, as bureau directoiv 


off i ' g grs lff ^ Albany, Ga.'; Trora 
1961 to 1963. ' ' 

Mr. Murtagh would not name 
„ agents yiho took part in the 
I surveillance. He said that he 
believed they had been taking 
orders, and that to name them 
now would cause them un¬ 
deserved embarrassment. He 
said he had not taken part ini 
the surveillance because he had 
toid the supervisor in charge 
that he believed the tap was 
illegal. 

When asked to <»xplain how 
he could enforce such a refusal 
jin a highly disciplined organ- 
jization such as the F.B.I., Mr. 
Murtagh said that he had be¬ 
come known as a critic of 
some activities, and that his 
work in the Atlanta office was 
valuable to the agents as¬ 
signed to direct the office. 

He was paymaster, and "con¬ 
trol,” for a network of under 
cover informers who were "in 
place” in black organizations 
[that were growig in importance 
'at that time. He said, for ex- 
..ampler that he was able to 
learn almost anything he want¬ 
ed to know about the opera¬ 
tion of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, which 
iDr. King headed. 

! Mr. Murtagh said he once 




"Callahan K 

^Ir. Cleveland- 

Mr, Conrad,_ 

Mr. Gebhardt/V:2:r 
Mr, Jenkins . 

Mr. Marshall 
Mr. Miller, E. 

Mr. Soyars- 

Mr. Thompson- 

Mr. Walters- 

Tele. Room- 

Mr. Kinley 


Mr. Armstrong 
Mr. Bowers 
Mr. Herington 
Ms. Herwig _ 

Mr. Mintz- 

Mrs. Neenan- 

J . y 



■> 



The Washington Post 
Times Herald- 


The Evening Star (Washington 
The Sunday Star (Washington) 

Daily News (New York)- 

Sunday News (New York)- 

New Yoik Post- 


The New York Times — 

The Daily World -- 

The New Leader- 


challenged the agent who ran 
the surveillance to say whetherj 
there was justification for the 
contention that Dr. King was 
involved with subversives—the 
justification for the telephone 
tap. He quoted the agent as 
replying, “I would Jry to l ell 
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Uiers that there 1 

vouldn’t try to tell it. to you." 

Mr. Murtagh also -4iaid that 
he extent of the electronic 
urveilLance was never well 
fiderstcxjci' outside limited dr¬ 
ies within the bureau. Her'said 
hat it went on for at least 
hree years, and that more than 
;.000 tel^bone conversations 
vere monitored. 

Previously published accounts 
'f the telephone tap have in- 
iicated that onlv three 
hones were involved—those inf 
.)r. King's home» at the South- 
•rn Christian Leadership Con- 
■erence offices in Atlanta, and 
It an office in New York that 
•vas used by the person that 
Mr. Hoover had argued was a 
libversiv© attempting to misuse 
Or. idng. It was this contention 
'hat caused Robert Kennedy to 
approve the telephone tap. 

Mr. Murtagh said that tele¬ 
phones all over the Unit^ 
States were tapped, and that it 
• was not uncommon for the 
Atlanta bureau to discover that 
I it had monitored a call, and that 
Lhe other end of the call had 
,i)een monitored by a different 
.listening post 

! ‘The surveillance was mas¬ 
sive and complete,” Mr. Murtagh 
said. “He couldn't wiggle They 
ihad him.” 

I Fed Into Washington 
! Sources in Washington con¬ 
firmed the broad outlines of Mr. 
jMurtagh’s description. These 
.sources confirmed that when 
nr. King left Atlanta, the F.B.I. 
electronic , surveillance wwt 
with him, and that his tele¬ 
phones In hotels in other cities 
were Upped, with reports of 
information derived from these 
Ups fed into Washington as 
was the Atlanta data. ^ ' 

In another part of his inter¬ 
view, and again in a way that 
avoided the i«e of names, Mr. 
Murtagh said that after Dr. 
King wwi the Nobel Peace 
Prize, the bureau made a well- 
orchestrated attempt to under¬ 
mine the success of the banquet 
that wais held In Dr. Kings 
honor , in Atlanta. 

The former agent said that 
persons who understood his 
critical attitude toward the 
bureau's activities in the civil 
rights field told him that an 
agent from the AtlanU office 
and one of the top officials 
from Washington headquarters 
had called* on two religious 
l^ders and on the late Ralph 
McGiU, editor of tihe Atlanta 
Constitution^ to attempt to per- 
\ suade them.^ not to» at}"»f r- 4 he 

V ifi ■“—■ 

■* in f * -i"'* - 


' (JdfjMuiUgh agairiwiniULsGtt 
name the^agent or the head¬ 
quarters official. But he said 
that, the morning after the 
Washington man arrived at the 
Atlanta office, the agent said to 
Mr. MurUgh, “We're going to 
get him today. Hoover is going 
to take care of King today.” 

No Atuck by Editor 
Mr. Murtagh said that the 
bureau had agents assigned to 
be the contaa men for persons 
such as newspaper editors, and 
tiiAt the man he quoted had 
beat the contact for Mr. McGill. 
Ihis agent took the Washing¬ 
ton man to see Mr, McGill and 
lhe next day told Mr. Murtagh, 

‘T guess McGill will be taking 
care of King.” But the edited 
made no attack on civil 
rights loader. ‘ ' 

While the death of Mr. Mc¬ 
Gill and the refusal of Mr. 
Murts^gh to name the agents 
made it impossible to corro¬ 
borate his story, an interview 
with Eugene Patterson, former 
editor of The Constitution,. 
pr^uced a recollection that 
parallels the story told by Mr. 
‘Murtagh. ^ ^ 

Mr. Patterson, now president 
and publisher of The St. Peters¬ 
burg (Fla.)) Times, said that 
in Sie spring of 1964, he was 
called on by an F.B.I. agent, ; 
whom he v/ould not name. 

“You people have been giving 
support to Martin Luther King,” 
Mr. Patterson q\k>t^ the'^agent 
as saying. “Don't you owe it , 
ito yc^ readers to’t^l them ^ 
what kind of man he is? Our v 
information is that while he 
postures as a great morai ieader, 
he is running around with wo- ,, 
men. Dont' you think your read¬ 
ers ought to know this?" 

“I told him we didn’t run a 
keyhole-pecking newspaper,” 
Mr. Patterson remembered say¬ 
ing. T told him that Wnd of * 
thing had nothing to do with 
the dvil rights movement” ; ’ ; 

I * , Urged Coverage 

j Mr. Patterson said the agent 
I told him that Dr. King would 
meot a woman at an airport In ‘ 
Florida that weekend, and In¬ 
sisted that the Constitution 
send a .reporter and photogra- , 
pher to record the meeting. , 
Mr. Patterson refused. Some ! 
days later, the agent rrtumed J 
and again insisted that “he 
newspaper would not print the < 
n owg. if w e give It tg 
Mr. Patterson sarnTT 


A. day. or„ so later, accordig g 
to Mr. Patterson, the ag^t 
called and said, “our infoma- 
tion is that the meeting is off 
so it's a good thing yon didn’t' 
send anybody down t here.” 

In reflecting on the electronic 
surveillance of Dr. King, Mr, 
Murtagh said, “from the , 
things I saw. It appeared to me 
to be a 'get King* movement in 
the bureau. It was triggered by 
Hoover's hatred of King as a . 
result of Xing's criticism of the | 
bureau back In '62 and ’63.” “* 

He also said that he was 1 
somewhat ashamed as he re- i 
membered that one Saturday 
Inight, when the King telephone 
I tap had been in existence for 
years, he agreed to spend four ' 
or five hours manning the lis- * 
tening post when another agent 
had an emergency that took 
him off duty. ' 

“I don’t really know why I ' i- 
agreed to do it,” he said. “I » 
guess It is that you go along 
and watch It run end it gets so 
you really believe this is too 
mammoth and there is nothing 
J .could-.do.” 



Unittd Prtu In^alloiMl 

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, leaving J,%dgar 
■' jHoover’s office after conferring with the FJB.L director 
i on Dec. 1, 1964. Dr. King had requested the meeting 

1 1 - - durin g a bitter controversy between the $ssiijsiks 9 - 
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By WALLACE Tt/RNER 

A former agent of the Fed* • 
eral Bureau erf ’Investigation 
says that in the ninteen-sixties 
the bureau used material gained - 
in an electronic surveillance of 
. the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. in an apparent effort 
, to underm ine th e late civil 
. rights leader's suji^rt among 
‘ bis white backers. 

The former agent also said 
. that many nev/spapermen were 
’ urged to write articles discilos- 
,_ing intimate details of Dr. 

'"King’s personal life- 7 -detaiIs to 
be supplied the bureau after 
they were picked up in the 
telephone taps. Three taps on 
Dr. King were said to have 
been much more widespread 
than had previously been re¬ 
ported. 

The former agent. Arthur ■ 

MurUgh, a 51-year-old lawyer 
now practicing in Constable, 

N.Y., told The Nbw York__ 

Times in an interview that im- - ■ ' unit#d i*r»« int»m»«oMi 

. portant figures in the F.B.I. I'jjg nr irUg Ti. leaving J. Edgar 

even tried to Hoover’s office after conferring with the F.B.I. director I 

Sey ^oSfnot atteid a ban- on Dec. 1. 1?64. Dr. King had r^uested the meeting J 

quet that was held to honor Dr. during a bitter controversy between the two men. 

Twaming that tha bumau^adl '““rt he^mgs of‘i“*'bme.iriI 

embarrass i*ose who attended « glimpses made it tSt he could not 

me banqu^ ejear tl^the Up was but that ' he 

^ Tap Disclosed In 1968 - . __H believed completely that Mr. 

' Mr. Murtagh retired from the in "October, 1963, and i^as con- Hoover, as, bureau director, 
bureau in September, 1971, af-Stiniied at least into 1965. There gought the authority to tap 
ter 21 years of service, includ-j^^re suggesUons that It lasted Dr. King’s phones in order to 
ine 11 years In the .Mlanta or-| ., when Dr. King was get information to destroy me 
fice His account to 'The Times --i'-a+lrt anH thih Bureau civil rights leader and silence, 

hM been confirmed in Inter- a«>e«ne«d. criticism of the bureau’s' 

views with various independent has never given any infonna ijjieged failures to investigate! 
' sources the complaints of Negroes 

The fact that Dr. King’s tele* "Martin Luther King became j against white law enfo(;£eme£jL 
'phone was tapped has hew j bureau interest as - ^ 

well-established. It was dls* ^ Atlanta office was offi&rrirHMbany. GaTTrom 

closed in 1968 while Senator ^ « Murtarh said. ^ 1963. 

Robert F. Kennedy campaign^ Mf- Murtagh would not name 

for the Democratic Presidential The fonner agent was a mem* who took part In 

nomination. ber of the 15-man ^up as- s^rve^Uance. He said that he 
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'well-established. H was <!«■ as the Atlanta office was offi&rrTTHMbany. GaTTrom Hn - /?* 

closed to 1968 while Senator' ^ ^ ' ,, Murtarh said. 19^1 to 1963. fQ f l 

Robert F. Kennedy campaign^ * mL, Mr. Murtagh would not name ' TjTYF'RFnORDSST 

for the Democratic Prwidential The form^ agent was a mern* agg^ts who took part In iixt KtitJUlvLrJUij 

nomination. ber of toe 15-man surveillance. He said that he 59* niwll 

After Mr. Kennedy was mur- signed to the security squad kgjjeved they had been taking y> ^ 

der^ to early June, 1968, his and it was this group that joj-^grg^ and that to name toem 'f/i f f 

former associates said that the conducted toe elecUomc sur* tn^w \w>uld cause them un- . > 

7 tap was installed when Mr. veillance of Dr. King, Mi* deserved embairassment. Ho j 

Kennedy, as Attorney (jeneral, .Murtagh, s«u<fcv . ' ,said he had not taken part in ✓ 

f- t Tn.. agent, who the surveiUance because he had 


acquiesced in 1963 to J, Edgar , The \foto _ . „ . 

Hoover’s repeated demands for describes as one oi 

i authority to tap. Mr. Hoover a half-dozCTvllberals wlw) sur- 
f argued that Dr. King had asso. vived/Th'X^ bureau to reach 
*' ciaticmB with subversive groups retironmeht lage, said he is now 
who sought to use the civil prg^rpi&^s.not^ift^rito fi 
\ rights movement against the bo^ t<^mini^ exp erHn w(5 , .r nr 
V best interests of toe Uni^d -4 

Vstates^- r-^ ■ --AJ ' . " 


the surveillance because he had 
told the supervisor to charge 
that he believed toe lap was 
il iepal. I. ' ff . 
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he could enforce such a refusal 
in a highly disciplined organ¬ 
ization such as the Mr. 

Murtagh said that he had be¬ 
come known as>««oftritic of 
some activities, and that his 
work in the Atlanta office was 
valuable to ^the agents as¬ 
signed to direct the office. 

He was payqf)aster, and "con¬ 
trol,” for a network of under¬ 
cover informers who were "in 
place” in black organizations 
that were growig in importance 
at t!iat time. He said, for ex¬ 
ample, that he was able to 
learn almost anything he want¬ 
ed to know about the opera¬ 
tion of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, which 
Dr. King head-'d. 

Mr. Murtagh said he oncei 
challenged the agent who ran 

fHn f rim • Al tf 1-! 

ijn,. ^'lui V ciuaiic*.' itf 7*f*Y *'vi!rifn:ij 

.there was justification for the| 
Contention that Dr. King was 
mvolved with subversives—tijie 
jiustification for the tclenhone 
(t|p. He quoted the agent is 
^replying, "I would try to t(^t 

<Uhers that there was. but- 1 
wouldn’t try to tell it to yoii” 

' I Mr. Murtagh also said thM 
extent of the electronic 
sArveilLance was never well 
understood outside limited cir¬ 
cles within the bureau. He said 
that it went on for at least 
three years, and that more than 
5,000 telephone conversations 
were monitored. 

Previously published accounts 
of the telephone tap have in¬ 
dicated that only three tele¬ 
phones were involved—those in 
Dr. King’s home, at the South¬ 
ern Christian Leadership Con¬ 
ference offices in Atlanta, and 
at an office in New York that 
was used by the person that 
Mr. Hoover had argued was a 
subversive attempting to misuse 
Dr. King. It was this contention 
that caused Robert Kennedy to 
approve the telephone tap. 

Mr. Murtagh said that tele¬ 
phones all over the United 
States were tapped, and that it 
was not uncommon for tlie 
Atlanta bureau to discover that 
it had monitored a call, and that 
the other end of the call had 

lyvv'ti iiiur»iii.uicu vy o UiiiUiviii. 

listening post 

"The surveillance was mas 
sive and complete,” Mr. Murtagh 
said. "He couldn’t wiggle. They 
had him.” 

Fed Into Washington 

Sources in Washington con¬ 
firmed the broad outlines of Mr., 
Murtagh’s description. These; 
sources confirmed that when 
Dr. King left Atlanta, the F.B.I. 
electronic surveillance went 
with him, and that his tele¬ 
phones in hotels in other cities 
were tapped, with reports of 
information derived from the.se 
tap ^ fed in to Washington as 
wasuie^AtTinta data. 


In another part of his inter¬ 
view, and again in a way that 
Avoided the use of names, Mr. 
Murtagh said that after Dr. 
fCing won the Nobel Peace 
Prize, the bureau made a well- 
orchestrated attempt to under¬ 
mine the success of the banquet 
that was held in Dr, King’s 
honor in Atlanta. 

The former agent said that 
persons who understood his 
rrilical attitude toward the 
bureau’s activities in the civil 
rights field told him that an 
agent from the Atlanta office 
and one of the top officials 
from Washington headquarters 
had called on two religious 
leaders and on the late Ralph 
McGill, editor of the Atlanta 
Constitution, to attempt to per¬ 
suade them not to attend the 
banquet. 

\ffr urAnW Tinf 

name the agent or the hcad-l 
(quarters official. But he said 
[that, the morning after the 
Washington man arrived at thej 
Atlanta oftice, tiie agent said toi 
Mr. Murtagh. "We’re going toi 
!goi him today. Hoover is going 
'♦o take care of King today.” 

I No Attack by Editor 
1 Mr. Murtagh said that the 
H’.neau had agents assigned to 
be the contact men for persons 
such as newspaper editors, and 
that the man he quoted had 
been the contact for Mr. McGill. 
Thi.s agent took the Washing¬ 
ton man to see Mr. McGill and 
the next day told Mr. Murtagh, 
"1 guess McGill will be taking 
care of. King.” But the editor 
made no attack on the civU 
rights leader. 

While the death of Mr. Mc¬ 
Gill and the refusal of Mr. 
Murtagh to name the agents 
made it impossible to corro¬ 
borate his story, an interview 
with Eugene Patterson, former 
editor of The Constitution, 
produced a recollection that 
parallels the story told by Mr. 
Murtagh. 

Mr. Patterson, now president 
and publisher of The St, Peters¬ 
burg (Fla.)) Times, said that 
in the spring of 1964, he was 
called on by an F.B.I. agent, 
whom he would not name. 

“You peopic have Keen giving 
support 10 Martin Luther King,” 
Mr, Patipr.son quolcd the agent 
as saying. “Don't you owe it 
to your rc.idcrs to tell tlicm 
what kind of man he is? Our 
information is that while he 
postures as a great moral leader, 
he is running around with wo¬ 
men. Dont’ you think your read¬ 
ers ought to know this?” 

"I told him we didn’t run a 
keyhole-peeking newspaper.” 
Mr. psi.terson remembered say¬ 
ing. "I told him that kind of 
thing had nothing to do with 
thi ^iYii rig hts movemca4,J*~>ji^ 
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Mr. Patterson said the egent] 
told him that Dr. King would 
meet a woman at an airport in 
Florida that weekend, and in¬ 
sisted that the Constitution 


send a reporter and photogra¬ 
pher to record the meeting. 

Mr. Patterson refused. Some 
days later, the agent returned 
and again insisted that "he 
newspaper would not print the 
news if we give it to you,” 
Mr. Patterson said. 

A day or sO later, according 
to Mr. Patterson, the agent 
called and said, "our informa¬ 
tion is that the meeting is off 
so it’s a good thing you didn’t 
send anybody down t here.” 

I In reflecting on the electronic 
surveillance of Dr. King, Mr. 
Murtagh said, "from all the 
things I saw. It appeared to me 
to be a ‘get King’ movement in 
the bureau. It was triggered by 
Hoover's hatred of King as a 
result of King’s criticism of the 
bureau back in ’62 and ’63." 

He also said that he was 
somewhat ashamed as he re¬ 
membered that one Saturday 
night, when the King telephone 
tap had been in existence for 
years, he agreed to spend four 
or five hours manning the lis¬ 
tening post when another agent 
had an emergency that took 
han off duty. 

rl don’t really know why I 
a^eed to do it,” he said. "I 
gifc.ss it is that you go along 
and watch it run and it gets soj 
you really believe this is loo 
mammoth and the re i^ othing 
L could do.” I 
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" ^Ir. and Mr.s. Martin 
J.ulher King Sr. <— cater 
auditorium at Harlci^ Uos- 

pital’s MjiilLnlAdhcr King. 

I’avilion before dedieatum. 
The new IS-story building 
\va.s dedicated yesterday 
in ceremony briefly dis¬ 
rupted bv six demonstra¬ 
tors. Five of the ]uotes- 
ters were led from audi¬ 
torium by police, but the 
s i X t ll>. black militant 

C li a r 1 c^.^cnyatla, was 

carried out.^ Demonst ra- 
lors want hospital wing 
dedicated to pioneer black 

surgeon, lb'._I^yyi? . ■;* 

K Wright. 
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>BSEimNG^NG HiRTHDAY^ 

JSC SlitdcEls Hear 
EMi SCLC Official 
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In celebration ol .the b rlh of 
Martin Lnlhcf Kin^;, Jr., the 
>titulc for the Study of Jlis- 
-ry, Life, and Cvdturc of Flack 
! .>plc at Jackson Stale (’ollcpc 
•W present its annual Winter 
!ivoo*lion on Frid.ay, Jan. IS, 
,1 at fO a. ni. in Dansby Hall 
iditorium. • 

T!ie speaker for this event is 
le Rev. Andrew J. Young, vice 
csident of the Southern Oiiris- 
an Leadership Conference in 
tlanta. His subject is “Martin 
jther King, Jr. and the Black 
^^vol^tion.’' 
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THE KEV. MR. YOUNG „ 


The public is invited to the ^jojus and pca'‘e fn J.0S4, Dr. 
ogram. No admission t^ill be .appointed Y-aung Exccii- 

“*rgcd, director of SCLC. and since 

The Rev. Young was born in functioned as a ton 

•'w Orleans, La. He attended ^ aide to the SCLC President and 
.'.lard Univor.Xity there in las director of all staff and a 
'J47-4S and grad\;atcd fromjgupen'isor of all programs, 
'■xvard University in Mashing*, instrumental 

( 0 , D. C. w<ih a Bachelor ofijj.j developing other SCLC 

cicnce Degree in 15M. In 19^3;“Operation ■Breadbasket" the 
? obtained a ^^Oi*i^^jdsfcrs Leadership ^Training 

.:nily Degree at Hartford Tnco- pj.ggj^^ housing for" the poor. 

■ .gical Seminary in Onneca-t 

He is a prominent civil rig'its' 

'ider who has served as cx- 
c’.iiivc assistant and close ad- 
.sor to Dr. Martin Luther 
K'ng, Jr. and Dr. Ralph .\bcr- 
r.r.thy in the .‘Southern Christian 
■rograms, including v'>t''r regis- 
' ration and poMti''”'! rducatmn. 
i.eadership Conference Since 
msi when he joined SCLC, the 
'tev. Young has parlicioatcd in 
lie highest planning■ ai'id ^itrate- 
• y councils for every majoj 
.Vincrican movement for hum?4 
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youth activities, -Mr-d organizing 
the working poor. 

In February. 1968, Young was 
elected Executive Vice Pres¬ 
ident by the SCLC Coard of_ 
Directors. 

The speaker is widely rccog-_ 
nized as an articulate advocate 
of nan-violcnl social change and 
a creator of ideas and programs 
for achienng that change. He 
has written and spoken exten¬ 
sively on national and interna¬ 
tional affairs and he is current¬ 
ly invo’ved in an analysis of 
beth the history of the civil 
right' movement and the 
related problems of racism, 
economic exploitation, war, and 
colcnialism. 

1 He is Chairman of the Board 
.-f the Delta Ministry of Missis- 
"^‘Tpi, and a board member of 
the Martin Luther King. Jr. 
Memorial Center, the Robert F. 
Kennedy Memorial Foundation, 
the Urban Training Center, the 
Cemmittee for a SAiN'E Nuclear 
Policy, the National Social Wel¬ 
fare AS'ombly-jand a nun>ber of 
other "religious' and human 
rights groups. 
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UPI-160 ^ 

WASHINST^-^^HUGE COKWTTEE OF LEXERS IN CONGRESS AND THE 
NATION TODAY RENEVED A DRIVE TO HAVE THE JAN. BIRTHDAY OF THL 

‘■''■^Frac^^f^R-N^Y''''’^TOLD rNEVs''cONFERlNCrCALLED FOR 
•nrt-^r^iircN^AT^KlfiG’S LEaBeRSHIP^IN CIVIL RIGHTS SHOVED "AN 
E^LTATION and SKILL" COMPARABLE TO THAT OF GREAT MEN ALREADY 

”°”2g|orge V’ASKINGTN and ABE LINCOLN MAY WELL BE JOINED BY MARTIN 

‘■“TmG"'sLhN''BY”N ISSASSIN^IN 15«8. NOT ONLYDEV^D HIS LIFE 

^^R^THIS^cfusEl-^HlISlDoS?MRs! CORETTA^SCOTT^KiScf SAID.*- " 

TKF RFV RaLpH D. ABERNATHY. WHO SUCCEEDED KING AS HEAD OF THE 
SOUTHERN^CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, SAID HE WILL BRING 
PETITIONS TO CONGRESS BEARING MORE THAN 1 MILLION SIGNATURES NEXT 

l inuM rfiNYFRC D-N Y WHOSE 1569 HOLIDAY BILL NEVER GOT 

i0UT'13F*THE”H^USE JUdIcIARY cSmMITTEE, ANNOUNCED HE WILL INTRODUCE 
!tHE measure in the next SESSION OF CONGRESS. 
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CHICAG0--FB1 DIRECTOR J,* 

TRYING TO -WHITEMAIL- THE LATE MARTIN LUTHER_KING JK., mi. klv. 

MIh'kOOVeS w ^Ss, •IKJW t«A»si«I PTIOBS 

RF REVIVED BY* THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AND 

pT\fTi ptchtr RTVIRION* a panel of black jurists and LAVMAKLRSj 
EMINENT CIVIL RIGHTS ^EADERSj AND A GROUP OF BLACK AND VHITE 

‘^^SACKqON^qATD HE DID NOT KNOV ABOUT A MEETING BETWEEN KING AND 

HOOVER AND "EVEN IF IT WAS 5c:^NnT^ ON^ OF ^SEXUAL PROWESS 

KING’S CONTRIBUTION TO HIS PEOPLE WAS NOT ONE OF SEXUAL FKUWt.b:> 

BUT ONE OF COMMITMENT TO l-I^mf/oiirTTY TN A PLOT 
iDrA^GNPo^VLlENcVT-SHITEMAILtPArFORSE'RLY^N^'B^^ 

^nI't^INTIMTDAtcV KING SO AS Jo prevent HIM FROM 
CARRYING OUT HIS CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVITIitS. 

ATLANTA-THE WIDOW AND THREE FORMER TOP AIDES 
ACCUSED THE EDITORS OF TIME MAGAZINE ^ ^ 

UNNUENDO" ABOUT KING’S THROW MUD ON 

"TIME MAGAZINE DISCREDITS ITSELF |N SEEKING TO THROW MUD ON 
A MAN ADORED AND LOVED BY MILLIONS. BLACK AND WHITE, .^AID A PRLPAKLD 
STATEMENT ISSUED THROUGH THE OFFICES OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 

ILEADERSHIP CONFERENC|^^^ IN STOOPING TO SENSATIONALISM THROUGH 
rTPTTON AND IRRESPONSIBILITY* WE SUGGEST THAT TIME REREAD ITS OWN 
STORY ON DR. KING'S IMMORTAL CONTRIBUTION, PUBLISHED WHEN HE 

“^^U-eIurTHErIuggL^To"thFtIMe'eDITORS THAT BEFORE THEY PRINT 
GOSSIP AND INNuInDO^ THE? MIGHT CHECK WITH THOSE PRESENT FOR THE _ 

"''"he"statement WAS signed BY THE REV. RALPH D ABERNATHY, f 

KING'S SUCCESSOR AS PR|SlDpT OF THf SCLC. * 

1 ^^^E^REiENf during”A UsA MEETING IN*WASHINGTON BETWEEN KING AND’^ 

\ FBI DIRECTOR HOOVER. '__ __ 

g/n--M3l030AED NOT RECORDED ' _ 

-—-^ WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SEHYICL^QI .. 

59 SEP 111970 , : , 

/■ » . _ — - - '- , - 


Clippma i- Spoc. B.I, 


3^’ 

f!' i 


f I 

... >1 



lO_¥ 


Chalieiige on 

Dr. King Tapes 

^•T 7 lV V^r,r^ ^ F«»'n UP| ,„d . 

I "D>\\ lORK —p 
P'jy general, chalS„ged^;^>’i“® U.S. attor- 

abo„; rnmors that tapes from li / feveal the truth 
m the late Dr. Marlin LulhetAfin»(’'’^***'"'”® 
played to p„blghlri-stXiiloTr^f^h^‘®‘ 

said" current Mck^™-^CIarlt 

aa,n£rcn>iis Thr. ,,, 

only be to dee^TgrTat 

if surprised 

of c make such use 

PrSfti*'* private law 

P ^cljce caUod wiretapping 

act Of fln incipient p? 

<;‘ften is "sSd bv'Hi'; 

Torhiry »•»“« 

"The risk of leaks, blacklJsfa 
«n< blackmail 1 » ’ex^cmeW 
JuKb, C lark said. ‘^Kavesdrojf I 

P«»K brin;:s out the iomT 
human nature. 

wtmld tan 

the phones and bug tlie hole? O 

Of Dr. Klng^,,,o.Ud1'?,' ■ 

sal wo need to know about 
Ucos of tJwae prac- 

sonJlu^ AmerJran. who 

ence, waa a public man, his , ^ - 

conduct open. ' _ 

-- heAmerica, NOT RK(i 

- he offered more hope for re- ^ u r«-,v i 

than ^^8 6 

iZr.? , police Burvelil. __ 
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T.'lsrtin Lutlier King Day? 


ReprintedJrom MANCHESTER (N.H.) UNION LEADER o' 


Y O It Is n| 
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It Is n^cworthy that while 
In the vcry^ict of calling for the 

g et a hi J ch n-j <lnf rtf thC iatC 

tin Luther Kfffg's birthday as a 
national holiday, his erstwhile 
successor as head of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, Rev. Ralph David 
Abernathy, gave a revealing in¬ 
sight into his own tastes in 
< black leaders, praising Angela 
Davis, accused of complicity in 
murder, and the racist Black 

Panthers, 

When confronted with such 
^ blatant demagoguery, it seems 

■ to us that it is wrong not to 
speak out in protest. While we 
would prefer to speak only good 
of the dead, and while we recog- 

.5 nizc that there is much sin¬ 
cerity behind many of the en¬ 
comiums being heaped on Dr. 
King’s memory, it is impera¬ 
tive that the American people 

■ retain perspective on this man. 
We simply cannot stand Idly by 
and allow the truth to be 
burled. 

Therefore, it Is important 




that the Ainericau i/cGple look 


\ at ”the other side” of^Martln'| 
Luther King, with the'‘uhder-sit v*; 
standing that no man is totally *> 

V good or totally evil. 

V While Dr. King spoke and 
'.wrote pious words about 

“brotherhood,” the record will 
show that; 

^ —His words often created 
'■ the restlessness and discontent 


1 


ueiildgugucs uocu 


wnicii uvfii _ 

f to stir blacks to rioting, looting " 
;■ and murder. j 

i —That Dr. King’s calls for \ 

5 “freedom” for blacks must be 
; measured against his often j 
y demonstrated lack of concern 
. for the freedom of non-Com- ' 
munlst Vietnamese, Congolese, ' 
Cubans, Tibetans and other vie- • 
’ tims of Communist enslave- i 


iiicilv. 

/ —That he openly associated J 
I with such identified Com- j 
u munlsts as jack O'Dell, his * 
..aide, and participated in^aiiie#*- 
~ ^orpmunlsis 


/ 




o la I 


I ' " 






^ _ ■v*‘ ' It , - 


* 'T’Unt K/% ..f« r. rtrtr>»■omr»^^^rtll o 

of what he called * ‘our irrational 
obsession with antl-Commu- 
nism,” while in the same breath 
. he openly praised known Com- 
' munists. 

j —That he ignored the vigor- ; 

- ous protests of such Negro civil » 

■ rights leaders as Whitney Young . 

'■ and Roy Wilkins and insisted on 
! tying the civil rights movement ^ 

i nf Vipr runner* 

f. —That he permitted his as- ; 

slstants to organize pro-Vlet . 

; Cong demonstrations at which j 
> he himself spoke -- and where j 
• the American flag was ^ 
t burned — causing L>r. Alfred » 

\ .Jarretie, author of “The Negro * 
V in Politics,” to write that King A 
I' “has been used as a tool of the i 
W Communist Party in several i 
^nstanceSi” - 

1 * _That despite his concen- < 

^ tration on‘‘rights,*’he marched ^ 

into Chicago and took over one •> 
- landlord’s property and used it j 
for rent collection — without < 
. the owners permission. j 

; ‘i —That he openly sought to * 
' * provoke violence by whites, i 
I telling the NEW YORK TIMES i 
' that his particular brand of I 
: •’non-violence” was designed to i 
“bring to the surface ” the I 
^■vwleftce of white America. 


' • r. T- l‘ - Ty 
?Tr. 

' t f* "'ll \ ^ ^ 
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--That he used ^ hi,? 

try to blackmail 
CongiXss Into passing legisla¬ 
tion tint he wanted, and threat¬ 
ened ihat if he didn’t get it — 

**I th^ik the riots this summer 
...111 

(iVOOjl' Will uu wuiou Luaii AuoL 

summer^Talk of guerrilla war- 
ffare can Increase and even be-• 
>;come a reality.” 

♦ —That he vilified America 
as ”The greatest purveyor of 

V violence in the world today.” 
’'(1967) 

]. —That he preached * ’peace 

‘ while backing a resolution cal- 
^ ling on the United Nations to 

i ag^nst Rhodesia. 

V. —That (in 1967) this ad- 
l-vocate of ”love” compared U.S. - 
military methods with those of 
f the Nazis testing new methods . 

‘ and drugs in the concentration 
; camps of Europe, and gave 
. demagogic speeches accusing 

* American GIs of killing inno¬ 
cent civilians in Vietnam, 

t “rrirwcrl H^nrarlincr i 

: children as they beg for food, 
raping young girls, and turn- 
1 ing their mothers into prosti- 

V lutes. 

/ —That he spoke of “equal_ > 

, rights*' while he was willing to 
work for preferential treatment 
in which the Justice Department ^ 

- hushed up a stolen car incident 

• Involving one of his top ^ 

V attaches, Hosea Williams. 

--That he spoke for the ad- 
’ mission of Red China to the UN ^ 

• and linked the question to civil 
. rights. 

'■ —That this “great humanl- ^ 

tarian** opposed aid to the Con¬ 
go at a time when savages were 
slaughtering hundreds of Pro¬ 
testant missionaries and Cath- 
' olic priests and nuns. , 

( --That when he received the 
Nobel Pence Prize In Stock¬ 
holm In 1964, he used iheocca- 
' slon to deliver a vicious tirade 
against the United States. 

—That, In that very same 
j year, the ** saintly* Dr. King 

• condoned malicious attacks on 

• Barry Goldwater, who was 
f^sely^Jabeled as a bigot by^ 
bfaclc ex'tremlsts. :’i ^■" ■ * ’*** 


hat he literally ,2oadfd., 
|FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
into calling him “the most no¬ 
torious liar in the country,*’ 
then used the statement as the 
I basis of an abortive “«^ct 
i Hoover” campaign in which he 
suggested that Hoover was suf- 
, fering from senility, 
t --That, in 1964, when a 
, much-decorated New York 
, policeman. Lieutenant GilHgan, 
shot In self defense and killed a 
Negro who had attacked him 
; with a knife. Dr. King, that 
1 staunch advocate of “justice,** 

‘ nnhUrlv rharrroH_ tV\g% 

^ facts were in — that Gilligan, 

’ subsequently acquitted, was 
I guilty of “murder.^* 

Honor Dr. King with a 

• national holiday? Shades of 
{ George Orwell's ”1984**1 

«■' 

r (EDITOR'S NOTE; Reprints 

* of this article from the MAN- 
t CHESTER (N. H.) UNION 
f LEADER are available. Prices 
} postage prepaid: 25 for $1.00; 

. 100 for $3.50; 50 for $15.00. 

Order from THE INDEPEN- 
r DENT AMERICAN, P.O. Box 
: Orleans, La. J70Ll&^^ 
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RO'.TVya^Jker a yr 


By HENRY ALLEN ^ - .. 

« fr -oi ftf RalDh Abernathy's Southern Christian Leadership Confer^; 
An official of Rev. Raipn ^ ^ .5 Martin T.iithar 


that 


yauivCall 

president of the^ganii^v..,.. --- , ^ 
Kinji headed before his assasRina- . 

— tion. joined with , 

a grroup of; 
black lcadei-8 in 
Harlem, includ- •. 
ing State Sen. I 
Basil Paterson, 
to call on both 1 
Congress and 
New York State | 
to make King's ‘ 
birthday a legal 
holiday. t 

— A spokesman 
for the group, 
Rev. Martin^^^fnown as the 



1 VF t*i= 


^j^^osed in 'observSTT^i^ 

the day.V » 

Howar^ennstt. ^^imnaUco- 

oi^ dmalo l^ r tgTgroup, 


three million signatures have been 
1 irathered On petitions around the 
Ifountry in support of the pro- 
posed national b^hday. j 

Bills in both Congress and the ^ 
r j L»-gislatufe have yet tojbe acted 

N U .PatersdncaVed the bills essejnK^ 
' health of th’mTaTTTmT* 








The Washington Post 
Times Herald 


The Washington Daily News 


The Evening Star (Washington) _ 
The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 
Daily News (New York)- cLL 


Luther King ySiiliz.^.»Cil.nii^ 
mitiee.Xor a Martin Luther Rbi^ 

Holldiii^-Raid that" memorial ac- 

ttvin^New York tl'JS | 
■ 15 "would include a rally at the t 
I Central Park band shell in the; 
faflemoon and a one-hour pro¬ 
duction at Harlem's Apollo the- 
j ater in the evening. _ 

I'schools in ‘UJe cny 








Sunday News (New York) 
New York Post 


The New York Times 
The Sun (Baltimore) - 

The Daily World- 

The New Leader 


The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer - 
People’s World 


Examiner (Washington) 
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for Dr. King? 

N. A NEW group which calls itself the 
'N^^ashinglon Kmg Holiday Commit^e is 
planning a^^peacefuTbut forceful” mule " 
train march on the Capitol on Jan. 15 to) 
.^tition for that day to be made a na-l 
, lional hoWay to honor the birth of Mar - \ 

■ tin LutherKing Jr.' ’ 1 

' Previously, there had been considera- j 
hie sentiment for making the date of his i 
martyrdom a national holiday. So this is • 
a welcome turn. Whatever one’s feel- j 
ings about honoring heroes, it is more in j 
the Western tradition to celebrate theirj' 
births than to stir uphold wounds and? 
rancors by dwelling on their deaths. ■ I 
What saddens us about the plans for ^ 
next month’s march is that it is sup-] 
posed to be led by Dr. King’s widow, I 
Coretta. Somehow to put her in the fore- i 
front of those asking for a King’s Birth- :■ 
day holiday seems to us to be in dubious I 
taste. It usesjiei^s^adly and weakens the I 
cause. ■ V " ■ ^ , » 

We are stirred whenever Mrs. King J 
speaks out for her people and the poor: 

—for better houses, better schools, bet- i 
ter jobs and better breaks — but the 
formal < sanctification of her husband 
would be better left to someone else. 

~ ~~~l T ' ' '' —• 1 i 
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^1 a staff element of the Army’s highest in- 
By Paul Galloway ^ telligence unit under the assistant chief Q( 

Army intelligence agents followed digni- h-^^Jpriinn the rfetarhment 

tarics at the tuneral ot Dr. Martin Luther 

Kins Jr. in Allanta In IMsTi-ldfHier-ln. “ T™ 
tclliecncc acent disclosed Thursday Virginia Community College, 

iciiigence agent disc oscd THursday. W^ashfngton. D.C. - contained a ’’rlght- 

Ralph Stem. 27. who co-ordinated domestic ^ ..facial desk," Stein said, 

intelligence information on civilians for the jives Flushing, N.Y., and 

Army from July, 1967, to October, 1968, said ^g^y School lor Social Research In 

agents from the 111th Military Intelligence j^g^y york City, said intelligence operations 
Group, stationed in Atlanta, were assigned to yygj.g divided into the "actual physical sur- 
gather Information on prominent figures who yeillance" of persons and groups and the 
paid their respects to the slain civU rights compilation of reports on these Individuals 
leader, organizations. ’ ' 

Those attending (he rites for Dr. Ktpg. as- g^g,^ declined to comment "for legal rja- 
sassinaied April 4,1963, in Memphis, ii eluded whether the Army used wiretap^ or 

\}£. senators, governors and leadin; civil other foi ms of electronic surveillance, 
rights and anti-war advocates. data banks are still belnir maln- 

Files kept on thousands , . L t 

c(« 5 n tftM ’Tu^ cI.«T.rr,«e ArTriv taincd," Stem said In a telephone interview. 
- picm told T^e Sun-Times the Army kept , destroyed some of the files 

volununous Mos nol only on Pjonunent ^r- ^ ^ 

sons but on tons ot Uiousands ot citlicns who , ^ 

never made headlines and "who attended *^*'* *“'- 

4 in tow,u. acuvuies protected by the Con- t CttS Z 

Stein gave examples ot metbods used by ^ 

military undercover operatives In gathering, '*>vsaesso Wng P t c « 


compiling and exchanging information on ^ 
vllians. 


Some reports missing? 

Stein said that during his period on the left- 


tie told ot index cards he has on student, '>'>"6 „* T.? “ 


nnd faculty members from a Wisconsin col¬ 
lege campus collected by' an Army in¬ 
telligence unit in that area. Stein refused to 
identify the college. 

Evidence going to Ervin 
"On a card, for example, will be the name 
of a professor and a date on which he is re- 


sons and organizations who opposed certain 
government policies. a 

I The report, continually updated and cm- 
taiped in a loose-leaf file called "the Co n- 
' pqndium," was distributed to intelligence o fl¬ 
eets in Army areas, Stein said. 

i "The Army later decided to withdraw these 


ported to have said something like *1 think reports and destroy them, but I have been 
America is wrong In being in Vietnam.* ** told by sources in the Army that a certain 
He also has in his possession, he said, pho- number can’t be accounted for," he contin- 
tographs identifying students at the l/nivcr-ucd. 

sity of Minnesota campus In Minneapolis who stcin said it is common practice for Army 
tookjpart in on ontl-war dcmon.sirailon. ^ intelligence officers to meet informally with 
Tlni photos ore stampcd_a^ being taken by intelligence operatives from the Federal Bu- 
the sjchool’s campus police and were turned of Investigation, local police nnd other 
over^to an Army intelligence unit H that j jo exchange Information. 


area, Stein said. 

Stein said he was turning they 
over to the Senate subconimittee ^ 
Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr. (D-N.C.), w 
tosilgalcjtlic/nilitary wyi/igjJn w 
For fourithrec-yfi 


i service branches to exchange Information. 
-Igl 5 ' ‘Pressured by FBI* ^' 

a by Y*'™ cveiy^city.whcriClhcn^ an Army In- 
wili teUigpnCc''unit, the comma'ndini officer W*lds 
c re Sulkr'delimitation luncheons* with hissiiv- 
xmv Ui£) c^tfeT parts j tnd with' ag^&Jrom the 


duly, Stein supervised the "left-wing flesk** 
fo^the Counterintelligence Analysis Branch, 


. 'i,’’""l' _ 
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Air Force and Navy if they have units vi tho 
arqa, Tlicsc become a forum for exchange of 
information,” Stein said. 

1^0 Air Force nnd Navy have not been as 
prcuUy involved in Ji i H W ^t i i cc activities, he 
said, chiefly bccajise of manpower limita-> 
tions. ^ 

It was because the Army’s ample man- 
|)Ower that it \vas|prcssurcd by the FBI to 
continue its civiliah surveillance operations, 
he added. ' —»• 

"A lot of this is not going on anymore,” 
said Stein, who is conducting an independent 
study of Army Intelligence activities. "The top 
Arpy leaders and civilian Pentagon officials 
art trying to stop It, but they arc not beiilg 
toljl all the truth. Jordan (Robert E. Jordrn 
ill^ Army general counsel) has been glv( n 
half-truths and evasive answers.”. 
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By BILL MONTOOMERY 

A imit of the MarUn.LuthcM»n g Jr.Mein^,^nier u 
tianta has sepaTh'teini^WTire’paiCht'Cniamzation m srpnilo 
•phical split on how black people c^n best achieve self-deter- ■ 

I mination. , ,. u * 

I The InsUtute of the Black World, a research center of 

IV black history and culture headed by : 

AHarding, became a separate entity, dissolvuig o£liclffTOes~wIlli 
Ihe-MCK Memorial Center on Sept. 1. " ‘ : . Y _ ; 

\ A joint statement by Dr. Harding an d Dr^ u h us Bcott, ex¬ 
ecutive director of the memorialcenter, terms the s^afaUon a 

shops and seminars for scholars from the nearby Atlanta um- 
versity Center and around the nation on the black experience. 


[INSTITUTE OF TTIE 
BLACK WORLD^ 







;a^icT 

fU 


'Experimental in Beginning 


Officially, the relationship Detween the institute and the 
memorial center was Icrmed “experimental from the begin-, , 
ning. The public statement of the separation declares as a re- ■. 
suit of accumlated experience it became clear to both the cen- ?. 
ter and the institute that their interest and potential would be,. 
maximized by the IBW becoming a fully aulonoiiwus and mde-^ ; 

V Qf Qie separation was given as 

I Sept. 1, a corporation charter filed with Secretary of Slate Ben 
I Fortson for the InsMtulc of tlio Block World is dated In Juno. 

* Dr. Harding was appointed the first executive director of 
Uic mcmor’iaL center when It was established last year, over¬ 
seeing both the Institute of the Black World and the Library 
Documehtsjion Project of Dr. King’s civil rights movement 
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In X Makeup early last month, Dr. Harding moved to full-1 
' toWtf^ction of the IBW, and was succeeded by Dr. Scott, a " 
*2 as over-all head of the center’s operation.^;; j, . 
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S a Surprise to_ Center . ^ 

?r Dr. Handing,’Dr. Scott, nor Mrs.^Corgljific^ 
w of the slain civil rights leader andpresident of uiB 
Qorial Center, would speak in detail of past relation- 
chips' between tlie IBW and its parent unit. But several sources , 
say the split was initiated by the IBW and was a surprise to 
officials of the center. In interviews with the Atlanta Journal- 
ConsUtuUon, Mrs. King and Dr. Harding outlined philosophies 
divergent in several ways, though aimed at the same goal of 
black people controlling their own destinies. 

Mrs. King sees the memorial center as a monument to her 
husband, a “place for developiftffj:sai.^ategies for the proc-^ 


Turbulent History Probed 


The institute, established to seek answers from turbulent 
history about where the Negro race is going, has a different 
perspective. 

“On basic grounds we see ourselves as tied very much to 
Africa,” says I^. Harding, whose office in the frame house on .. 
Beckwith Street near the Atlanta University Center contains 
artifacts and literature on the black continent. 

“If we are to have any spiritual integrity, our basis has to 
be African, but we must recognize the dynamics of the experi¬ 
ence of being enslaved and carried to another continent. Many 
aspects of our life in the Western Hemisphere have to be 
taken into consideration. We can’t ignore what has happened 
to us here.” * - 

Not Wed to Kltig'^Phnosophy 

While paying tribute to Martin Luther King and recogniz¬ 
ing his role in history, Dr. Harding and his colleagues at the 
IBW are not wedded to King’s strategies and concepts. 

“We don’t see ourselves tied to any one particular philoso¬ 
phy,” said Dr. Harding. “One of the basic tasks is to develop a 
philosophy toward the liberationof black people, a philosophy, 
that would not simply be a borrowing of Western traditions.” 

Mrs. King envisions the center as a historic and cultural 
shrine to the non-violent civil rights movement, as well as an 
educational institution. High on the list of priorities for the. 
MLK 9 enter is a proposed institute for non-violent social 
fhange,) whicb^its proponents hope can be esUblished next 
year. ^ 

Dr. Scott, who is also chairman of the sociology depart¬ 
ment at Spelman College, plans to take full charge of the non¬ 
violent institute when it is established. He secs its task as re¬ 
searching and seeking new ways to further social cbMge 
through peaceful means.' 

Dr. Harding, on the other hand, feels that “nonviolence is 
- only one of several ways, all of which must be interpreted in 
’ new ways, to achieve freedom.”'^, .< u/ V' ;v;• i ■ I 

feldve Revolts Examined ' f v* I 


i of social change which will reflect Martin’s thinking and 
I' Spirit.”” 

: ' She sees the center as ebsely tied to the spirit and strate- 
I giis of Dr. King’s non-violent movement, cooperation with'" 
1 ’ whites, and very much a part of the American experience. 


The early American slave revolts of Nat Turner and Den- 
rk Vesey must also be examined to determine their mean-, 
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DR. VINCENT HARDING TELLS PHILOSOP^ si • 
Goal Is Black Control of Own Destiny T '■ 

ing to blacks today. “We are studying everything is part '." 
of our experience. Wc are not advocating, only trying to fino 
answers.” I 

The Institute of the Blad ; Woi Ta-is primarily a research o» 
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■ ganization, Dr. Harding said, not an action group. 


The leaders of the MLK Center and the IBW take a widely 
i divergent path on their institution’s relations to whites. 

I Mrs. King: Use All Creative Abilities 

t “The center can and should use the creative abilities of 
many people/' said Mrs. King. *'Tfaey don’t have to all be 
black — this is important.” - . r 

Dr. Harding’s IBW has another view. All staff members 
? - are Negroes. “There are many occasions where it is not appro*, 

’ priate for whites to be present in black deliberations/’ the his-' 

; torian said. “There is a certain sense of relaxation involved • 

‘ that logical white people can understand. . . 

1 “The very concept of self-integrity and self-determination 
; means there should be a certain distance from those who at 
i worst are colonizers and at best occasional friends.” ' 

-Dr. Harding gave as an example the recent international 
Congress of African Peoples here, which barred whites, includ- 
) ing news media people, from its deliberations. 

; “It’s important for white people not to get uptight about ■ 

1 llack people coming together,” Dr. Harding said. “We are 
j ] loving toward new days and they need to move toward new • 
ir 1 abits, new ways of thinking.” 

Mrs. King said she felt IBW’s approach should be exam- 
( ined, but outside the framework of the Memorial Center. ^ 

j Racial Cooperg^t^gn.,Favored , 

I “Martin believed that black people should control their 
j own destiny but through sharing and cooperation .. . we (at 
5 the center) have emerged from our cruel past and feel in spite 
I of this we must work toward a community of brotherhood. This 
I is what Martin Luther King tried to do, he was willing to die;^^ 

I for this. We must not be diverted from the objective hej 
' sought,” ' ' ■ . 

^ . Dr. Harding feels the future of American blacks is still un-„ 

, clear, that the nature of their society is one which still requires. 
much thought. ‘ - — . ., — 

“I avoid speaking about what kind of society because I am; 
still thinking about this,” Dr. Harding said. “One thing is clear 
. to me — if black people are to remain on the North American 
continent and In this country we must be the ones to set our; 
direction. We cannot depend on American society to sot a 
direction wliich has any hcalUi.” i 

. I Tlie riddle is too complicated for answers like “integri- 
lijin” or “back to Africa,” says Dr. Harding. " ”' ‘ - j 

’ J “We think about new in npy wineskins,” he added. \ 
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Kma's Problems With the FBI 


The King God Didn’t Save: 

Reflections on tl\e Life and 
^ Death of Marl m L ather 
^ Kin,g_Jr. By John A, Wil- 


t'BM 


' liajns. Coward-M c C a ii n, 
Inc. 221 pages. 


This book has gained public 
attention because of its discus¬ 
sion of FBI wiretaps on Dr. 
Marlin Luther King; the 
taps, according to black nov¬ 
elist John Williams, were part 
of a systematic effort by the 
white power structure to dis¬ 
credit and destroy Dr, King. 

The book is more interest¬ 
ing, though, for its revelation 
of Williams* aliistorical view 
of the world. Williams, whose 
best kno\m previous work is 
“The Ma i Who Cried 1 Am,” 
carries Hs black conscious¬ 
ness to that delicate point 
where a Hterary and historical 
^rcepUon of reality is sacri¬ 
ficed to the revolutionary 
ideal. 

He makes his position clear 
in a revealing sentence that 
begins Chapter 2; “The 
United States Supreme Court 
on May 17, 1954 issued what 
used to be called a historic 
ruling against segregated 
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By DAVID HOLMBERG : 
schools.” This is, of course, 
patently absurd. History is by 
its nature an unyielding force; 
it cannot be altered by one 
man’s simplistic denial of its 
reality. What Williams means ; 
is that the Supreme Court rul¬ 
ing was an inadequate re¬ 
sponse to injustice by a cor¬ 
rupt white society, and that is 
an arguable but legitimate ’ 
view. But to say that the deci¬ 
sion “used to be called a his¬ 
toric ruling” is a kind of mind¬ 
less, propagandistic indul¬ 
gence that leads nowhere and 
says nothing. ' ■ ; ' 

The premise for Williams’ - 
view of Dr. King is more ra¬ 
tionally stated in the next. 
Chapter: “Since the Montgom¬ 
ery boycott both blacks and 
whites have learned — blacks 
to their impatience and deep¬ 
ening frustration, and whites 
to their pleasure and relief — 
that the American sociopoliti¬ 
cal system is designed to, and 
does, absorb a greater number. 
of minority group demands 
than they ever, believed possi¬ 
ble — absorb them without al-, 
tering the,pattern, pace,'*or' 
practice of sOtiefy, without al¬ 
tering the foUigdEliaii^one mil- 


Gale _ 

Rosen 

Tavel 


^ Walters_ 

limeter.' ; . „ 

Dr. King, according to Wil- Soyars - 

liams, was absorbed in the Tele. Room_ 

same way: He was used to Hnlmps 

assuage the vague but gnaw- 

ing guilt of white society; he Gandy —- 

was allowed to achieve those 

minimal demands which did * a A ' 

not fundamentally threaten 9 . ^ 

the power structure; his phi- .• 

losophy of non-violence was a fl Nn \ w * A i 

conveniently restrained form ^ 

of revolution which whites ^ iy 

knew could ultimately be con- ( A ' , 

trolled, ^ V A 

. And Dr. King himself, in L V //1 

Williams view, was uniquely pczY [J 

suited to play his role: He was J 

a well-educated Baptist minis¬ 
ter from a respectable, middle ^ 

class family whose instincts 
were essentially those of a 
middle-class Protestant; he t A 

could be momentarily abra- ■ / fj 

sive to white society but nevar 
permanently alienated from t. gff* // 

In supporting this view fcf 
Dr. King, Williams trac^ , Washington Post 
what he claims were a series Times Herald___ 

of compromises and defeats: ; ^..hinaton Dailv News_ 

the Birmmgham campaign, ^ wasnmgton Daily News — 

Albany, Chicago. And even in j Evening star (Washington)/aiJU 
his finest moment, the March ■ 3undoy Star (Washington) . 
on Washington of 1963, there , , 

wac ar^rArHmcf WillifiTns a (New York) " ■ 


4 ^^ 


t Washington Post 
Times Herald_ 


on Washington of 1963, there , , 

was, according to Williams, a ly Ni^ws (New York) _ 
voice from the crowd that day News (New Yoric) 

challenged the very essence of ^ york Post_ 

his message: . . ^__ ...... 

-■ The New York Times_ 


The Sun (Baltimore) 
The Daily World_ 


The New Leader 


The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer, 


People's World - 

Examiner (Washington) 
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“I have a 

said again, and beKinJm, his 
. voice to all but those close 
to him, a man screamed 
. . that dream, Martini 
Now, goddamit, NOW!” 

It was only when King op¬ 
posed the Vietnam war and ■ 
began his Poor People’s Cam- | 
paign that he truly became a ] 
threat to white society, Wil- i 
liams claims, and it was then , 
that he died: ; 

“To the Vietnam issue ... ■ 
he came with a certainty that 
must have made some ^ople 
realize that (he) could with 
the right breaks actually be¬ 
come a genuine power to con¬ 
tend with. He was, after all, 
considered to be a possible 
running mate on a peace tick¬ 
et with Dr. Spock. Most 
threatening of all was King’s 
planned Poor People’s March, 
lor a person who seeks to unite 
the nation’s poor across caste 
and class lines may have the 
ingredients for genuinely al¬ 
tering the society. Like others 
beiore him, he is a danger; le 
mikt go/’ 1 

williams offers no new m- - 
sights — political, historicil, 
or psychological — in present¬ 
ing this view of Dr. King, with 
the exception of the wiretap¬ 
ping discussion. As a novelist, 
he would be expected to have 
some emotional perception of i 
Dr. King as a man acting in > 
the world, but he fails here 
too. He oversimplifies the de¬ 
cisions he faced and dlmin- ' 
ishes him as a.human being. | 
(“This was the makeup,” Wil- ; 
liams says at the end, “of the [ 
small pudgy who wbs ^ 
Martin Luther King. He lived ' 
in his time and by design and 
accident made himself a force 
beyond it.") 

The deficiencies of this book 
— it is also badly organized 
and stylistically shoddy —• 
cannot be explained away by 
Williams’ racial consciousness . 
or by his radicalism. Another 
black writer whose political 
views are similar to Williams 
recently produced a biography 
of King which succeeded on t 
virtually every level where ! 
Williams has failed. Williams 
has simply uncovered a few ' 
headline-grabbing revelations 
about King’s problems with • 
the FBI, and tossed them in 
together with his own dubious ;> 
interpretation of Dr. Kink’s i 
lift What it adds up to is bf 
littte value in literary and hs- •. 
lorrc terms, and entirely t^ “I 
pred^table and dogmatic in 
Its radical perception of the 
world. "V • . 






Tolson_ 

Sullivan _ 

Moh"*- _ 

Bishop _ 

k).U. —— 

Callahan- 

Casper--- 

Conrad- 

Felt-^ 

Gale-—- 

Rosen--- 

Tavel- 

Walters- 

Soyars --—— 

Tele. Room-- 

' Holmes-- 

Gaody-— 


The Washington Post 

Times Herald- 

The Washington Daily News — 
The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Stitf (Washington). 

Daily News (New York)- 

Sunday News (New York)- 

New York Poat - 

The New York Times- 

The Sun (Baltimore)-- 

The Daily World.— 

The New Leader- 

The Wall Street Journal- 

The National Observer- 

People’s World- 

Exominer (Washington) 


Date 





.— 






•V 




'V!.- 


M.: X v'*-v 'v.- * * 









iH.L'x. i iw vMUK' ''U'SS, VVlIll.llHS Sj\S. 




/oo- c /j^ 
__ . 


RCCORDCD 

133 AUG 20 1970 


OPINION 
Posthumous Pillory 

No black American was so widely 
honored in his lifclimc; yet segre¬ 
gationists denounced Martin Luther 
King Jr. as a Communist and worse, 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover once pub¬ 
licly branded him a liar, and militant * 
blacks eventually came to see him as 
a “sellout” to the white Esiablishnricntv^ 
Now a black writer has added yet an¬ 
other—and unlikely—epithet to those 


a new book. The God Didn’t 

5«ve (Coward-McCann, Inc.; $5.95), 
Novelist John Williams [Night Song. 
The Man ii’ho Cried I Am) calls 
King a failure. 


t —__i_ 4 u:_ 

I Ull Ml «IIIU 


anger, Williams’ book is both a com¬ 
passionate catalogue of King’s strengths 
and achievements and an agonizing re¬ 
appraisal of his weaknesses. Dedicated 
to ihc memory of the man Martin f.u- 
ther King “could have become had he 
lived." the lHH>k argues that King was 
the compliciious victim of a “white pow¬ 
er" plot to manipulate, castrate and ul- 
tintatcly destroy him. 

Fofal Inability. Though Williams’ 
work is disorganized and repetitive, its 
message is clear. Williams believes that 
white power corrupted and then co¬ 
opted King by making him believe that 
power 

ni'O’Aiti'fi'Q! concessions 

SflT SioWd*’ nbTT’d^iand major 

12 ' 




__ ... __ K. ^ ^ Mi 




“so thoroughly indoctrinated K>'^u and 
his peu|»ic \rrth the idea that :v^ '‘i- 
pitiilation of the bus company (to«iO'\.^4r 
the Montgontcry, Ala., boycott! ' 
victory for the blacks that they be- 
licvcti it; believed, loo. that other things 
would inevitably fall like tin soldiers, 
all in a neat line." 

King, says Willi.ims. suffered from a 
fatal inability to perceive what was hap¬ 
pening to him. and believing in him¬ 
self, continued to lash out at the white 
power structure. “He did not understand 
that it had armed hitn with feather dust¬ 
ers." Williams writes. “He was a black 


ways would be naked of power, for he 
uas slow, indccti unable, to perceive 
the manipulation of while power, and 
in the end uhite power killcil him." 

But not. Wiliuims believes, without 


. iMiirv 

IIMIII Illlll^Wlt, IMI JVIII^ 


si)vici\. lie 

Williams: “Compromi.scs ih.it seer, 
favor black people have~aTwnTs lii 
out to be defeats for them. ‘Polilica 
pcdicncy' is nonexistent for Negii 
The demands made must be stood b\ 

The Doctors. Only toward (he cn l 
his career. Williams feels, tlid King 
ly imdcistand the realities of powi. 
America and begin to lake the • 
(hat would have made him a lful\ . 
fcctive leader by seeking to unite the 
lion's poor across class and color ! 
against the Viet Nam War. This r ' 
Williams argues, so threatened the 
geinony of the white power struc: i 
croup that it decided that Kine i ; 
be destroyed. 

King unwittingly provided the tun 
Suspecting that some of his associai 
had Communist connections, the i 
begun tapping King's telephone and b. 


u;.. ky..«.vi 104:^7 

llld JlMUlll-'^ lit Ljrvjj ■ 
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KING LEAVING HOOVER OFFICE (1964) 


Armed with feather efysfers and flawed by hubris. 


suffered from the tragic flaw ol hubris. 
An ambitious, middle-class Christian, he 


- pwl.' 


curity viewpoint, the wiretaps uncover 
nothing. They established no links 1 


lie recognition that his efforts brought 
him, says the author, who interviewed 
many of King’s friends and associates 
in preparing his book. King gloated 
over a magazine poll that showed him 
so be the nation’s most respected black 
leader, .savored hi.s meetings with pres¬ 
idents and kings, accepted the Nobel 
Prize as if it were an inalienable right 
rather than a cherished award. 

But he could not, states Williams, re¬ 
late to the black underclass or under¬ 
stand its impatience with u system that 
refused to recognize its legitimate de¬ 
mands. Because of this lack of un¬ 
derstanding, the angry Williams charges. 
King did what no black leader can af¬ 
ford to do if he is really to influence 




Williams reports, they did turn up an . 
tonishing amount of information ahi 
King's extensive and vigorous sexual ; 
tivities. (According to one of Wiiliai 
source.s, identitied only as Person 
“Martin and the rest of them had 
code. A very attractive woman v 
called ‘Doctor.’ 1 forget the other n.m 
for women not so attract^c.” Willi.ii 
informant was a “Doctor.^ 

Private Detail. Most rfewspapers 
no red the rumors and leaks to them 
King’s extramarital activities, but tli 
existence undermined King’s effectc 
ness just the same. The effect.’*8!!^ W 
liams, was on p of .^slQv v political ass 
sination; King was spared "Ir only 
the bullet of James Earl Ray. 




' /ysy4^70 


rriiHg, j^UGUST 17, 






.y'*-*■ 


1 ' 


'•v 


.y^ V.'>y 



























\]1/1 I 1 • «* r%k 1 4 1 1 «'«a'» J^C 

v>iiii«.tni> w’liviai wuuiiiv. 

the I Bl Ui^e story. Wh;it he docs noi 
have is pricisc/y vvhaf happened at (he 
celebrated Jiiecting bet^secn hBI Director 
Hoover anil King in 5964. Hvuwcr, Tim r, 
learned, <iplaincd to King just what 
damaging |>rjvaJe detail he had on the 
tapes and Icctined htm ttiaf his morals 
should be those berming a Nobel prize¬ 
winner. He also suggested that King 
should tone down his criticism of the 
I HI. King took the advice. His de¬ 
cline in black esteem followed, a de- 


KkfMilx' *-»‘irrKir W111--in^c 

V.IJII4. .'iVUlt Jll 1^1 V II41I I <1 kWVJ T T ■ I »i||i ■ • 

Williams’ anger over the slow prog¬ 
ress of (he fight for equality is more un¬ 
derstandable than some of his charges. 
His depiction of “white power" as “a 
marsh underfoot for anyone not white 
. . . treacherous and deadly” is. of 
course, wildly exaggerated. Far more 
serious. King himself was less a vic¬ 
tim (ban he w.w a victor. His lead¬ 
ership brought conscience and cohesion 
to the cau.se of black equality, while 
his faith in the tenets upon which the 


country was founded forced Amcric. 
to recognize the equity of "Wis 
mands and Congress to lake actior 
meet them. 

King's compromises were not ca : 
ulalions, but sane and sound recogm. 
of the way progress historically has t'. , 
wrung from the American system, 
may have failed to reach his ullim. 
goal. lUit by serving as the catalysi 
the formation of a truly national ci 
rights movement, he laid the ground wo 
for Its possible success in the future. 
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FECFIE In THE NEWS 

- -—----- 

Absri'^G^hy IRec'sosT^sd 

QCl (p 

ki l) ^ ^ Oi Vi:i^ iLsa 

ATL.VNTA, Ga. (UPI) — The Southern Christian Lead¬ 
ership Conference rc-clcclcd the Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy 
its president at its ISth annual convention’s closing session 
S yesterday. It also attacked the FBI. 

* Yesterday’s business se.ssion also adopted 10 resolutions, 
one of them venting the civil rights organization’s anger 
over a recent Time magazine article wlrich implied that its 
founder, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., had a “vigorous” 
extra marital sex' life. , , „ 

Another rcsohition called for complete withdrawal of all 
Anacrican troops from Vietnam by the end of the year. 

Abernathy, who Thursday night called for SCLC to 
sponsor anollicr nonviolent mass march on Washington to 
“put this country on trial,” was re-elected along with all 
other inciimhcnt officers. 

j The delegates, in a resolution, attacked the FBI for 

• “their failure to meet their legitimate responsibility such as 
protecting civil rights leaders, stopping narcotics traffic and 
other organized crime.” 

Then they lashed out at a Time magazine article which 
jsaid FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover met with King in 1964 

* and allegedly sliowcd him wiretap tapes containing intimate 

; glimpses into his sex life. * v. 

1 The aricle said King was allegedly forced to soften his 
’I criticism of the FBI, but the SCLC denied the story and said 
I* three SCL officials at the 1964 meeting called the wiretap 
^ story “absolutely not true.” ^ , 
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j tsy jacn Anct^^UTt 

I Now that the 1^ has been 
! lifted on intim^te^spects of 
! D r, Martin Luther^ingV life, 
this column can reveal details 
I which good taste dictated we 
I withhold at . the time of his 
t murder. 

' After the Nobel prize win- 
■ner was gunned down on the 

I k.rc«ivvriij va. aaaa >.vav. 

, on April 4. 1968, the FBI be- 
|gan painstakingly piecing to-( 
! gether the complex strands of 
' his life in hopes this would 
[ lead them to his killer. ’ 

The FBI’s work was made 
easier by the fact that it al* 

I ready had a substantial file on 
i Dr. King compiled through a 
I series of wiretaps started in 
11963 at the direction of Atlor- 
' ney General Robert Kennedy. 

[ This electronic snoopery, 

! first disclosed by this column, 

I illuminated some dark corners 
in the civil rights leader’s pri- 
,vate life. The FBI reports 
: showed that the minister’s dy- 
! namism and courage had 
I made him enormously attrac- 
' live to many women. 

One of these was the “wife 
of a prominent Negro dentist 
in Los Angeles,” said a report 
dated Feb. 20, p 68 . This infor- 
{mation was furnished by a 
j confiden^al informant who 
I said Dr. King had been having 
i an “illicit affair, . . since 1962 
j with the v^man. 
j “The soifrce related an incl- 
I dent' ^ which occurred some 


hotel, where King was in¬ 
toxicated at a small gather¬ 
ing,” the report said. “King 
threatened to leap from the 
13th floor window of the hotel 

4Kig ’tay/\ii1/1 rmf coir 

she loved him.** 

The dentist was known to be 
furious about the reported li¬ 
aison. In fact, the information 
given the FBI suggested that 
the wife’s baby might have 
been fathered by Dr. King. 

Sifting each fact in the mur¬ 
der case, the FBI found that 
James Earl Ray, the suspected 
killer, had been in Los Ange¬ 
les shortly before he returned 
east to stalk Dr. King. Could 
the jealous dentist, the FBI 
wondered, have hired Ray to 
slay King? ' ' 

This column, at about the 
same time, learned the name 
of the dentist and we flew im¬ 
mediately to Los Angeles. 
There, in an emotional inter¬ 
view, the wife told us her rela¬ 
tionship with Dr. King* was 
“merely a friendship.**. Her 
'husband loyally backed her 
up. ' ’ 

We asked her whether she 
had called Dr. King and she 
responded sharply, “I. didn’t 
call him. He cjiBed me.” She 
said, however, he had telCf 
phoned frequently and that on 
at least one dccaslon" «he "had 
seen him off at the airport 

She said Dr. King had con¬ 
fided in her that tlie FBI was 
watching him. But she stead¬ 
fastly denied any intimacies. 


around Los Angeles convinced have found themselves almost 
us that the dentist could not without medical care. Two of “ 

t’hI. ' ~ 

Ray. The FBI came to the ^ ^ 

same conclusion. cently. ' . ' - ’; * 

■ ■ . i Parents have to drive miles _ 

Buckley a Traveler foj- their children’s appoint- * _ 

While most reporters ^gnts. The two doctors left in\ 
scheme and save to take those .. , ,,, ,, ~ 

foreign trips that give stories area work ^literally night -> _ 
exotic datelines, columnist and day. Like so many small ; . 
William Buckley journeys at communities, it is impossible 1 - 
the taxpayers’ expense. to attract young general pi:ac- 

The urbane BucUey, as a titioners to Fuquay-Varina. * * ' , 
member of the advisory com- But although the ' doctors ■- 
mission to the United States have stayed away, the politi- 
Information Agency, has cians haven’t. This time, it has - 
taken three overseas trips for been a lucky thing for the 
USIA head Frank Shake- town. One of the political cam- . v 
speare. paigners was Rep. Nick Gtiliii- ; 

USIA has benevolently anakis (D.-N.C.). • ~ - V V 

picked up some $3,768 in The congressman saw both 
travel and other expenses political and a medical issu^.:> =' 
while Buckley has served two since then, the congressman v'-.; 
masters—the USIA and the has won the support of 127 6 ft-" 
demands of his trenchant col- his colleagues for a solutioitto ’ 
umn. The junkets took the problems like those in the lit-'.- 2 
millionaire-writer and some- tie town. - '-*■ 

time politician to Vietnam, n would allow'the federal ^ 
ThailancL Vienna, Russia and government to .pay off educa-' r.' 
Eastern Europe. ' lion loans of young doctors : 

Buckley commented that and dentists who go to prac-;. 
when he took his advisory job tice in such toyms and In poor v, 

13 months ago he. told USIA “I urban areas for three years. 
wasn’t going to adjourn my xhe measure would cost only ^ 

professional I write fr^m about $10 million a year, but. - 

wherever I am.” The column- has an uphill struggle in this 7. _ 
ist.spoke of all*the hours he congress . 7 ' 

has put in for USIA on his Meantime, Galifianakis has ’ri: ^ 
travels, then purred. “In fact, his staff looking for doctor? , '■ - 
I am an unsung philanthrop- .^^ho want to pracUce in theCr^; *- 
is^* ' , .^_^^,„^.j^Tdeasant rural town- of _ 

'I’owii Is Ailing * ! quay-Varipa, N.C. ■ WU-f. 

Fuguay-Varina, N.C^, is a lit- 1970 , Beu-j<cciun 

“T" ^ =- -Ihe Daily-WnrT7 r" - ~~^^^ 
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(Mount Clippi ng In Spoco Below) 

"’^ry said blacks must ini, 

. .. . sist on appointment of black!: 
*' judges and must not allow whitcsi 

to take away the right of blacfe! 

} youngsters to be taught by black 

teachers by saying quality edu- 
cation can’t take place in a pre- 
^ dominantly black school. 

0^11! 1 ¥* V He .condemned the “Western 

V morality that declares that any 
w expression of violence on the 
part of the disnherited is im-.‘ 
pending an inveslica- i/^oral while on the part of the ! 
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|j. Edgar Hoover should be suspended pending an invesliga- while on the part of tho 

ion into his fitness to serve as director of the FBI, Jesse Jack- JP^J^^ity it s necessary to keep 
on of aiicago, director of the Southern Christian Leadership Jit *J»aintain law and orj 
Junference’s Operation Breadbasket, said Thursday. world. ’ J 


(Indicato paqe, nam* of 
nowspapor, city and •taio.) 


THE ATLANTA 

CONSTITUTION 


Jackson, speaking to the Al- 
oma Press Club, attacked what 
called Hoover’s misuse of his 
>ffice in claiming that ^e-con- 
ronled Dr. Marlin Luther King 
r. in 1964 with"wirctaps of al- 
'oged extra-marital activities in 
iider to get the civil rights 
oadcr to tone dowii criticisms of 
:ic FBI. 


charges about activities Jackson', 
called a “social norm” for many 
prominent persons. . 

iJnekson said, “Tlie FBI says 
it doesn’t have enough money 
for catching dope peddlers, but 
runs around making stag 
films.” T 1 


Jackson said the real question 
s whether King was right in his 
iomands for equality. He ac- 
iisccl Hoover of trying to 
iv.'iitcmaU” King with “very 
i.limate information . . . that 
u o e s n’t matter" and with 


Jackson, here for the SCLcls 
I3th annual convention, attacked 
the Nixon administration’s em¬ 
phasis on war rather than on, 

I solving the problems of poverty, ■ 

! substandard housing and inadc-' 
quate health programs. 

He said the administration is 
: “not pulling people out of them- 
" selves, but pushing them back 
;into Ihcir old prejudices.” 
i He said that the fear somej| 
while politicians ■ feel about; 
black leaders is a fear of true 
democracy and added that “ar- ^ 
istocracy under a thin veneer of 
j democracy”' exists in the nation ‘ 

I today. : 

At the morning session of the 
convention, the Rev. J. E. Low-i 
j ery of Atlanta, chairman of thtf, 
j SCLC board, said that blacks 1 
I not whites, “must determine oui 
agenda.” • k • 

Lowery said that before the 
direct action movement, whites 
determined the destiny of blacks ‘ 
through the courts and other, 
methods and Uie result was con¬ 
trol over blacks. J 

j* He said blacks now must find 
^ays to control their destiny ' 
through the administration of* 
justice, education and in the' 
area of non-violence. *. \ * > 
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By ALEX COFi^'IN 


I on the case, SCLC. This nation 


/ednesday night if the Southern 
' 'iuistian Leadership Conference 
vvill just stay on the case, the 
rrilm of social change through 
..JVC and non-violence shall rc- 
jeem the very soul of America.’'' 

Speaking at the SCLC’s 13lh 
innual convention’s banquet, the 
South Dakota senator said; 

“This nation of ours is suffer-;} 
mg, but it can be healed. Sla>{j 


of Dr, Martin Luther King Jr. 
McGovern was referring to a 
made to see. Stay on the ease, | Time Magazine article saying 
SCLC. This nation has become; that FBI Director J. Edgar 
halted in its passion for justice, }|Hoavcr confronted King with 
u — v,„ ..f --^-'''recordings of alleged extra- 


Sen. George McGovern said 


y 


;V.'. J,i’; 


pi 
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but it can be set in motion 
again.” 

McGovern urged the SCLC to 
“stay on the case” until the 
hungry are fed, the naked are 
clothed, the homeless are 
housed, the jobless arc employed 
and this nation “studies war no 
nwc.” 

Mc(^vern said the nation 
must guarantee a minimum in¬ 
come for the poor just as it 
guarantees price supports for 
cotton planters, an oil depletion 
allowance for oil-rich million¬ 
aires and subsidies to shipping 
interests and airlines. 

“Close on the heels of the good 
nows of economic security ior 
the poor will come the good 
news to the nation that crime 
is on the decrease,'•that' de¬ 
linquency is coming under con- 
and that our central cities 
1'^ -can breathe again,” .McGovern 
^ 1 told a packed banquet room at 
the Marriott Motor Hotel. 

McGovern earlier had criti¬ 
cized the “venal effort” being 
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marital activities in an effor': 
to get him to tone down criti-- 
jcism of the FBI. i 

McGovern said it was if 
“slioddy effort to becloud the 
memory of Dr. King but I Uunk 
r know its cause—a deepening 
insecurity which makes men 
fear instead of trust, hate in¬ 
stead of love ... Is this the 
state to which we have fallen? 
Is character assassination . . . 
reaching even into the grave— 
necessary to protect our public 
security?” 

During the dinner, Ely Landau, 
producer of a film on the life 
of King, was given the SCLC 
Special Award by Mrs. King. 
Archbishop Holder Camera 
Pessoa of Brazil was awarded 
the Martin Lutlier King Jr. 
Award by the Rev. Ralph D. 
•Abea’.nathy, King’s successor as 
SCLC president. 

Abernathy also made a $1,000; 
grant to the mother of Fred- 
Hampton, a Black Panther slain* 
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ATLANTA, Gn.. Aug. 11 
(AP)—The jircsidcnt of the 
Southern. Christian Leadcr- 
Siiip Cvinferenco charged 
today that the I'BI still is tap- 
pinj4 telephones of officials 
within the civil rij^hts organi¬ 
zation. 

The Rev. Kalph David Aber¬ 
nathy responded to quc.stions 
about a Time magazine story 
whieh .said FBI Director J.j 
Editor Hoover confrontt^, the 
late Dr. Martin LuthenKingl 
Jr. with wiretaps disclosing al-j 
loged extra-marital activities, j 

Mr. Abernathy was asked at! 
a new.s conference if tiic FBIj 
is continuing to tap the telc- 
ph,ono conversations of top 
SCiiLC officials. 

[‘Yes” he replied, “not only 
ofl SCLC officials but just 
abbut anyone who stands-upj 


for justice in this country! 
today." j 

Asked how he could tell the; 
telephones w’crc tapped, Mr. 
Abernathy replied: 

"You just pick up the tele- 
phone. You don’t have to be a 
Philadeli)hia lawyer to know 
Uiat someone is listening." 

"We don’t ’nave anything to 
hide," he said in the news con¬ 
ference which opened the an¬ 
nual convention of SCLC. "We 
have the right to stand up and 
fight for those rights we,are 
guaranteed under the Consti¬ 
tution of the United States. 
We will continue to move for¬ 
ward in spile of these acts.” 

Neither the FBI nor the Jils- 
tice Department had any con^j- 
ment on Mr. Abernathy’l; 
statements. 1 
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(SCLC) 

j ATLANTA--THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONPTRENCE TODAY 

''“sr-ssTSSi'ofsysESoS&r sEssio. 

ff !tI lit! StAll CONvIntS; Ira'sCLc'cALLBE FOS COUPLEJE WlIHDRAVAl 

W ALL fi.S. TROOre FROM SOUTHEliST ASIA BY THE END OF TOE YEAR. 

THE REV. RALPH ABERNATHY, VHO LAST.NIGHT CALLED FOR THE “TRUL" 

OF THE UNITED STATES IN WASftPNGTON NEXT SPRING FOR ALLEGED CRIMES 
AGAINST BLACKS, WAS REELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE CIVIL RIBHTS 

, ORG^ZATION.tta^Ked THE FBI AND DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER ^R "THEIR 
ATTACKS ON DR. (MARTIN LUTHERjOkING AND THEIR FAILURES TO MEET THEIR , 
LEGITIMATE RESPONSIBILITY SUCH AS PROTECTING CIVIL RIGHTS, STOPPING 
NARCOTICS TRAFFIC AND OTHER ORGANIZED CRIME." 

THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY DREW THE IRE OF THE SCLC AFTER A 
HJBLISHED ARTICLE IN TIME MAGAZINE RELATED THAT HOOVER TOLD KING AT A 
WASHINGTON MEETING IN HE.HAD WIRETAPS DETAILING ALLEGED MARITAL 

INFIDELITY. MTHE ARTICLE SAID THE TAPES WERE USED TO GET KING TO 
TONE DOWN HIS CIVIL RIGHTS CAMPAIGN. ^ 

THE RESOLUTION NOTED THAT THREE OTHERS WHO MET WITH KING AND. HOOVER 

HAD SAID THE PUBLISHED REPORTS WERE TABSOLUTELY NOT TRUE." _ 

THE SCLC ALSO CRITICIZED A ."WAVE OF REPRESSION" IN THE NATION 


AGAiNST’BLACksI POOR PEOPLE- YOUTH AND OTHERS WHO DISSENT IN PROTEST. 
IT URGED THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO GUARANTEE AN ANNUAL INCOME OF 


$5,500 A YEAR. 
8/14—EGgPED 
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Cha\k up anoihc*; victory ic: the hbc:ais 
' who have boon fiyluiriA Nvh\'-;,-.i> euc.'oach- 
jnent by law eniorcernor.i a;,encios on tha 

• seneral public. 

In a classic case to .support the anti- 

■ (wiretap campaign, rai Director J. Edp.ar 
^Hoopp-^llesedly -threaicnecl Dr. rvhtrlin 

Luther"'ltin 7 to lay off ci'itici.-’m of the 

■ jFBI or wiretap evidence ci Dr. King’s 

extramarital sex activities would be re-' 

• vealed. 

o o o 

THE iSXIDEXT, which luad been' rumor¬ 
ed for some time, is contr.incd in a now 
book about Dr. King and elaborated upon 
‘by Time magazine in its royiev.'. 

According to Time,' a wiretap had been 
j placed by the FBI on Dr. King's phone to; 
determine if he were engaged i.n sub¬ 
version. No evidence was found, but there 
allegedly was ccnsidorable evidence of 
. the late black 1 trader’s philandering. 
t Mr. Hoover, according to T*me, lectured 
Dr. King on his morals, after describing 
the tapes, and suggested that he tone down 
I Its criticism of the FBI. 




Dr. King reportedly icok Mr, Hoover's 
ad VICO, a.upped criticising the FDI’s sciid- 
ing 5.oi;thc,-n c.go.tts to ir.ve;,:igate civil 
rigltts COSOS in Utc Scuth, ar.d gradually 
lost standing among the blacks. 

If the Time .^lory is true, it is incredible 
^that such a high-ranking officUvl as Mr. 
Hoover could stoop to such bluckmiail. 
But, even if it Is not uue, it is a graphic 
cxair.plo' of the danger of how wiretap 
evidence, collected only incidentally dur¬ 
ing an investigation, can he used by the 
wrong people for blackmail. 


CERTAINLY 'HliB C.-;SZ is serious 
enough to w'arran: a tc:;-Ic.'.':'. investiga¬ 
tion. It is very unfortun.aic.' to have the late 
Dr. King’s end ti j oausc he, 

,,scr\'cd bcsmitched, but it of the utmost- 
impcfiance for the country to know if 
jMr. Hoover used his power as alleged. If 
he did. he obviously .'hould be removed 
from office and tpu'^ii curbs should be 
adopted to proveni such a misuse of evi¬ 
dence. 
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Proceeds From King Film: $ 3.5 




Alkocllted PrCM ' 


NEW Y0R|^-The producer of a documentary on Dr. 

I Luthe F^^ng Jy. said Wednesday that showings^. 

[ otf tii^film in tlie United States and overseas Tuesday' 
, night raised an estimated $3.5 million. 

I Producer Ely Landau said more than 700,000 persons 1 
; In 300 U.S. cities and Copenhagen, Amsterdam and 
I Jerusalem attended the one-time showings. Tickets were' 
■- $5 each. ^ 


I. Landau said the program was an “overw helming 

'I ces^" ev^njhough the turnout did not reach the hoped-; 
■ for mjiUon mark. 


K Proceeds from the showings will go to the Martin 
? Luther King Jr. Special Fund, an organization dedicated 
[ to continuing the slain civil rights leader's noi^yjoleiit 
^ struggle against poverty and inequity> ' 

I Screenings of the film, “King: A Filmed Record . . . 

: Montgomery to Memphis,” was marred in some areas,j 
; including Washington, by bomb threats. No bombs were' 
, found but one theater in New York canceled the' 
; showing. 'r' 
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j King film 

benefit 


! March 24 


> Whether you’re shag-1 
gy-haired and angry or i 
[neatly cropped and si- [ 
lent, the night of March [ 


‘ 24 should offer you some- 


thing to believe in and 


' support: 


v ’ A movie will be shown 
' at the Hawaii and King 
t Theatres on the late Dr. 
J Martin Luther King Jr. 

i ' It will cost you $5, and 
' 100 per cent of it, with no 
i deductions whatsoever. 



fc. The same night you see 
fthe film In Honolulu, an 
’ estimated one million, 
V other people will ‘ bei 
■ watching it in other thea- 
i ters across. the country.. 

f!!The total take is ex- 
: peeled to raise upwards 
' of $5 'million, f. 


C’ '■ 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


I ' .LNTtrLED, “King: A 
F 11111 e a' Rec^mu t*.*'. 
Montgomery to Mem- 
; phis,” the full-length film 
traces King’s work from 
1955 until his death in 
1968. ‘ ' 


It was produced by Ely | 
Landau, whose credits in-'! 
elude “Long Day’s Jour- i 
ney . Into Night” and ■ 
, ‘"Ihe pawnbroker.” ; 1 


Raw material for the J 
film came from the ar- 
■ chives of every major 
! news-film source in the 
= United States, ^ow busi- 
"ness personalities donat- 
j ing their talents include: 

{ Hany Belefonte, Dia- 
1 hann Carroll, Ben Gazar- 
{ra, Charlton Heston, Burt 
Lancaster, Walter Matr 
. thau, Paul Newman, Sid-, 

; ney P o i t i e r, Anthony < 

! Quinn. Leslie Uggams i 

■ and Jo anne Woo dward. 1 

■ The stars were direct-^ 
ed for connecting sequ-^ 

' ences by Joseph L. Man-^ 
kiewicz and Sidney Lu-; 

. met. • 

Honolulu’s representa¬ 
tives for tlie one-night 
showing are former Gov. 
William F. Quinn and,] 
Gity^.Qouncilman'^Charles^.i 
M. Campbell. - ^ 

• PRODUCER LandaUi’i 
who conceived- the idea ; 
i for the evenC has^ar- 
! ranged for no deductions, j 
i from receipts of the exhi- 
^ I bition. 

ji Selling expenses, thea- ] 


\lt will seek to carry out? 


als in tlie use of non-vio¬ 
lent methods to promote 
equality among men, 
provide- economic oppor- ; 
tunities for the disadvan-' 
taged, raise public health ’ 
standards among the‘1 
poor and other related i 
. projects. . ' 

Tickets, tax deductible, • 
are available at ConsoU- ] 
dated theaters during j 
box office hours and at j 
the King and Royal Thea- i 
ters. Every ticket guar- • 
antees a seat on a non-r^ 
served seat basis. 




ters, raw slock expendi-j 
tiues, print processing,-i 
production costs and ev-i 
ery other outlay-arei 
being absorbed by Ihe^ 
persons participating. jj 
Landau has donated^ 
ownership rights to the \ 
negative of the film. ' 
The $5 million expected i 
to be raised will go to the ? 

j iileduE® 

philanthropic foundation^ 
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tuther°Kin^ 
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5oi)fl„after the death of President John F Kenedy, a 
nervous trend spread across the nation to name or re-nami 
highways, buildir»gs, playgrounds and other public facilities 
after him.' - 

There is something superficial and maybe even 
hypocritical about such 'memorial' efforts, and the impulse-, 
did get out of hand. ■ : 

Now, there is growing sentiment that today, January 15, | 

L..^ A /VM * 

Mti.^uiu ut; fti0ut; a iMiLii/iiai injiivioy^ •» m>o wuava 

which Dr Martin Luther King Jr was born. 

We share that sentiment. 

Like the re-naming of a bridge, the declaration of a 
'national holiday' is, in reality, a meager memorial. The 


greatest memorials to Dr King will never be found in such 
efforts, but in the pursuit of the goals, of the dream, for 
which he fought. The 'mountaintop' he envisioned could 
not be represented by the most elaborate statue on earth, 
however well-meant its construction might be. 

But the fact remains that while we institutionalize and 
honor the birthdays of several white Americans, none of 
the black men important in our nation's history receive the 
same kind of official remembrance. 

Dr King is to be revered, too, not only as a great Negro 
leader, as one of the most significant social activists of this' 
country, but as a great /nan, one who appealed to what is 

7 bcS In all men, who in essence stood for the dignitVTJHio^ 
his race alone,^bq^o(^the human race in totality. 

So'me will scoff that a day's freedom from work or 
s^hnnj jc sraiit hQmagA tQ a man of 0. King's stature, and ' 
we agree. The fitting tribute to Dr King will be the 
achievement of the iustice he sought in his lifetime. Sadly, - 
that day may be far off. , • ... 

" Now, it would be an appropriate and commendable ' 
gesture to make January IB a national holiday, in 
[ celebration and remembrance of a man who urged us all to 
walk a little taller, to strive for something better than what 


we are. 
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A Commentary 
By Nicholas von llojftnan 


Many people will keep lioliday tomorrow, Dr. Martin 
Lulhcr^vins Jr.’s birthday. Tlicy will not be of one * 
race only. Dr. King bad a iiugc wliite following when 
lie was alive and has a larger one now, almost two J ^ 
years after his murder. If there arc any future his-, 
torians they may write that ho was the most important 
public figure of his time so that men like John Ken-; 
Juedy, J. Edgar Hoover, Earl Warren and Bull Connor ; 
may be principally remembered for their connection > 
with Dr. King, ‘ : 

' He wasn’t a man of original thought, not really ere-; 
ative, but he could recognize other people’s new ideas 
and he wasn’t too proud to pick them up and use them.; 
He did this with the Student Non-Violent Coordinating ^ 
Committee. Taking up the ideas which it couldn’t dis-’ 
seminate, he propagated them, incorporated them into 
his own work. SNICK saw the issues first and more; 
clearly, but Dr. King could explain them to millions ‘ 
of people and persuade theni to act. 

He began as a black leader of black men and women;; 
on the day of his death he was a black leader of people s 
of all races, and on the question of the Vietnam war , 
his following was principally white. It’s only now that ; , 
blacks in large number are starting to manifest oppo- \ ^ 
sition to the war. \ -I , 

Some people who admired him said that in a way 
it w’as a blessing he died when he did; they said he If 
was slipping, that he was losing his hold on the masses - i 
and that he was too much a rural preacher to be effee- | 
tive in tlic Northern cities where the worst of the strug- 
glc had moved. 

Dr. King had these dips in fortune before. His was | 
a leadership that went in alternately bright and dim 
phases as events and the public mood fluctuated. This. j 
is to be expected of a* man who wasn’t ever able to 
organize a steady base and whose underlying message ; 
always had to overcome his considerable defects as a, ‘ 
calculating player of political games. 

For all that, he was irreplaceable. When he died his j 
funeral pyre was the burning of 20 American cities. 

When men such as Dr. King pass on, their work is ’ 
uncompleted because what they desire to accomplish 
is so grandly large. They leave us, not so much with 
work unfinished, as with ideals clarified and strength- 
. ened. The greatest of these, perhaps, was nonviolence. 
Dr. King made nonviolence as manly, as courageous • 
an. ideal as gunslinging, although an ideal' it remains, i, 
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The political murders are the worst. Thcy^destroj^ 
fulelily Jnd trus^ikc no other crimes. They’re' never. 
forgotten anti years after the victims have been buried 
people ruminate over them, feed their paranoia and • 

. grudges. Nowling anybody can do can allay such a} 
reaction, but it helps a little if the crimes arejts.fully,’ 
and con'?plctely explained as is humanly possible! •. ' 

*~Thiris all the more important when there'appears j 
to be some substance to the ruminations. Our political ; 
murders, at least those of the last decade, all have 
blacks, liberals or radicals as their victims. Let’s hope ■ 
it's simply coincidence that Republicans, conservatives ■ 
and reactionaries don’t get killed, but still the situation 
is such that the very least that can be done is to put j 
everything that is known about these crimes on the.(‘ 
public record. j 

Tiiat hasn’t happened with Dr. King. The suspicion ; 
persists that .lames Karl Kay was part of a conspiracy.' 
People like Jack Atu'.ervon of the Washington Merry- ; 
Go-Round have Iriot! to discourage the talk, saying it’s 
circulated by Dr. Kiiig i collaborators in the Southern 

• Christian Leadership Conference to help them raise ^ 
money, but such scoffing won’t sell. The official ex- i 

‘ planation of how Dr. King was murdered can only be j 
accepted by the gullible and those blessed with.great! 
faith in what politicians tell them. [ 

N, From time to time officials connected with the case j 
have said that Ray did it because he was a racist, but 
they haven’t produced evidence to show he was more - 

• of a racist than a lot of other people who don’t com-’ 
mit murder. What the record shows is a man who 

• committed crimes for money, a burglar, a robber and 

• a forger, not an ideologue. 

The prosecution contended that this man broke out^ , 
of the Missouri Slate Penitentiary in 1967, roamed’ ' 
about the country for a year making bis living by’ 
crime and then made his way to Memphis where he ; 
stalked Dr. King and killed him. After the murder they 
say that he escaped to Atlanta, Montreal, London. Lis-1 
bon and then back to London and he did it all on;-—- 
money he’d either saved up from the profits of older' ■ 
crimes or by committing new ones the particulars of; 
which they’re rather vague on..'' 

It may all be true. It’s possible but it gives James: 

Earl R.ny a career jirofilc different from that which 
mo.st small-limo crooks have. Usually this type doo.sn't 
make mmh from their crimes ami wliat they make, 
they spend. 

Kay himself has persistently said there was a con- , 
spiracy. 11c said it when he pleaded guilty fur the. 

, murder and lie’s said it since. Just bccau.se he says it 
doesn’t make it so, but even if he did do it alone there 
arc many questions about how he did it and how he ‘ 

. escaped. It was not a simple case and before he pleaded 
JiuiUv_tJie prosecution had lined up 90 witnesses to. 

^ testify to all its puzzling details. 


• late w. Preston Battle, confes;'. 

there was much which needed explaining: “Llke*oihc 
I would truly like to know how Ray actually foi r 
. the spot from which to fire. How did Ray know whei 
.Rev. King would be? How did he determine the tvi; 

, of weapon to be used? What are the details of tii 
. actual purchase and selection of the weapon? Was li 
alone in surveillance of the Lorraine Motel (where l 

tom 

. The judge wasn’t sure that a trial would answer al 

these questions: “It is an error to assume that th 
prosecution would have had a chance to cross-examin 
Ray about his finances or how he escaped from th 
Missouri State Penitentiary, or about persons who gav 
mm any aid before or after the slaying of Dr Kiik 
T hat assumes Ray would have taken the stand I douh 
very seriously that defense counsel M’ould have risket 

h' * J” as I understan, 

It, inis an along has been one of the main ;problcin 


between^ Ray and various men who have acted fpc llj.' 
defense. They counseled against it, and he kcpt^wanl 
ing to take the risk.” 

The lawyers may have been right then,, but th 
trial’s over and Ray still wants to talk. He can’t b 
tried again and he keeps saying from his maximur 
. security cell that he has a story to tell. It may b 
that he’s some kind of nut. Many people believe h 
just wants attention and fame. He’s already got thai 
When his bullet struck Dr. King, at that second li 
got into the history books just as George Wallac 
did by trying to bar the highway from Selma 
Montgomery. 

^ Let a congressional committee subpoena Ray, or giv 
him an opportunity to testify In a court, by trying hiii 
for a lesser charge like violating Dr. King’s civil right; 
or form another one of those commissions to take l.i; 
story down while he stays in the penitentiary, but somi 
way should be found before he’s murdered. An ad 
. ministration like the one in office with such a fiiu 
®®”spiracies should be up to the task of dc 
j^Tefnilmng if .there was one here. ,,,y. 
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The 

casket of Dr. Martin X.uther_ 

^ King Jr. was removed from 
Southview Cemetery Just 
“before dawn today and re- 
interred under two arching 
pecan trees next to the 
church where he used to 
,preach>t - ‘ . 

The scene was in stark 
conbrast to Dr. King’s fu- 
: neral here 21 months ago. 

• On that warm spring day, 
200,000 mourners came to 
pay final respects to the 
! apostle of non-violence, and 
the lengthy proceedings 
were televised and reported 
around the world. 

Early this morning the 
only attendants were mem¬ 
bers of the family, some 
members of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Con¬ 
ference, a two-man police ; 
guard and staff members of 
ia local funeral establish- , 

ment. The ceremony w^as 
kept private at ,ihe wishes ! 
*of the family. 1 

J ' \ 

Quiet Landmark * 

The removal was accom- | 
pushed with so little fan- j 

» A 4/a.. 1 

larc inai ivvf .nuauirona i.v- | 
day realized the tomb was j 
now resting fewer than a ' 

>hundred feet away from 
Auburn Avenue — “Sweet j 
’ Auburn,** as it was known 

•- ea. aWa AjantAv* 

Wn^Q U Wll« W»t3 vvtaa'-ia w* 

Negro life in Atlanta. 

A scattering of people 

'stopped by during the day 
; as two city policemen kept ? 
guard In a nearby patrol • 

a a 41\A TTlncf 

, car. m ^ 

' tomb had become a major 
’ Atlanta. landmark, attract- *£ 

J Ing hundreds. of .tho.usands f 
■t,of visitors.'- -v ■ I 

% One day the new tomb s 

/V# 4Via Mjiriin ^ 
* wilt WC « va . 

i Luther King Memorial f 
WKbenMer .} 
TBaptist ^urcn, vrnvie ^r. ' 

tXi -J u'. . 

-"v - ^ ■ 




^ King was co-pastor with his * 
IfaineS’ JB^ut toSa/ uie'*tomb J 
*= rests near the center of a-’ 
field of mud and winter-; 
browned grass. | 

The white marble monu- ^ 
ment Is even simpler than jl 
the one in Southview—5 
which remains the property 1 
of the cemetery. ■< ' 

On the short end are two | 
crossed branches and the J 
words, “Rev. Martin Luther ’ 
King Jr. (1929-1968) Free at \ 
Last, Free at Last, Thank ^ 
God Almighty, I’m Free at j 
Last.*’ The quotation comes j 
from a slave spiritual which 
Dr. King frequently quoted ! 
in speeches; it was also in- j 
scribed on his first tomb, j 

Tears and Flowers , ! ! 

On either side of the face 1 
is a .small ,marble urn, to- 
'' Tday^filled ' 'with artificial | 
i roses. During the afternoon J 
! a middle-aged black woman, j 
sniffing back tears, added a | 
pot of yellow chrysanth^J 
i mums. ’ ' i 

The Atlanta Braves base-M 
. ball organization has prom- j 
j ised to sod the area with j 
grass before memorial serv- ! 
i ices Thursday’s, commemo¬ 
rating Dr. King’s birthday. 

The Rev. Ralph Aber¬ 
nathy, Dr. King’s successor 
^ as president of the Southern^: 
unrisuan w»-f 

fercnce, gave a brief prayer 
today at the reinterment. 

' The moving of the grave 
was a surprise only in Its 
liming. It has long been 

« _^ .a 4 /\mK 

piannea itwiL wimm 

part of the memorial center. 

. A museum of Dr. King’s life 
;wil be built nearby.‘ > - 
i Other parts of the memo-, 

■ rial, a library documentation 

.the Black ,'World, already:| 
have bee n established, at J 
’Atlanta Unlverslty£j^^2ji'*;^ 
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> • Organizers of activities to 
^ mark the birthday of the 
late Dr. Martin Luther King ' 
said yesterday they will hold 
a King holiday rally at 2 
p.tn. Thursday at Howard 
University’* Cramplon Audi¬ 
torium. 

Fannie I<ou Hammer, a 
•Mississippi civil right*' 

1 leader, will speak, along 
with Rep. John Conyers (D- 
Mich.). The program will in- 
- dude a film. “King from 
Montgomery to Memphis,” 
which is scheduled to be 
shown at l^OOO theaters In 
the country beginning 
March 24. 

The Rev. Waller E. Faun* 
troy, of the organizing com-; 
raittee, said acting D.C.. 
' School Supt. Benjamin Hen-! 
ley would allow students' 
with written permission 
from their parents to lake 
' the afternoon to attend the 
. rally. 

Mayor Walter E. Washlng- 
■■^as^establishelf'a “tHuP 


.^1 


eral leave policy” for ctty ’s 
e'Ripi5V&5? who wlsfftdTrnrn? } 
the day off as a holiday. Mr. '• 
Fauntroy said Conyers, along 
with 24 other congressmen 
who are sponsoring a bill to 
have Jan. 15 declared a legal 
holiday, have written to the 
mayors of 65 cities urging ^ 
them to establish the holi- ■ 
day. . /■■ ■ - . ■ ■ 

' David Otto, coordinator of 
the D.C. Moratorium Com¬ 
mittee, urged Moratorium.: 
supporters to circulate peti* ;; 
ttpns for t he new holiday at 
-T nuFs»^iry^ rally.' 
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Drricing services se%^ 

The District government plans an offida! 
commemorative service at the District Build¬ 
ing J^nTilS to honor the birth Of 
JLuther King. ^ j 

A nbn^enomlnational church servM *!«>; 
will be held probably at the National Cathe^j 
ral, City Council Vice Chairman Sterling Tuck¬ 
er said yesterday.' Mr. Tucker represent the^ 
council on a committee of government, churchy 
and business leaders planning the ceremony.’ 

In addition, the schools will sponsor spewh 
contests in honor of Dr. King, he said. The 
city government has already agreed to liberal 
leave policy Jan. 15 so city empires can 
attend ceremonines. ' . 

The Washington Teachers Union also an¬ 
nounced it wHl ask the school administrabon 
for a massive teach-in and the closing « Dis¬ 
trict school? at 1 p m, to perinit students to 
participate 4n the Southern Christian Leader¬ 
ship rally at the D.C. ’.Coliseum. Union prea- 
dent Williaim- Simons said the teach-in woiad 
include programs about Dr, King, ^ ***F^'2.^* 
vitCnJunese war and "the' racist^l^tiftl- 
tions that govern America.** " " t L 
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The birthday o^the late ^ 
Dr. Martin Luther^lng. Jr. 

‘ on Janri5 wTir be'observed-^ 
here with a variety o^spe- -^ 
cial events, city officials an- 
i nounced yesterday. 

Mayor Walter E. Washing- ' 

, ton said that planning'the 
observances will be under¬ 
taken by his office, the Ctti'” 
Council, the city schools and 
religious, civic and businesa 
organizations. A liberal 
' leave policy will be In effect 
for city employes, the mayors 1 

said. ' n 

The city encouraged spe- 
i cial observances last April, 
Von the first anniversary of 
' the assassination of Dr. 
f King, after about 150 angry 
citizens sat in at the City . 
Council chambers. 

. But it tuined aside a re- 
’ quest that the day be pro¬ 
claimed a holiday, in-part on 
^ the grounds that it 
■ the authority to do so. i 
pending in Congress would 
pakfc Dr. King’s birthday a 
fhalionaT' holiday. 
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Dr. Ronald P. Kaufman, 
now assistant director of the 
department of medicine at 
■Hartford (Conn.) Hospital, 

1 wilfMake over as medical 
. directoi^of George Washing¬ 
ton University Hospital on 
- Jan. 5. ■ 

It Dr. Kaufman, '^ho • Wj: 
reived his medical ,degi^e , 
, from the University oSJ 
Pennsylvania^ 1955, prac-] 
jtlced Internal medicine In 
{ Hartford and taught at the 
University of Onnecticut ~ 
before taking his present 
^post.-:>v ’ - ■ ' 
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7/} Hcnors for D c^ King J 

next year, J>r. Maxtin 
Luthe^^hy^ birthday, Jan. 16, 
wui be Kno^ as Human Rights 
Day and will be an official holi* 
day at the' City UniverKity, it was 
an?iounccd yesterday. All 16 City 
University campuses will be 
closed on the day to honor the 
.;|vii r^hts leader, bo_rn_^in^ 
aVTii asbara’inated on April 
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200.Cities Wi ll See , 
nim on Dr. King 

, One thousand theaters in 300 
cities, including Washington, * 
will sW a film abou t Martin • 
Luthei^ing next AprU 7,lhe 
^ weelconfie second anniversa¬ 
ry of his assassination. . 

The film, called “King: A 
- FUmed Record ... Montgom¬ 
ery to Memphis,” is describ^ 
as a record of Dr. King’s life 
and work from 1955 to 1968. 
Stars who appear include Har- , 
ry Belafonte, Diahann Carroll, 
Sammy Davis Jr., Ben Gaz- 
zara, Charlton Heston, James 
Earl Jones, Burt tancaster, ^ 
Walter^ Matthau and Sidneys 
Poitier, in segments directed.;, 
by Joseph L. Mankiewicz. 

The film was produced by 
Ely Landau, who also orga¬ 
nized the one-tlme*only show¬ 
ing, after which a longer ver-,. 

■ sion will be made available to 
* schools and churches. The 
theater version is 2 hours and 
,; 30 minutes long. J 

The sponsors of the event 
hope to raise $5 million — a 
million tickets at $5 each. The 
proceeds .will, go td the Martin 
! Luther King Jr. Special Fund, 

‘ which will disburse them to 
organizations that it considers 
to be carrying on the civil- 
rights leader’s work. 
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Movie to Ho; 
A - -- 

*) Plans for a mive “theater- 
party” in tributc/tv''l^ late 
Dr. Martin Lulhw-Wng J r., 
ej^tfecr«”l5«“aTfende<rs3- 
multaneously by more than 
one ’ million people in more 
than 300 elites, were an¬ 
nounced here yesterday. 

A. full-length film on the 
life ' and work* of tie civil 
rights leader, called/ 

• A Filmed Record -J/wIfoat- 




5]ngv 


14 in iiUou inovie u)caLc>». - 
event is expected to 
raisp $5-miUion to help sup- s 
port organizations dedicated • f 
to carrying on the work of r 
Dh. King from 1955 to his £ 
death in 1968. It is a ploject ' 
of movie producer El^^LaiXa, ^ 
dau.who has work?3w the > 
'"‘•^[JfSilaction for more than a , i 
year without compensation. \ ( 
retails of the event were j i 
announced at a news confer- | c 
, ence yesterday rooming ** i ' 
the Americana Hotel, called ’ ^ 
by a CTOup represenjiing the 
particiaants, includinl actor 
Sidn^Poitier, Jackyalenti, 

1 'pfesidant of the MSuonPic- 
lure /Ksociatlon of America; 
J ulian I Riflcin, president of the 
'T^jn^aTAssod ation of The-, I 
ater Owners; Dr. Ralph D. \ 
Abernathy,'"president of the | 
Southern Christian Leader¬ 
ship Conference; Mrs. Martin ' 
Luther King Jr., aPd Mr. Lan- 
dau. . ' 

“This event 

. Martin Luther King' in the j 
minds of people as the roost | 

. peaceful leader of the 20th j 
century," Dr. Abernathy said. I 
Mrs. King was visibly | 
moved by a short segment of ■ 

. the film shown at the press ^ 
conference. The compilation \ 
of film footage showed Dr, f 
King leading the boycott in ' 
Montgomery, Ala., in 1955,.- 
confronting the police in theiV 
late 1950's and refuting calls j 
to violence by black militants 1 
in the I960'*. I 

Mrs, King praised Mr. Lan- j 
dau, whose film credits In¬ 
clude “The Pawnbroker." 
"Long Day's Journey Into 
Night" and “The Madwoman 
of Chaillot". She said the 
film had an importance be- 
; yond financial gains for civile 
rights groups. ' " 

"I feel the message in the 
spirit of Martin Luther King ' 
l^n which is embodied in this j 
Qy production will be preserved,! 
I for .generations unborn and J 
1 ’ will keep alive those tfci::s£-r 


(or Dr.Km 


for which he died and bring 
about a community of brother¬ 
hood." she said. 

’ Dr. Abernathy, referring to 
Dr. King, as his “friend, 
closest associate and peren¬ 
nial jailmate,*’ said of the. 
planned showing*. 

"This event will make it 
possible to put an end to 
racism, to put an end to war • j 
and to put an end to poverty | 
in this most prosperous na- i 
tion in the history of civUiza- 
Uon"" " *- ^ ' 

*^'a two-and-a-half-hour ver¬ 
sion of the film has been 
created for the Jan, 14 show¬ 
ings, which will mark the 
only time the motion picture 
will be exhibited in theaters. 
Admission price will be $5. 
Another version, running four 
, hours and ?.0 minutes, subse-|j 
I quently will be made avail-j 
I able in 35-inm., 16-mm. and! 

8-mm, for presentation in! 
' rni leges* seboo^Ss churches 
' and *other institutions. 
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 


to Depict 


Dr. King's Career 


A documentary movie of the career of the late Dr. Martin | 
Luther King Jr. from 1955 in Montgomery to his assassination 
in 1%8 in Memphis will be shown Jan. 14 in Atlanta and about 
300 other dlies, it was announced Thursday..'* 

The movie which tele-1 ^ ^ Motherhood,”; 

vision news film and Up^ of Mrs. King said:', ■ ■ . >1 

Dr. King s voice, was produced, ~ « t u i 

bv Ely Landau of New York, 

whose movies include “The ““y* *!?> »5; 


:?S.rokM“ ani" “E; MaX «« 


won^ of Chaillot.*' ' “ 

As'many as one million per- 


the SCLC, said, “This event will 
establish Martin Luther King 
in the minds'of people as the 


sons are exf^cted to view peaceful leader (rf the 20th 

film, most of them paying $5 century.” . ^ 

per ticket. Funds from the one- „ j ■ n. - 

Sight showing will be distributed 
to organizations carrying on the f ™ 

offickls Lthem C&is- himdreds of f«t 


Atan Ixjadership Conference ” ^ n. T ' 

(SCLC) in Atlanta, Dr. King’s ?L'\- 

organization. . co^raUons as they telped 1 


j production of the. movie. 


! “VERY SIMPLY, the film 
■seeks to tell the story of the 
career of Dr. King as a civil 
rights leader, a religious lead¬ 
er and a man of peace,”'said' 
Tom Offenburger, SCLC direc- 
Itor of information. • 


’ At a press conference in New 
York City, Mrs. Martin Luther 
King Jr. said the movie is im¬ 
portant for more than the money 
it will raise. 

“I feel the message in the 
’spirit of Martin Luther King 
which is embodied in this pro- 
;duola(wi will be preserved for 
generations unborn and will 
.keep alive those things for 
?Kbich hg died and bring about 
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THE PRODUCER, who wsfe 
described as an admirer of Dr. 

King’s civil rights efforts, is 
said to. have suggested the doc -1 
umentary movie. Landau has 
worked without pay on the proj¬ 
ect since the spring of 1968. 

Dr. King was assassinated in 
Memphis on April 4, 1968. » 

After choosing the most ap- \ 
propriate films, the moviemak- ' 
ers wound up with a 21A-hour 
documentary. A longer version . 
of 4 hours, 20 minutes will be 
available in 35, 16 and 8-milli¬ 
meter film for showing in. col¬ 
leges, schools, churches and 
other institutions.' ' ■ - 

In one sequ«!ioe. Dr. King is 
seen and heard ^cussing the 
importance of the civil rights j 
protest demonstrations in Bir- / •• f 

mingbam, and as he speaks 
films are shown of pohce dogs • RF^' 
(and fire hoses being used toil2J NOVil^ 
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WHAT TO DO p.ssi^sisrsO'Usly alDOUt Martin • 
Luther Ktag^ Is becoming a OausA' One en-;l 
counters here and there petition Jorms tot 
Congress, requesting that his birthday he^ 
made a national holiday, lilce Lincoln’s, <xrt 
that the day of his assasdnation be made a ■■ 
national day of mourning, like Memorial Day. ’ 

* '■ • » ■*k 

And then Mrs. Martin Luther King, who / 
clearly learned from her husband the uses of 
the press, Is omnipresent: saying, sometimes, iv 
useful things, saying, other times, most.un- r 
fortunate things. ■ 

A week ago she revealed that she had- , 
been in communication ,with the admlnlstra* v 
tion concerning a national memorial to her 
dead husband. So far, unexceptionable. But i- 
she has now said she has abandoned the net::. 
gotiaUons, on the grounds that she has de-."/, 
tected an "Indifferent attitude” towards black 3 
and poor people. ^‘We felt that to get Federal 
support for a memorial would have been a v/i 
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his adrninistration is motivated by racist at^.vV - 
^ titudes." ^ ^ ^; ' • • • '> . 

REALLY, IT IS enough to drive a pOlitU",» 
cian up a tree. I can imagine what Mr. Nlxon^l 
; and his lieutenants and the leaders of Con ---1 \ 

gress are saying privately about Mrs. King’s/./* 
intemperance, and it Isn’t good. The notion C i 
that "naclst attitudes” motivate Mr. Nixon J 
paradojdcaily correct. Because Mr. Nixon 
would never have paused to negotiate wlth ^^ 

Mrs. King concerning a national memorial to ^^! 
her husband exxrept for the tact that Dr. King 
. was a Negro, and some might call this racist, 

? as the word is nowadays used,v,// 

'' If he h*ad been white, the suggestion'of 
^ raising a monument to him would have been ^ ■ 

‘ presumptively ridiculous, not because a white /: 
i 'man carrying the message of Dr. King on Into.., ^ 

1 martyrdom would be less than an object of 
rnatiwal honor, but because there Is a'long 

V line of men who are deemed to have,been| - 

V national benefactors who have not yet been;;'v ^ 

j'memorlaltee^ to 
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have been dead (Andrew Jackson, say), jor 
oyer 100 years. ^ 

' MRS. KING AND THE supporters Of her 
'plan put a curious emphasis on. the desira- 
blllty of using Federal funds. The fact of it 
i is that Dr. Martin Luther King was a hero 
and a martyr in one respect In othiers — one 
vthinks of his celebration of dvil disobed^ce 
he was the spokesman for a point of 'shew 
[on dUzenshlp which in the opinion of some. 
;-r- e.g., me — Is mortal to dvli society.' 

Dr. King's discovery of the transcendent 
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' Mrs. King 


...rUr hts of the Individual conscience Is the'.‘3 
kind of thing-that killed Jim Crow all right 
'But it is also the kind of tJhlng that killed-* 
‘Bobby Kennedy. And there are those who ;•< 
would be reluctant for tliat reason to be co-i'j 
opted, as impUdUy they v/ould be, In any na-^ 
tional monument constructed by Federal,:^ 
funds, or any holiday which called for .the 
shutting down of national insUtutions.si:C^^|^ .( 

SURELY WHAT MAKES Sense hiere, as so 4 
often Is the case, is to encourage people to w 
act in their own behalf, to express them-;,t 
selves freely. The statue to Franklin Delano;^ 
Roosevelt In London was built by the contri-J 
buUons of the Brltialh people, collected.on a>f 
voluntary basis. When sdi. Robert A. Taft *; 
died, his friends, feeling deeply his loss, in- :•§ 
sUtuted a Robert Taft institute one purpose a 
of which was to collect money to construct a 
carUlon on the park outside the Capitol. True,.^| 

/ the gowmment deeded over a few square 5, 

I feet of sod for the use of the friends of Rob- 
ert Taft. And surely It would be a sensible K 
;■ compromise, in the present impasse, for thel» 
government to do as much for the friends h 
of Martin Luther King. But let them then ^ 
raise the money from private sources. 

/ . ^Memorials so constructed .-may be" less 

grand than the behemoths undertaken by^ 
aot' of Congress. But they are in many ways /t 
more impressive. And surely It is fitting, un-:4 
der the circumstances, to follow the prece-,?.'^ 

, dent: even as the friends of Robert Kennedy ’.4 
■'intend to do- w; V, iC'. 

ABOVE ALL, MRS. King should be coun- 
seled to stop the racist talk. Because more of 
that, and she will antagonize those whomT ,: 

V -there is no purpose In antagonizing. It Is time 4 ; 
to mute the memory of one Martin Luther a: * 
King, the advocate of civil disobedience who 
- /once likened Amdica’s foreign policy ‘to Nazi. 
'Germany’s: and stress in^ad the qualities;,! 
that made him admirable — his ccurage, his 
■ moral strength, his great eloquence. That is'^r 
not accomplished by attributing racism to ; 
the Nixon administration. ■. ; ' U 
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US. Funds for King Memorial?: 


' * -V^nt do {wsttoinmsif | 
about Martin Lutheik-^ing is | 
‘becominTTTXafiSCrw en-1 
counters here and there peti¬ 
tion forms to Congress, re- 
questing that his birthday be 
'made a national holiday,like 
■ Lincoln’s, or that the day of 
bis assassination be made a 
national day of mourning, like' 
Memorial Day. And then Mrs. 
Martin Luther King, who 
clearly learned from her hus¬ 
band the uses of toe press, is 
omnipresent: Saying, some¬ 
times, useful things. Saying, 
other times, most unfortunate 
things. 

^ A week ago she revealed 
that she bad b^n in communi- 
‘ cation with toe administration 
concerning a national memori¬ 
al,to her dead husband. So far, 

, unexceptionable. But she has 
now said she has abandoned 
the n e g 01 i a t i 0 n s, on the 
grounds that she has detected 
an “indifferent attitude” to¬ 
wards black and poor people. 
.“We felt that to get federal 
support for a memorial w^d 
have been a beautiful thing. 
^ . But President Nixon’s atti¬ 
tude, his lack of real concern, 
suggests that his administra¬ 
tion is motivated by racist at- 
‘titudes.'V-' " V . . , ‘ , ' 


m 


Really, it is enough to drive 
•a politician up a toee. I can^ 
imagine what Nixon and his 
lieutenants and the leaders of 
Congress are saying privately 
about Mrs. King’s intemper¬ 
ance, "and it isn’t good. Thci 
.notion that “racist attitudes" 
motivate Nbcon is paradoxical- 
Jy correct.. Because Nixon 
would never have paused to 
negotiate with Mrs. King con¬ 
cerning a national memorial 
to her husband except for the 
^a(:t4haU£>r..King was a 


gro, and Some mig lit - cnu Ch ik 
racist, as the word is nowa¬ 
days used. 

If he had been white, the 
suggestion of raising a mon- 
cment to him would have been 
presumptively'ridiculous, not. 
because a white mao carrying 
the message of Dr. King on 
into martyrdom would be less 
than an object of national hon- , 
or, but because there is a long, 
line of men who are deemed to 
have' been national benefac-, 
tors who have not yet been- 
.memorialized in concrete, and ; 
some of them have been dead , 
.(An^ew Jackson, say), for 
.over 100 years.,^;- ^ ^ 


' Mrs. King and the support- ’ 
ers of her plan put a curious, 
emphasis on toe desirability of' 
using federal funds. The fact 
of it is that Dr. Martin Luther. 
King was a hero and a martyr, 
in one respect, in others—one' 
thinks of his celebration of civ¬ 
il ’disobedience-4ie was the' 
spokesman for a point of view, 
on citizenship 'which in the, 
opinion of some—e.g. . m^is.’; 
mortal to xivti>soeiety.>» ^ -i 
Dr. King’s discovery of tbe^ 
transcendent rights of lhe indi¬ 
vidual conscience is the kind, 
of thing toat killed Jim Crow 1 
; all right. But it is also the kind; 

^ of thing that killed Bobby Ken-, 

• nedy. And there are toose who ■ 
‘would be reluctant for that, 
reason to be co-opted, as im-; 
plcitly they would he, in any 
national monument construct- . 
»ed by federal funds, or any 
holiday which call^ for toe^ 
‘ shutting down of national insti-' 
■ tutions. " j 

Surely what makes sen« 
here, as so often Is the case, is 
to encour&go people to act In 
•their own behalf, to express 
. freely. Thejstatue 
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contributions of -the British 
people, collected on a volun¬ 
tary basis. When Sen. Robert 
A. Taft died his friends, feel¬ 
ing deeply his loss, instituted a 
Robert Taft Institute, one pur-^ 
pose of which was to collect 
money to construct a carillon 
on toe park outside the Capi¬ 
tol.. "I' 

True, the government deed- 
I ed over a few square feet of, 
i sod for the use of the friends 
;of Robert Taft. And surely it. 

; would be a sensible compro- 
’ mise, in the present impasse, . 

for the government to do as It 

much for the friends of Martin A j 

Luther King, But let them /tjT 

then raise the money from 
private sources. ' 

' * Memorials so constructed. 

■ may ^ less grand than the 
behemoths undertaken by Act 
of Congress. But they are in 
many ways more impressive. 

• And surely it is fitting, under The Washington Post 
the circumstances, to follow Times Herald 


[Ah 


. the prec^ent: Even as toe Washington Daily News_^ 

: friends of Robert Kennedy m- .. /«, .• , , A 

tend to do ^ > The Evenmg Star (Washington) IL 




The Sunday Star (Washington) 
: Daily News (New York) 


j5',' ■ ; .f - Sunday News (New York) 

I' Above all, Mrs. King should New York Post- 

■ be counseled to stop the ra^ New York Times_ 

: ist-talk. Because more of that, ^ 

and she will antagonize those The Sun (Baltimore)- 

) whom there is ’no purpose in The Daily World 
antagonizing. It is. time to 
mute toe memory of one Mar¬ 


tin Luther King, the advocate The Wall street Journal 
of civil disobedience who once The National Observer . 
likened America’s foreignpoli- 

icy to Nazi-Ctormany’s: And ® - 


stress instead the qua^tiw Examiner (Washington)- 

'that made him aumirabl©~Jns.' 

'courage, his moral strength,’-- - 

his great eloquence. That 

not accomplished by attribut- OCT 8 

ing racism to toe ^Nlxon ad*/ 

^inistraU^ — V 
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While House 
Bach ^iing 
Mem orial 




I3y Carroll Kilpatrick 

T?!. uchlDV >on Pcii B'.tff Wilier 

AVhite House otficials ex 
pressed surprise and dismay 
yesterday that Mrs. Martin 
Luther King Jr. believed they 
were uninterested In helping 
establish a memorial to her 
husband. • i - 

Wra. King was quoted •« 
saying that "President Nixon’s 
lattitude, his lack of real con¬ 
cern. suggests that he has not 
evolved from racist rctlexea." 

Leonard Garment, special 
consullaril to the President, 
said that the administration 
supports the Idea for establish¬ 
ment of an Institute for'Afr^ 

American Affairs In Dr. lOng i 
memory. ' 

While it declined to support 
a Martin Lullicr King national 
park it agreed to provide help 
in establishing a private me¬ 
morial park to 'his memory, 

Garment explained. \ 

Mrs. King’s break-off in 
talks with the administration, 
apparently rc.sulled from dli-' 
agreement over the park plan.j 
Robert n. Finch, Secretary.' 
of HeaUh. Education and Wel-j 
Tare.NViaiicd Mrsl King an 
Atlanta in April and wrote} 

■her In June about federal aup-^ 
port for such an Institute, 

Garment said. 

On Aug. 1. Garment wrote 
Mrs. King that the President 
"has expressed groat Interest"! 

In seeing that a suitable mem-i 
orial is established to the; 
memory of Dr. King. ' j 

"Secretary Finch' hasi 
' already communicated with: 
you fllrout the adminislra'tlon 
providing financial assistance, 
for the Institute for Afro-j 
American Affairs, a llvingt 
memorial which we feel would 

' serve the double purpose 42 

honoring the name of Martin_ 

Luther King and of pcrpclual-i }/^ 

Ing the Ideas lor which he. 

- atrugglcd." Garment wrote. . 

"In Addition, although we' 
are not prepared at the pres* 
ent time to propose Icgi-sla-j 
tion requesting the creation, 
of a new national park, we] 
lire prepared to look for fxiudsj 
to assist in the establishment 
of A private rrremorlal park. 

Garment s.aul that bolh thc^ 
Johnson an.l Nixon admlnls . - 
Iritlonx had conildered pro 
IKosalt for a memorial to Dr. 

King and tl>al the Nixon ad¬ 
ministration concluded that Upw 
would support an Idea for a . 

■ living memorial. providing j 
services, embodied In an In¬ 
stitute. 

The first the White House 
knew that Mrs King was un¬ 
happy about the plans was 
when she made her slalcment 
last week that the administra¬ 
tion was not interested. Gar¬ 
ment said. L 
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Coor a Muslim know:i as 

lOX ■ ■ - S'-T!tc:fcod 10 Ufe in the slaying of 
thjcc'mcr, them a Ne^-O. He told the 

iml-'.u in JaulU'C^. > Ihc, rla., “I hate you aU 

■ ■ ■ '-.a: td‘ol sorry for is the Wife of 
I hiUtd.” He also said he 
hu shoaVu i^^se: free because society 
had “cupressed.” him. 
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liV lON.MHAN COTTIX’ 

The House passed and 
hi oped to the Senate yester- 
;.iy a bill that wou.d ban a 
■epeat oi las: year’s muddy 
<i--.urrection City e n c a m p* 
near the Lincuin r.nnno- 

i nc in e a s u r c , )‘.asvi‘d by 
.'laa rijil vote, directs 

'..i “The Secretary of t'.ic In-, 
.erior shall not permit camp*'^ 
rg or overnight occupancy orvi 
i.«: erection of any tcniporaryw 
.shelter “except on lands “re- t 


gularly desisnaicd for such 
purposes.*’ 

The House Interior Commit¬ 
tee’s favorable report on the 
bill said that Congress must 
“conserve the values con¬ 
tained in the various units of 
the t'tational Park Systepn*” 

Tlic panel said the Interior 
Secretary’s auiliority is now 
“too broad.” It was former 
Secretary Stewart Udall who 
(approved the Southern Chris¬ 
tian Leadership Conference’s- 
use of the grounds near the 
Lincoln .Me.Tiorial for a six-, 


week Poor Peoples’ camp-ln. 

A dissc.iiing committee mi¬ 
nority said the bill limits the 
Interior Secretary’s flexibility 
in dealing with a crisis. 

Rep. William F. Ryan, D- 


Dr. K/ng iciicot 

The Prince Georges schvnol 
bcr.rci has named a new junior 
high school ft^ the lute Dr. 
Martin ^Lcthciy'lving Jr. The 
Anuntcnuate Pr-.d school is 
scheduled to open in the fall of 
1971. 


N.Y., principal architect of the 
dissent contended that the bill 
is nothing more than “an afr 
ter-the-fact reprimand of th's 
former Secretary of the Interil 
or.’’ \ 
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Day aflcr day tf>c mailman 
has brought Jctlcfe from peo¬ 
ple eager to prove lhat the late 
Robert F. Kennotw did not, as 
attorney general, tgc and ap¬ 
prove.-^ wire tap oft Dr. Martin 
LuJh.cC-ivmg because t)t! con¬ 
sidered King a security risk. 

I have also received a batch . 
of letters from persons happy 
to call Senator Kennedy “a • 
phony who posed as a great 
friend of the King family” 
even while knowing that he 
had approved a gross intrusion * 
of the civil rights leader’s pri¬ 
vacy. 

Oddly enough, many letters 
on both sides refer vaguely to . 
a so-called debate la.st year • 
between Kennedy and Eugene 
McCarthy as proof of the point 
they hope to make. 

The program these many 
readers refer to was ABC’s 
‘‘Issues and Answers” of June 
1 , 1968. The transcript shows 
ABC's Bin Lawrence asking . 
Kennedy about reports that 
“as attorney general you spe¬ 
cifically authorized or con- ; 
doned a wiretap on Martin Lu¬ 
ther King. Is this true?” 

Kennedy replied: “I was in¬ 
volved as attorney general, 
had the responsibility for the 
national security of the United 
States. Under an agreement 
lhat was made by Franklin 
Rocseveir in 1940, the.atiamcy. ^ 

ges~ v/rs given permissioii. ■ 
to give approval of a wiretap j 
— I never gave any permis- ’ 
sion for bugging. Nobody was 
. given, nor was any permission 
^ asked tor, in any case. 

*'I was given permission to 
wiretap in cases that involved 
the national security of the 
.United States, where the dircc- 
stor of the Federal Bureau of 
I Investigation and others felt 
that the national security of 
the United Slates was Uircat- 
cnod. 

“I have never discussed in¬ 
dividual cases, and it would be 
a violation of the law if I did, 
no matter what the political 
benefits might be for me. But 
what 1 do want to say is as far 
Martin Luther King is con- 


as 


corned, he was a loyahdcdL 
cated American whoftn my 
judgment, made a 
conurwifviuu- to tlus countty/ 
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AT 


what arc the fr-icr.ds ca. ' 
foes of the late senator to • 
make of that disjointed, some¬ 
what evasive, obviously em- : 
barrassed reply? 

First, I consider it an admis¬ 
sion that Kennedy approved 

i thc wiretap because ‘‘the 
director of the FBI and others 
felt that the national security 
of the U.S. was tlireatencd.” 

Wc also note that Kennedy 
emphasized Uiat he did not t 
consider King a security risk, 
but *‘a loyal, dedicated Ameri¬ 
can.” This is completely con- 

t trary to FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover’s allegation that Ken¬ 
nedy urged him to wiretap 
‘King. 

♦ Only knowledgeable readers 
I will catch the significance of 
I Kennedy’s remark that he 
“never gave any permission 
■ for bugging.” 

Kennedy knew that the dirt 
|the FBI was hauling to Capitol 
Hill and into editorial offices 
in an effort to destroy King 
had not come from the wire¬ 
tap; it had come primarily 
from bugging King’s suite at 
the Willard Hotel here in 
Washington and from the bug- 
• ging of other hotel rooms and 
I apartments. 

That, dear confused readers, 
is the record of the TV debate. 

But may I repeat thatUhe 
|“Kennedy or Hoover?” argu¬ 
ment is irrelevant to toe 
points I have made in earlier 
columns. I never wrote that 
|Hoover installed “a wiretap” 
without Kennedy’s approval. I ’ 
Isaid the FBI has used illegal * 
^wiretaps and buggings. (Note ! 
|how careful Hoover and his i 
spokesmen have been to say ; 
nothing about buggings. They ' 
assumed, apparently correct* 
ly, that the public and most of 
the press did not know the * 
difference between a wiretap , 
'auu a bug and WOuld’^uArkiyA 


0 ct ^in fl 
about Kennedy and the wirc- 
‘tap.) 

' 1 said the taps and bug¬ 
gings were immoral and un- 
. American and that the use to 
|which the FBI put material 
*from the surveillance was des¬ 
picable, to say the least 
What the public needs to fo¬ 
cus on is not personalities—flot 
a blind loyalty to a Kenne^ 
‘^fo^snchg, or a Hoover/T. * ^ 


map.. 

■ * „ The- insuc is the cKtent tc~ 
which we, in our fear or frus¬ 
tration, will permit the erosion 

of basic Constitutional rights 

and the invasion of privacy. 

0 Alty. Gen. John Mitchell has 
claimed an almost devine 
right to put electronic surveil¬ 
lance on almost anyone he 
thinks is out to subvert the 
status quo. He claims that this 
right flows to him through the 
President and that no court 
approval or supervision is re- 
. quired. 

This kind of ominous as¬ 
sumption of power raises is¬ 
sues that transcend any fuss 
over the personaUUes in¬ 
volved. . 
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Tfie*king Case Is Closed 


Righteous anger was unconfined partment records were available- 
Liberalville last month when it to prove it,. . . - . , . 


• in Liberalville last month when it 1 to prove it,. 

: Je over Liberal 

had been under an FBI wiretap*" • v ’ y 

’t __ iii J _it- . I » 11 ii..i 1.L j 


from 1961 until his death. 


f The expected public figures and 
(expected newspapers quickly fell 


All the righteous anger that had 
j— right up to the Hoover An¬ 
nouncement — paraded noisily Jip 
and down its streets was suddenly 


nto Une l^hind syndicated colum- shushed and yanked behind bolted 


i^laist Carl Rowan, and in the name 
^of everything holy began chanting 
■tfor the resignation of J, Edgar 
•IHoover. For he had, they alleged, 
^ ordered the wiretap on his own. 


doors like a jiaughty child. The 
wiretap of Dr. King ceased to be 
an issue in the twinkling of a lie. 


I f If publicly pressed, most of 
I .those chanters would have insisted 
(they had nothing against Hoover 


j But, you ask, if they called Hoo^ 
Ver's action highhanded, vicious.’ 


ver's action highhanded, yicioiu,^ 
dangerous and ridicule u]s, 
shouldn’t they, in fairness, - hwe 
labeled the Kennedy action w|th 


rsonally mind you, but simply the same adjectives? In fact. 


ttlieved that anyone who could wouldn’t their failure to do that 
; suspect King of wrongdoing did very thing suggest that Liberal- 

^ residentsTrather than being 

sj»nsibiUty. Highanded ,,. vi- genuinely shocked "over tiie treat- 
♦!,* ’ ^^^Serous , • • ■ ndicu- ment of Dr. King, simply saw the 

/KBl'chiPf wprp . jssue as a bench to stand on in 

jp I chief were almost endless. . j ordej* to reach Hoover’s scalp? ^ % V. 

11 Then Hoover dropped the bomb:^ '*^^Those'"are valid questions, lut 
Former A tty. Gen. Robert F. Ken- don’t bother putting them to fthe 
j jedy himself authorized the tap, citizens of Liberalville; JEor tb&i. 
j be sai o,^uiid->FBI and Justice Dc-—"tnfe King case is closed. * ^ ' 
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link King Wittr^p ' 

,,, Communists^ .., ' 

B y Pa>tl^cott / 

^ WASHINGTON, D. C. — Private air- 
ling 01 the FBrs recording o£ private con¬ 
versations Dr, Martin Lnthew Kin g condu- 
ed with his protest advisers could go a long ! 
way toward changing the image of the slain 
civil rights loader. / , - y-* 

Summaries of the recordings, as re- . 
vealed to members of House Appropriation ■ 
Subcommittee, headed by Rep. John J. 
Rooney (D.N.Y.) clearly indicate that King ■ 
was in direct contact with one of the most ^ 
influential communists in the U.S. 

' With leads obtained from their elec- ^ 
itronic eavesdropping, the FBI was able to \ 
confirm that this ^emiin agent, whose ' 

ft infra fKci VilOKACt T’AMlrC Af 

ALilA\Ai;UV 9 .» bmmm# v* 

the Communist IWiy, USA, was one of ■ 
King's ghost writers and chief advisers on 
protest strategy. 

In addition to the evidence gained 
jfrom the King recordings, the FBI succeed¬ 
ed in taking several photographs of the civil 
rights leader meeting with this covert coni- ' 
munist operator at one of the major U.S.- 
airports. 

King, whose assassination in Memphis, 
Tenn., in April, 1968, is stili carried as an 
|"opeJi investigation” by the FBI, was first 
put under surveiUiauce in 1961 when the 
late Robert Kennedy was attorney general. 

Although Kennedy after leaving the 
Justice Department denied any knowledge 
jof the King’s surveillance, FBI and Justice 
department records show he authorized the 

Atxmiv\n Viv 

\ FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, then Deputy 
Attorney General Micholas de Katzenbacb, 
and lanotber high-ranking FBI aide. 

The surveillance of King, now under 
fire by several large East Coast newspapers, ! 
was the outgrowth of information the FBI 
agents obtained during its investigation of / 
another national security case. 
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several times by one of the persons under --/o C>G "v/ 

surveillance in the case, it was decided/ L' 


surveillance in the case, it wa 
that the civil rights leader should 
under close observation. 


it was decidedy^ 
hould be place<^v 


I The FBI inquiry, which continued for i 
several years, involved King’s trip to Swe¬ 
den and East Germany as well as his pre- 
parat fong ^ jp ad the so called ’’ Poor ^n ay 
Campaign”,. to ' disrupt .Washingluul 
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FOR THE RECORD — Thes e, an.d i?tltp r 
still tewei uetails of King’s activities were 
Irevealed by FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
*to members of the Rooney subcommittee 
shortly before the civil rights leader was 
slain. 

Deeply concerned about King’s plans 
to disrupt Washington, the legislators had 
requested the briefing so they would be * 
prepared to blunt his assult on Congress 
should that become necessary. . 

I So alarming was the FBI’s data on 
King that the lawmakers took the extraor* 
dinary step of briefing House Speaker 
John McCormack. This information along 
^ith other materials furnished by the FBI 
caused McCormack to make extensive prc> 
parations, including the alerting of military 
units, to defend the Capitol against King's 
plans to cause massive disruption. 

The House Democratic leaders, all . 
strong supporters of the late President 
Kennedy, were reputedly shocked at the 
guttertype language King used in private 
conversations about the late President. 

I Other recordings in the FBI files { 
aealt extensively with his private life, ac> ■ 
cording to the legislators, and showed that 
there were two Kings, one the public knew , 
and the other known only to his closest . 
jfriends and the FBI. '' I 

Although no government agency or ; 
commission made a study of King’s long* 
range strategy of protest, there is enough 
I evidence in the files of the FBI to show, 
that King’s goal was to create a mass pro* 
test movement. With the movement, Bjmg 
and his advisers hoped to force a racial 
change in the country’s form of govern* 
meat. 

fling’s leadership task was to give the 
over*all movement “motion” and an accept* 
able “imago” Utat would attract mllliona 
of Negroes, young people, the poor, clergy, 
and those disenchanted with the Vietnam 
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‘a5i;iing ma 
of King’s Conversationi^ 


Public airing of the MU’s recordings 

of pnvatc conversaUons Dr^_Martin 

Lulh* King condCIctira^tirhis protest 
'adviwfs'^ould a long way toward 
changing the • intlgc of the slain civil 


rights leader. 
Summaries 


of 


|hc recordings, as re¬ 
vealed to members of a House Appropri¬ 
ations subcommittee, headed by Rep. 
John J. Rooney (D.-N.Y.), dearly in¬ 
dicate that King was in direct contact 
with one of the most influential Com¬ 
munists in the U.S. 


With leads obtained from their 


electronic eavesdropping^ the FBI 


was able to confirm that this Kremlin 
agent, whose influence extended into 
the highest ranks of the Communist 
Party, U.S.A., was one of King’s 
ghost writers and chief advRers on 
protest strategy. 
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of the Rooney subcommittee shortly' 
before the civil rights leader was slainjj 

Deeply concerned about King’s plan| 
to disrupt Washington, the legislators* 
had requested the briefing so they would ; 
be prepared to blunt his assault on j 
Congress should that become necessary. ' 

So alarming was the FBI’s data on 
King that the lawmakers took the extra¬ 
ordinary step of briefing House Speaker 
John McCormack. This information, i 
along with other material furnished by . 
the FBI, caused McCormack to make i 
extensive preparations, including ihe.j 
^alerting of military units to defend the) 
Capitol against King’s plans to cause 
massive disruption. . i 


In addition to the evidence gained 
from the King recordings, the FBI suc¬ 
ceeded in taking several photographs of 
the civil rights leader meeting with this 
covert Communist operator#at one of 
the major U.S. airports. 

King, whose assassination in Memphis, j 
T enn., in April 1968, is still carried as' 
an “open investigation’’ by the .FBI,* 
was first put under government surveil¬ 
lance in 1961 when the late Robert 
Kennedy was attorney general. 

Although Kennedy after leaving the 
Justice Department denied any know¬ 
ledge of King’s surveillance, FBI and 
Justice Department records show he 
authorized the inquiry during a confer¬ 
ence attended by FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover, then-Deputy Alty. Gen. 
.Nicholas dc Katzcnbach, and another 
high-ranking FBI aide. 

The surveillance of King, now under 
fire by several iai'gc East'Coast news¬ 
papers, was the outgrowth of informa¬ 
tion that the FBI agents obtained during 
its investigation of another national sec¬ 
urity case. 

When King’s >nam£ was mentioned 
several times by one of the persons under 
surveillance in the case, it was decided 
that the civil rights leader should be 
placed under close observation. 

The FBI inquiry, w4iich continued for 
J several years, involved King’s trips to 
Sweden and East Germany as well as 
his preparations to lead the so-called 


The House Democratic leaders, 
all strong supporters of the late 
President Kennedy, were reputedly 
shocked at the gutter-type language 
King used in private conversations 
about the late President. 


Other recordings in the FBI files dealt 
extensively with his private life, according 
to the legislators, and showed that there 
were two Kings—one the public knew 
and the other known only to his closest 
friends and the FBI. f 


Although no government agency on 
commission has made a study of King’s! 
long-range strategy of protest, there is 
enough evidence in the files of the FBI 
to show that King’s goal was to create 
a mass protest movement. With the 
movement. King and his advisers hoped 
to'force a radical change in this country’s 
form of government. 


King’s leadership task was to give 
the over-all movement “motion” -and 
an acceptable “imagc“that would attract 
millions of Negroes, young people, the 
poor, clergy, and those disenchanted with 
the Viet Nam war. . , 


His tactics in changing his protest 
leadership from one of civil rights to. 
anti-war, anti-poverty, and anti-govern¬ 
ment during the closing days of his' 
life were ^ari of this grand strategy. 

• Whether most of these FBI recordings, 
since many of them deal with national 
security cases still under investigation, 
will ever be revealed by the Nixon 
Administration is conjectural. 
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These and other still-secrel details of 








Should supporters of King, hotvever, 
pump new life into the stalled drive in 
Coitgi'c.ss to crcaic a national holiday 
honorintt i>itn> tleniands could b e 
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The Ute Rev. Dr. Marlin Luther King 
allegedly had conversations with an 
influentialU.S. Communist. 

that occurs, the “Martin Luther King 
tapes" could become big news. 

For now, the only public confirmation 
of the King recordings comes from 
Houston Federal Judge Joe Ingraham’s 
hearing involving the case of former 
heavyweight boxing champion Cassius 
Clay. 

Testimony by FBI agents in the 
Houston hearing revealed that conversa¬ 
tions of King and Clay were, recorded. 

In one instance, Ju(jge Ingraham pro¬ 
nounced it a matter of national security'-'^ 
and refused to let it be made public. • 

Clay, convicted of draft dodging in .. 
June 1967, and sentenced to five years 
in prison, is appealing his conviction. 
The U.S. Supreme Court ordered 
Ingraham to hold a hearing to see 
whether illegal wiretap testimony was 
used to convict Clay.. . 

Both the movement to mark King’s ' 
birthday as a national holiday and the 
Houston court hearing clearly indicate 
that the final chapter in the Martin . 
Luther King story is yet to be written. 















I O iiources^close to FBI Director J. Eagar Hoover 
report that bureau files are "brimming over" with 
memos signed by former Atty. Gen. Robert Kennedy 
authorizing electronic surveillance not only of l\^rtin 
Luther King but other Negro militants. "This sort 
of stuff could seriously hurt Teddy in the militant 
community," said one high-level source who has 
seen the documents. 


O Former Atty. Gen. Nicholas Katzenbach 
changed stories in mid-stream last week as he 
attempted to defend Bobby Kennedy in the wiretap 
controversy. First, Katzenbach said he knew afc- 
iolutely nothing about the tap. Twenty-four hou s 
ater, the former A.G. agreed that Bobby h<d 
, .|igned the wiretap authorization^but implied that 
, luwas-the-ESrs idea, . 
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Drowning* Men 


The ethical 

Kennedy anxl J^linson administra-. 
tion waa neverj illustrated better 
than in the coitfuct of formeor at-l 
torney general f Kicholaa Kaizen-j 
bach and Ramsey TIHark when the 
(FBI revealed it has been wiretapp¬ 
ing the telephone conversations of 
Martin Lutheqr'T ving a s a matter of 
aecurity. 

Clark denied knowing anything ;; 
about the wiretapping and called-: 
^non FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ’ 

, - r - 

to retire. Moreover, Clark was. 
quoted by Negro columnist Carl 
Rowan as saying that *'The impli-. 
cation that people thought Dr. 
King was a aecurity threat ia out -. 
rageous.*' 

; The first time he was asked' 

i Vi 4tsi\ 

’* &O0UV 1V> vvrv| 

knew nothing about it. The very> , 
next day, however, he reversed him¬ 
self and said that he not only knew 
s about it but that Robert F. Ken-| 
nedy, when attorney general, had,>,_ 
•'personally authorized” the wire¬ 
tap. 

' But, Katzenbach added: **To^ 
gay or imply that this tap was the^ 

“ original conception of Robert Ken-^ 
nedy ,is false/' 

I Katzenbach said the FBI urged 
him *'over and over” to approval 
fthe wiretap because the FBI be¬ 
lieved King was either a Communist. ’ 
or a tool of the Communist Party. • 
As he had done just 24 hours - 
earlier, Katzenbach had lied about^ 
(this, too. And Mr. Hoover quickly^ 
proved it. ,4 

’ In an interview with a Washing-^ , 

i cKMh^ Kennedy iaftlQyon! 5 r ap-^/ 

^ provi^ the wiretap^7King—but^ 

■ ha^^Vt i^ipted it I v. .*.i )• .' 


Mr..T>Hoover said the signsiure^ 
"Robert F. Kennedy” was on the j 
approval, and a memorandum from 
Courtney Evans, a close friend of I 
pCennedy and the Justice Depart-^ 
Jment’s liaison to the FBI, showed 
Kennedy had initiated the wiretap. ‘ 

The contents of the memos have I 
not been made public, but they were ‘r 
shown to the Washington Star re¬ 
porter to veaify that they contain- 
|ed the information Mr. Hoover said- 4 
they did. 

According to The Star reporter, ^ 
Jeremiah O’Leary, Kennedy ex- .; 
pre.ssed concern in one mem bran- 
dum about possible infiltration of‘J 
the race issue by Marxists and . 
spoke of allegations that King was * 
closely associated with Marxist 

• ideas and followe^rs. In that memo- 
■ randum, Kennedy asked about the 

• feasibility of installing electronic /'/ 
;d^w,^^on King’s telephones-^^!-^ 


) -^--==:T-ho .second memorandujn, writ- ; 

• |ten fouF months later by Hoover v 
S. to Kennedy, stated that it was now ‘ 

; technically feasible to apply wire-' 
taps to King’s telephones in two | 
places, one of them an unnamed < 
location in New York. The memo-., 
■Jrandum constituted the FBTa re-' 

] quest for authority to propeed with - 
the wiretap proposed by Kennedy ; 
l^^our,mo nths earlier, and Us aassja 
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, 1.Pw w 1 ef t-h a rxi com &p«. Jth^ r* g» •’ 

.: nature “Robert F. Kennedy/' Under 
■ the name is the date “ 10 - 10 - 63 /' ' 

I Mr. Hoover declined to com- 
meny OJMHie resulte of the wire- ; 
tapMng’. But he did say the taps 
*. wer| discontinued on April ‘ 30 , j 
' 196 a Katzenbach was serving as v 
b'attorney-general then. * 

? Thua, Katzenbach and Clark 1 
^ not only branded themselves as'j 
t liars, men whose word ia not to be | 

^ trusted, they also revealed them-1 
' selves 'to be stupid. For, as former 4 
' attornej’s general, experieneed in’| 

f ealing with Mr. Hoover, they ; 
hould have known that Mr. Hoover 
^ could document anything he said—. * 
and would not hesitate.to do »o inj 
I the' interest of national security 
< and to preserve the integrity of the'*' 

r Throughout his adult lifetime, ] 

I Martin Luther King played fast and : 

I loose with Communists, their fronts | 
r and fellow-travelers. He attended ! 
‘f^Communist training ■ schools; he^* 
employed Communists; he associat-'j 
ed with them, and* he espous^ j 
,vinany Marxist ideas. He followed;? 
Jthe Marxist line on the Vietnam j 
^‘war. He took himself to/ 

seize private property in Chicago;; ' 
^^and to collect the rents upon it.I , 

I He flouted the law and he preach- j 
f ed hatred, not love, In a remark- 1 . 
t able intoi*view with a Now York * 

( Times reporter ho revealed that his^ 

;r philosophy of non-violence consist-1 
^ted of taunting, and, if necessary, | 

• attacking law officeirs so that he) 
'jcould accuse them of “violence"/ 
•jwKerr^ey defended thema]^lyoS=jH»;g 


' .iv V ■»v" ♦; 

■' f 


facts are . documented. ^ 
'They cannot be refuted. To *eve^/; 
‘attempt to “explain” or excuse • 
them is but to .brand one's self as.'> 
; intellectually depraved. Katzen-,..’ 
:bach and Clark undoubtedly know J 
• much more about King\ Commu-.-’’ 
'nist connections than has been docu- '} 
mented heretofore. • . 

/ Why, then, their attempt to de-;‘^ 
ifend him by trying to smear 
|Edgar Hoover? Their lies remind 
us of the desperate flailing of men' 

I jon the verge of drowning in's seal/ 
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Xing Wiretap Controvef^' ' " 

O 

Who “buggcJ” ihc talc Dr. Marlin Luther King?, 
Thai was the subject of a conlrovcrs>'-raging (l\rough 
the Nalion’s Capital last week, involving everyone 
from obscure fonmy^Jgstice Department officials ■ 
to President Nixoi|andwhcn lire smoke cleared the j 
linger pointed at aaolher recent victim of an assassin’s ! 
gun: The late Sc|. Robert F. Kennedy, the former j 
U .S. allorncy gcneial. j 

The controversy nrrt-brokc during the draft evasion | 
hearings for former boxing champ Cassius Clay in = 
Houslon. Clay’s lawyers claimed evidence against the j 
Black Muslim advocate was gathered through illegal | 
wiretapping. Not true, said the Justice Dcparimcnl, \ 
arguing that Clay’s conversations were picked up on j 
an FBI wiretap involved in a national security inves- j 
ugation of another'man. That wiretap, an FBI \ 
agent revealed at the Houslon hearing, was monitoring ( 
the phone calls of Dr, King, then head of the Southern I 

Christian Leadership Conference. • 

This revelation gave a field day to those many j 
factions around Washington who wish to depose j 
FBI Director). Edgar Hoover. Columnist Carl Rowan 1 
called for Hoover’s resignation outright, saying the } 
FBI had no authority to lap King's telephone. Former j 
Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark said “the implication that ' 
people thought Dr, King* was a security threat is •' 
outrageous.” ' 

In self-defense, Hoover himself went to the Wash- . 
inglon Evening Star, taking with him two documents " \ 
from his files. One of these was written in June 1963 : 

by Courtney Evans, then assistant director of the FBI I 
and its liaison man with the Justice Department. 

In it Evans reported to Hoovet the substance of a 7 
conversation he had just had with Ally. Gep^ Robert ,j 
Kennedy, brother of the then President. 

Kennedy, Evans reported, was concerned over poV 
sible infiUration of the civil rights movement by 


Communists and other Marxist types and was alarmeti 
at reports that Dr. King, then unofficial leader of 
the movement, was associating with known Communists 
and was a student of Marxism. Evans told Hoover 
that Kennedy had then inquired as to the possibility 
of the FBI’s installing electronic listening devices 
on King’s telephones. 

The second memorandum Hoover showed Evening 
reporters last week was dated Oct. 7, 1963—nearly 
six weeks before the assassination of President John 
F. Kennedy-'and constituted an FBI request for 
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(PriortJ^this authorization, Hoover told thefvenmgf 
Star, FBI* officials had in fact questioned Kcnncdyj j 
on the wisdom of lapping King’s phone lines in vlcwj j 
of possible political repercussions. Kennedy, however, 
was adamant, said Hoover.) 

Capping off his self-defense. Hoover declared: 

“I have never authorized installation of technical 
^ electronic devices without written authority of the 

attorney general.** 

The question of who was responsible for authorizing 
■ wiretaps during Kennedy’s tenure as attorney general 
' flared up briefly after the late President’s brother had 
become r. U.S.'senator from New York. Hoover 
and (he then-Sen. Kennedy exchanged accusations over 
who bore the responsibility for use of hidden micro¬ 
phones in investigations (no names of subjects being 
mentioned) and angry letters were sent back and forth. 
It is reported that the FBI quickly reminded Kennedy 
it still had authorizations signed by him in its files. 
The public battle rapidly subsided. 

But now the brouhaha is in full bloom once more. 
Hoover’s interview with the Evening Star prompted 
•yet another outburst from former Atty. Gen.Ramsey 
Clark, charging that the FBI chief’s defense was some 
sort of indecency “because it comes after Robert 
Kennedy and Martin Luther King have been murdered 
in the service of humanity and arc unable to defenrf 
^tjbcmsclves.*’ Of course they were also no Itygc q 
alive to support Clark, either. * i 
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^ Ai his televised press conference the night ihc^t 
I £vtvj/>jg Star story broke, reporters asked President! 
j Nixon for his comments on the controversy andi 
whether or not he still had confidence in Hoover.^ 
“Mr. Hoover docs enjoy my compjctc confidence,” 
Nixon responded, saying that, as for the King inci¬ 
dent, ”I checked personally into the matter as to 
■ whether or not that surveillance which had been 
discussed had been conducted by him {Hoover] and the i 
FBI, by themselves, or whether it had been, as is i 
supposed to be the case, always approved by the 
attorney general.” ' 

1 

“I found,” Nixon concluded,”ihat it had always 
been approved by the attorney general, as Mr. Hoover 
testified in 1964 and 1965.” 


In light, of President Nixon’s comments, one of 
the most peculiar responses to Hoover’s allegations 
came from former Atly. Gen. Nicholas Kalzenbach. 
While conceding that Kennedy officially authorized 
the bug on King’s phone lines, Kaizenbach contended 
that “to say or imply that this tap was the original 
^conception of Robert Kennedy. . .'.is false.” 

”Il is unworthy of the tradition of the FBI to, 

) attack in this fashion the repufation of two men who f 
cannot defend themselves,” said the Kaizenbach slate- - 
■..;pcni. F 1 

m wrong for Hoover to ”aUa ck’* men V j 

‘ 4 who can’t defend themselves, but it is perfccUy all | 
right for others to attack Hoover when the only man 
who could defend him would be Bobby Kennedy. i 



But Nicholas Kaizenbach is around to defend . j 

himself. Bobby Kennedy resigned as attorney general ^ 

! in September 1964, his assistant Nick Katzenbach i 
being elevated to succeed him. The FBI s wiretap | 
on Dr. King continued until April 30, 1965, obviously - j 
with the new attorney general’s approval. If Kaizen- j 
bach is so upset over the lap on Dr. King now, ! 
why didn’t he slop it then? j 

‘An even more interesting question looms: Bobby,* j 
Kaizenbach and the rest of the Kennedy entourage 
used to shower extravagant praise on the late Dr. » 

* King. Bobby attended the funeral, he tended to ! 
Mrs. King and demonstrated, at least publicly, that 
he was King’s wonderful friend. Well, maybe fc 
\ was. But just what kind of a friend is it thal-. 5 ecrcliy ^ 
j taps your telephone? - • J 
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Q. Is the Governor of 
. Ohio, Jim Rhodes, a pawn 
of the Mafia?—Ed Humph¬ 
ries, Columbus, Ohio. 

A. Rhodes is no pawn, but 
as a governor subject to 
pressure from many 
sources, he certairfiy bears 


I 

_ / / 1^ 

r 

! ““O' / ' ' K 

i / ^ 

l_ AU _ 


watching, life magazine L . -a a * . i 

recently reported on the slate of his finances and. 
some of bis 'decisions concerning a Mafia figure in * 
jail. 


Q. Is it true that Bobby Kennedy, Nick Katzenbach ,'' 
and Ramsey Clark, each of them a U.S. Attorney- 
^General, could not get along with /. Edgar Hoover? 
'what was learne^ from wiretapping the telephone 
of Martin Luther King }r.? Did he turn out to be a ’ 
Communist agent as rumored? — V.L. Lewis, Wash-A 
ington^ D.C. ♦ 

lA. Kennedy. Clark, and Katzenbach found that Hoo- 
iver, ostensibly under orders to the justice Depart- . 
|ment. ran his owa show. King's telephone was tapped 
• because at one time he had dealings with a Com¬ 
munist lav^er. He was never, however, a Communist 
or a Communist agent. For the most part, the wire¬ 
taps revealed that King on occasion'submi tted .J^ 
temptations of the flesh..' \ 
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A Look at ihe Record 


jO/J the Kin'gy^heiap 


THE Mart in Lu thjprlKing Wiretap de* 
[jbatc is the most tangled story to come 
out of the Washington jungle in some 
time. While it is manifestly impossible 
that evciybody is telling the truth, con¬ 
sidering the number of contradictions 
involved, it is only too easy to believe 
by now that nobody is telling the truth. 
What seems more probable is that 


I riiiSf'vfv le 
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nothing but the truth.'' 

The two most recent Attorneys Gen- 
> r*I of the United States, Nicholas deB. 

Katzenbach, Robert F, Kennedy’s 
^ I immediate successor, and Ramsey 
j Clark, Katzenbach's immediate suc- 
, jeessor, both have accused FBI Director 
1 |j. Edgar Hoover of shamelessly selec- 
( jtive use of FBI files in placing 
• [exclusive blame upon Mr. Kennedy for 
j (the wiretap that everybody agrees was 
j placed on Dr. King for a period that is 
still in conflict- j 

1 It |!s true, as has been said, that' 
jneither Mr. Kennedy nor Dr. King is 
■here (to defend himself from tlic differ- < 


‘ IN RESPONSE to a column written ' 
by Carl T.'Rowan from accounts oT the 
Ali-Clay appeal testimony, a spokes-.^ 
jman for Director Hoover said that Mr. ■ 
Kennedy had not only authorized the 
King wiretap but Ibat it was his whole 
idea, quite a diflereni dimension, 
indeed. | 

Later still, Drew Pearson, who is not, 
known principally as an apologist lor j 
IJ. Edgar Hoover, reprinted portions of*; 
a column published less than two weeks 
before Mr, Kennedy’s death that not 
only credited him with initiating tlie 
pCing wiretap, but said that tire FBI, 
opposed tlie idea and carried out the 
Attorney General’s order only- 
reluctantly. 

Messrs. Katzchbach and Clark,» 
conceding tlrat Mr. Kennedy bad. 
authorized the tap, have specifically> 
denied that he was the originator or f 


. a 1 . tn A. no 

xnai uic uurcttu uic 


to \the arrangement that it has pre- \ 


tenijed to be. Mr. Kalrenbac 
specifically. 


implications attached to Their 


•separate names, in Mr. Kennedy’s case 


“To say or imply that this Up was the 
oricinal coiiecption of Robert Kennedy— 
that he was the moving force in this sit- 
. . uation—or that be bad any doubts what¬ 
soever as to Dr. King’s Integrity or loyalty 
is false." 
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have thought at one time that Martin 
Luther King’s loyalty might be suspect, 
in Dr. King's, that his loyalty was 


suspect. 

While Dr. King could conceivably 


I lave died all unawares, it seems un- 
ikely, and, as it happened, Mr. Ken¬ 


nedy shortly before his own death dur- 
jng the 1968 presidential primary 


i^ampaign did have an opportunity to 
deny that he had ever authorized any 
I iuch wiretap, and did deny it. 

This was Uic original point at ques- 
iion when the issue was reopened early 
jihis month by FBI testimony in Uie 
draft evasion case of Muhammad All 
([Cassius Clay), the^eport of a 1964 
telephone conversation between Dr. 
KirS“5iRr^h'-Clay listened in upon *|U 
Dr. King’s end of the line. • 

Sr-- *. •..—- 


kivc" for Mr. Hoover to portray the 
{FBI as “reluctant eavesdropper" on 
Dr. King, and added that, in.fact, tlie 
Director was always bugging him for 
permission to bug Dr. King. / 

I And there we stand, with Mr. Hoover 
claiming “proof" in the form of a 
memorandum based on a conversation 
between Mr. Kennedy and Courtney A. 
[Evans, then the FBI’s direct liaison 
with the Attorney General’s office. Mr. 
Evans, who since has left the Bureau, 
was unable to recall the conversation 
or the memorandum in a telephone 
interview with the Los Angeles Times, 
which be said didn’t necessarily mean 
that it hadn’t occurred. But in any 
case, he added, “I wouldn’t 
,^OQuld make a judgment on the .basis of 
|one memorandum Mr.' Hoover ^ 
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refuses to makcTJtfclic his "proof/* but 
President Nixon, who says he has seen 
ft, Fas oacXcd the FBI director’s posi¬ 
tion in a carefully thougTu.TJuv^answer 
to a reporter's question that stopped 
short of agreeing outright that Mr.. 
Kennedy made the original wiretap 
proposal 

★ ★ ■ ★ 

THE BIGGEST otl^er question is the 
precise cut-olf date of tlie wiretap. Mr.. 
Hoover says. April 30, 1965. But a 

sUtement attributed in the Clay appeal 
reccrd at Houston, Tex., to the spepial 
agent originally In charge of the King 
tap^Robert Nichols^has the eaves¬ 
dropping being continued to the day of 
the Negro leader’s death, April 4, 1968.^ 

•This & of utmost Importance because— 
if the latter version is the true one, it 

/. .. .Kat th^King wiretap/was 

wou'd mean that Etlgar 

on all the time that J. 
fcoing on all wgooinc Ramsey 

him start onr which wouW 

r.„ extraordinary exercise-^ 

/n er EspeVa«;''‘"ce ^ver - ^ 
'fn'dt Mraa^>^. specUic orders waa | 

! supposed to be ‘ 


IDOOSCd to DC SUHK‘/‘-» Z" - CVS, 
jter^reports on every w.retap>e 










^ ^ " * * 




Vv ^' >Tt *»-■*. 


il 


— - 'O '“>« v/ ; 

M, ' • 


^*0 'Zi 


IVi 


K-ixs' 





0-19 (Rev. 7-17-68) 




W/LLM.M F.M^LEY JR. 


Khg W'^^'Qtapphig Pnvbe W airapAed 


It transpires thA tlie tele¬ 
phone pi. the ReverencTWarUn. 
Luthei^King,. Jr. was bugged 
over”^ a period of at least two 
years, a bit of information of 
scandalous implications vvluch 
hit the news as a result of an 
investigation, utterly tangen¬ 
tial, in\o the complicated af¬ 
fairs of Cassius Clay. The 
chain of events is as follows; 


conflicting answers of what ex- , had not revealed anything of 


actly happened at that point. 
According to former Attorney 
General Ramsey Clark: 
s 7) J. Edgar Hoover kept aft- 
*cr him for permission to re¬ 
sume the tapping of King’s tel¬ 
ephone but the permission was 
denied. 

Interesting questions; was 
permission denied because 


I) Cassius Clay appeals his ! Ramsey Clark recoiled against 


sufficient value to justify the ] 
contiauing violation of Martin ■ 
Luther King’s privacy. ‘ 

I 3) That J. Edgar Hoover’s 
^disagreement was also respon¬ 
sible, i.e., that Katzcnbach 
and Clark were not motivated ‘ 
by a fear of the political influ- ■ 
fence of King, and Hoover was' 
not motivated by any desire to ■ 
persecute king. 


conviction for refusing to 
serve in the army. 

2) His lawwers demand that 
I the Justice Department reveal 
'what information against Clay 
they got from the tapping of 
his telephone. 


Robert Kennedy’s original au¬ 
thorization of the telephone 
tap? Because, surveying the ^ 
fruits of two years’ eavesdrop¬ 
ping, he concluded—in disa* 
Igi oement with Hoover—that 
the findings did not justify a 
continuation of the tap? Were 


4) That Martin Luther King! 
was not in fact in dalliance, 
with enemies of the republic,' 
nor was he planning grave in- ^ 


5) Among Clay’s telephone Jj. Edgar Hoover’s personal 
conversations were some with | passions involved? In 1964 
Dr. Martin Luther King, which ;|Hoover denounced King in an 
conversations it turns out J interview with a journalist, 
jwere overheard by the FBI not [ damning him as “the most no- 
bccause Clay’s telephone was torious liar in the country.” 
being tapped but because 
King’s telephone was being ^ 

Kt-ooUc inoco Voc The ostensible reason for 
(the FBI conceded, it is true ? 

I ^“h”y‘‘^ve‘‘.lrt’dc:Sg thoi^ 

l«mg tapped. The reason for tracking 

h. t^Waltan I civil tights' violations.' 

Atty. Ln. Robert Kennedy ! That charge against the exccu- 
thaj MLK -s keeping very j ‘j™ 

bad company, most specific- . Hoover had 

a ly one individual whose com- l^^^^^thing graver against 

phcity with the Communist f j2ian merely King’s use 

usual polemic against 
/that the FBI, on Kennedy s [ jjhe establishment’s law enfor- 
orders, tapped King s line. whaf? 


5) That went on for two 
years, stretching several 
months after Robert Kennedy 
was replaced as attorney gen¬ 
eral by Nicholas Katzcnbach. 

Jrhe Fb'I gave it to be under¬ 
stood that Katzcnbach ratified 
Kennedy’s instructions to tap' 
King’s telephone. 

6) Sometime in 1965 the taps 
apparently stopped. It is* a 
question to which one receives 
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of the usual polemic against 
the establishment’s law enfor¬ 
cers. What? 

How then does it stand? Sup¬ 
pose that one gives every one 
of the principals the benefit of 
the doubt. In that case one 
assumes: 

1) That Robert Kennedy had 
prim a facie grounds for be¬ 
lieving that the best interests 
of Uie internal security war- 


j Any way you add it up, what; 
we have here is a crisis of ’ 
confidence. Those who oppose 
Robert Kennedy from the Icft^ 
will rush in to say that here is - 
posthumous evidence that' 
Kennedy was after aU a Me-) 
Carthyite. Those who oppose' 
him from the right will judge ) 
that here is evidence afresh of' 
Kennedy’s ruthlessness. Those 

W’hrt nnnnco vi/irgxtnnninO ?rv i 

principle will proclaim that j 
here is a classical example of! 
the wanton use of wiretapping ^ 
which has resulted in loosing f 
nothing more than rumors; 
’ about King’s personal life. . 

I Those who distrust Hoover ■ 
will say that here is an exam-; 
pie of his desire to use the 
wiretap in order to validate a . 
bias he expressed in 1954. 

iThnso \uhft (rticf llrtfivnr iinll 

g-- ....V, — «... 

say that here is the dispassion¬ 
ate public servant urging the ' 
ideologized successors of Rob- ’ 
ert Kennedy to permit the wire¬ 
tapping of someone whose 
Iclciihonic conversations were 
in fact national security busi¬ 
ness. , 


of Uie internal security war- ^ I The crisis of confidence war- * 
ranted tapping the telephone 1 ] rants, even at the expense of . 
of Marlin Luther King. j the posthumous privacy of} 

2) That Nicholas Katzen-j [Martin'Luther King, a Con- 
bach decided responsibility in 11 gressional investigation, which 
1965 that the telephone taps \ 1 should now go forward, j 
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King Wiretapping Probe Warrants 


It transpires tliat the tele¬ 
phone of tha.Rovcrcnd Martin 
Luther King, Jr. was bugged 
over a period of at least two 
years, a bit of information of 
scandalous implications which 
hit the news as a result of an 
investigation, utterly tangen¬ 
tial, into the complicated af¬ 
fairs of Ca.<3sius Clay. The 
chain of events is as follow's: 

1) Cassius Clay apfKjals his 
conviction for refusing to 
serve in the army. 

2) His lawyers demand that 
the Justice Department reveal 
what information against Clay 
they got from the tapping of 


3) Aioong Clay’s telephone 
conversations were some with 
Dr. Martin Luther King, which 
conversations it turns out 
were overheard by the FBI not 
because Clay’s telephone was 
being tapped but becau.se 
King’s telephone w'as being 
tapped. 

. 4) All hell breaks loose. Yes, 

the FBI conceded, it is true 

. ^ing lapped. The reason for 
• it, a spokesman said, was that 
the allegation had reached 
Ir'AUy. Gen. Robert Kennedy 
MLK was keeping very 
fe hau company, most specific- 
ally one individual whose com- 
f p^tty with the Communist 
1 movement was su.spcct, so 
Wthat the FBI, on Kennedy’s 
|:^ 8Cders, tapped King’s line. 


i f-_ 4) lhat went on far two 
: atr et c h i n g several 

r. alter Robert Kennedy 

^ iRrtl replaced as attorney gen- 
hy Nicholas Kalzenbneh. 
ful fiivo il to he uiult'i - 
! Katzenba ch ratified 

‘ Instructions to tip 

t|i:«w%(!lephone. 
i in 1965 the taps 
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conflicting aiuswers of what ex¬ 
actly happened at that point. 
According to former Attorney 
General Ramsey Clark: 

7) J. Edgar Hoover kept aft¬ 
er him for permission to re¬ 
sume the tapping of King’s tel¬ 
ephone but the permission was 
denied. 

Interesting questions: was 
permission denied because 
Ramsey Clark recoiled against 
Rehert Kennedy's original au¬ 
thorization of the telephone 
tap? Because, surveying the 
fruits of two years’ eavesdrop¬ 
ping, he concluded—in disa¬ 
greement with Hoover—that 
tile findings did not justify a 
continuation of the tap? W’ere 
J. Edgar Hoover's personal 
passions involved? In 1964 
Hoover denounced King in an 
interview with a journalist, 
damning him as “the most no¬ 
torious liar in the country.” 


The ostcnsilile reason for 
this denunciation was King's 
accusation against the FBI 
that they wore not doing their 
duty in the South in tracking 
down civil rights’ violations. 
That charge against the execu¬ 
tive was so routine that sophis¬ 
ticated observers ruminated at 
the time that Hoover had 
something graver against 
King than merely King’s use 
of the usual polemic against 
the establishment’s law enfor¬ 
cers. What? 


HOW men does it siano." sup¬ 
pose that one gives every one 
of the principals the benefit of 
the doubt. In that case one 


assumes: 

1) That Robert Kennedy had 
prima facie grounds for be¬ 
lieving that the best intere.sts 
of the internal security war¬ 
ranted tapping tlie telephone 
of Martin Luther King. 

2) That Nicholas Katzen- 
each decided responsibly in 
1365 that the telephone taps 


had not revealed anything of 
sufficient value to justify the 
continuing violation of Martin 
Luther King’s privacy. 

3) That J. Edgar Hoover’s 
disagreement was also respon¬ 
sible, i.e., that Katzenbach 
and Clark were not motivated 
by a fear of the political influ¬ 
ence of King, and Hoover was 
not motivated by any desire to 
persecute king. 


4) That Martin Luther King 
W'as i7ot in fact in dalliance 
with enemies of the republic, 
nor was he planning grave in¬ 
ternal disruptions. 

Any way you add it up, what 
we have here is a crisis of 
confidence. Those who oppose 
Robert Kennedy from the left 
will rush in to say that here is 
posthumous evidence that 
Kennedy was after all a Mc¬ 
Carthyite. Those who oppose 
him from the right will judge 
that here is evidence afresh of 
Kennedy’s rulhiessness. Those 
who oppose wiretapping in 
principle will proclaim that 
here is a classical example of 
the wanton use of wiretapping 
which has resulted in loosing 
nothing more than rumors 
about King’s personal life. 

Those who distrust Hoover 
will say that here is an exam¬ 
ple of his desire to use the 
wiretap in order to validate a 
bias he expressed in 1964. 
Those who trust Hoover will 


say inai nere is me aispassion- 
ate public servant urging the 
ideologized successors of Rob¬ 
ert Kennedy to permit the wire¬ 
tapping of someone whose 
telephonic conversations were 
in fact national security busi¬ 
ness. 

The crisis of confidence war¬ 
rants, even at 4110 expense of 
the posthumous privacy of 
Martin Luther King, a Con¬ 
gressional investigation! which 
should now gt# lorwaid. > 
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'j i'c c la.'ai arc Inal lUdjcrl 
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Ivina, bono’o i.ls (ir.ili'i. 'i’iiai vireiap 
fin the iniorcst o/ naMcna! accurity; 
was fon'in’iuod i;r'iv.'r Kennedy’s .suc¬ 
cessor, Nicholas Kai/.enbach. 

Korji’.er .Ajforncy Genera’ Kani- 
sey Giari., peri-ia;>s ;dill Sinurlinj^ 
from Iric eh.iLLcr oi Idcsi- 

dor.l Ni.son, Cfil into the net with it, 
rnenujiciavioii oI Jioover. Cinrk has ■ 
(he nnlorinnotc hrr.il of oponin;; hisi 
Texas jnouth, wide, when he should i 
heen il shut. 
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Km-w;reisp .e.limony, House—bvm^- 

Row;-.'. ;n,s .'Crvcd il'.e Federal in?: in hovh li.c lam Presioent John 
ynvrrr. nv. e'i as a;nha.vsadnr to F. Kenjuxiy and lim former Prc.si- 

Fu'd; !vi >'od "•'h !h(' F.dA. and is a field, i.ttulu:! .ioimror/, wlui lui.s liccn 
ii.ajii'' I oh. i'Wer u, hi.* pi tidenlI\ (,;iief oil i.I;; I'aue'i. 

'■ ' ‘ ‘ Pa in 't'iir oj liu“ 

nine, ire e.;i! -hive ah i!ev.;Miiei;. .. 


t Muij'*' ’ is !io!i. any FlU 
‘ d; C-'!or, nr .in; F*-A riiretdor, will 
\)p rorecd to la’r.e nccdUrv^, supernu- 


Tile lie.Oi’.t'.-; ia 1 iu‘ (.'oo.fily 
ami K!!>'., file retm:li-:;.. ol ;dl cun- 
eerm'd, aVoi .id --Ihr. n.ilioria 

inicrc'sl.s are host ; orved ]ty a pt es- 
ent dismissal of clialiCr about llic 
whole incident. _ 
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If you wond^. dear parent, why junior 
shows puzzling doubts about the wisriom, 
justice and integrity of the Powers That Be, ’ 
ponder these items: 

} • The FBI bugged, or tapped, the 
telcpnone of Dr. Marlin Luther King for 
several years bcforelie was murdered. The 
Attorney General during this period, 
Ramsey Clark, denied the authority was ever 
given, and said, ''The implication that people 
thought Dr. King was a security threat are 
outrageous/' 

[ The FBI agent who testified in a Houston 
Federal court about the bugging, offered 
only the explanation that '‘the surveilfance 
occurred at a time when Or. Kmg was 
attacking the Bureau for assigning Southern 
agents, rather than Northerners, to protect 
civil rights workers." according to the New 
York Times 

• While Vice President Agnew was still. 
Governor, just 16 days befor(3 he left . fpr.' 

Washington, ‘'signed a deed granting 
ownership of 176 acres of submerged land 
(owned by the state) to one developer at a 
cost of SI00 an acre." reports the Times, as 
well as the Baltimore Sun and AP. "The new . 
land, subdivided into thousands of building 
lots, is selling now at from S5,000 to 57,300 • 
a lot, with each lot a fraction of^n acre." 
The action of the Governor was bitterly 
protested by wildlife and conservation fans. 
The state director of Inland Fish and Game 
in a memo had been unhappy about the 
destruction of "such a large area of 
public-owned bottom and marsh land to 
build privately-owned fast land for private 
profit to which the public will be denied 
access." 

• The way in which Pentagon 
contractors grant huge profits and overruns 
to companies, and then, upon retirement, 
join the companies. Senator Symington has 
revealed that, we sjrcnt S23.billion doJIars.on 
i m^^sUrv Kvs tems whiciv Work/and^j^d* 
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to^he sr.rappcd. 

tt The assistant attorney general heading 
the Anti-Trust Division, conferred with a 
former law partner about 'a top anti-trust 
case in February. The ex-partner represented 
B.F, Goodrich Co. After the meeting, 
according to press reports, the department 
brought a civil suit to protect Goodrich from 
a takeover by Northwest Industries. No one, 
said the assistant attorney general raised 
questions about any "impropriety" before 
the press took up the issue. 

• The military lied about the escape of 
poison gases and the killing of sheep in Utah 
until it was caught flat footed and could not 
wriggle out. Similarly, going back a few 
years, the Atomic Energy Commission did 
not tell the truth about the effects of 
nuclear testing in the air until state scientists 
found radio active milk in Minnesota, 



Wawhinpton Post 
rimes Herald_ 


• The authorities became so worked up 
about a few long haired kids boitding a park Wushington Daily News 


on 


Evening Star (Washington) — 
a trash heap in Berkeley they called in ^ Sunday Star (Washington)_ 


ponce, sheriff's deputies and armed National 
Guardsmen to rout them and. in the process, 
sprayed many with heavy doses of tear gas 
from a helicopter. School children at recess 
were gassed in this great crusade for law and 
order. 

• A Justice of the Supreme Court 
accepts a $20,000 fee, and presumably for 
life, from a foundation controlled by a man 
In deep trouble with the law. 

Dear parent, need we go on and on. 

There'is something rotten, and not just in 

Denmark, and it is not going to be solved by 

beating up kids and cutting their hair. The 

rQticnness exists in the front parlor. 

, ““ --^ ^ 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

* ; Wfiy the King Wiretap?~~ ^ 

; It is not f:r|ornlly known, but the 
liberals are prinijuiily responsible for 
I the FBI wiretap controversy involv¬ 
ing their slain iieroes. Senator Robert 
K. Kennedy and Martin Luther King. 

Black columnist Carl T. Rowan, 
ciose to both the Kennedys and King, 
touched off the fireworks in a Wash¬ 
ington Star article last week, which 

was quickly amplified hy other liberal ^ / 

commentators. Mr. Rowan accused / 

/FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover oC A fp /zi^ 

flouting the law m tapping Kings n 

phone and called for his resignation. J—t jTj 

The Rowan article was undoubtedly / ^ 

prompted by evidence brought forth . j/ 

n the case of former heavyweight . 
toxing champion Cassius Clay, who '! 
i» appealing a conviction of draft •<’ 

(lodging. The U.S, Supreme Court Hoover’s position on 

. dcred Houston P'edcral Judge Joseph ' ^ns become unassailable with support 
Ingraliam to hold a si>ccjal hearing to from President Richard Nixon and 
determine whether illegal wiretap former Attorney General Nicholas 
testimony was used to convict Oay. Katzcnbach. President Nixon told his 
Judge Ingraham pronounced one re- televised news conference Thursday 
corded conversation between Clay and ) evening that he had personally 
King as a matter of national security ; checked into the mailer and ‘‘found 
and refused to let it be made public»^that it (wiretapping) has always been' 
Responding to the Rowan attack in , approved by the attorney general.”; 
a low-key, matter-of-fact way, Mr. Mr. Katzenbach, who was broughtj 
(Hoover pointed out that in June 1963 ’ ^ into the government by the Kennedys, 
Senator Kennedy, who was then at- confirmed that Mr. Kennedy “person- 
torney general, not only proposed that ! ally authorized each telephone wire- 
King's phone be tapped but author- i tap—as had his predecessors and sue- 
ized it "in writing.” inasmuch as the cessors. ...” 

/attorney general is the FBI director’s .Now that it has been established 
I boss, Mr. Hoover, obviously, was only . beyond all reasonable doubUt^iSab- 


Ingraham to hold a si>ccial hearing to 
determine whether illegal wiretap 
testimony was used to convict Oay. 
Judge Ingraham pronounced one re¬ 
corded conversation between Clay and 
King as a matter of national srcurily 
and refused to let it be made public*^ 


King's phone be tapped but author¬ 
ized it "in writing.” inasmuch as the 
/attorney general is the FBI director’s 
I boss, Mr. Hoover, obviously, only 
{•arryTf^ out his orders. ~ 


'IK I h-I .. 
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jci't -Kennedy ordered the FBI ts-put ■ 
’ Marlin Luther King under surveil¬ 
lance, the natural question arising 
in the public mind is: why? 

Tile highly - respected, nationally- 
syndicated columnist Paul Scott last ' 
week suggested some reasons: • j 
Sinnmancs of the recordings (of private I 
• conversations Dr. Martin Luther King con- I 
ducted), as revealed to members of the ' | 
House Appropriations Subcommittee, -j 
clearly indicate that King was in direct ’! 
contact with one of the most influential I 
Communists in the U.S. | 

With leads obtained from their electronic ' i 
I eavesdropping, the FBI was able to con-t ' 

‘ f,‘rm that this Kremlin agent, whose influ-J 
cnce extended into the highest ranks of^ , 
the Communist Party, USA. was one of; 
King's ghost writers and chief advisers. | 
J In addition to evidence gained from the j 
‘ /King recordings, the FBI succeeded in ' 
taking several photographs of the civil f 
rights leader meeting with this covert ! 
Communist operator at one of' the major ‘ j 
U.S. airports. - f 

. ... These and other still secret details I 
I of King’s activities were revealed by FBI | 

/ Director J, Edgar Hoover to members of 
the (House) subcommittee shortly before 
the civil rights leader was slain. 

I So alarming was the FBI's data on King 
that the lawmakers took the extraordinary 
step of briefing House Speaker John Mc¬ 
Cormack. . . . 

The House Democratic leaders, all j 
strong supporters of (he late President ' 
Kennedy, were reputedly shocked at the 1 
gutter-type language King used in private, j 
conversations about the late President. ' • 
y Other recordings in the FBI files dealt ' 
extensively with his private life, according I 
to the legislators, and showed that there 
were two Kings—one the public knew and 
the other known only to hi.s closest friends' 
/and the FBI. j 

Should .supporters of King, pump new * 
life into (he drive in Congress to | 

create a nnlion.il holiday honoring him, , 
ilemar.ds cmilil hccomc forthcoming from I 
janli King legislators that Hoover be called j 
(0 testify. If that occurs, the ‘Marlin Lu- j 
thcr King tapes* could become big news. 

As Columnist Scott suggests, the j 
movement to mark King’s birthday as 
a national holiday, the Houston court 
hearings, and the renewed national 
wiretap controversy indicate that the 
final chapter in the Martin Luther 
Kiiiif^stdry is yet to be wriltcttr^r="==* 
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By V^^filASER 

AntTHiHi^N/y STtPH tiV SON 

^ . .’t 5 pS?i«l'ToniH Mereltf ' " ' 

I WASHINGTON'^'^’^— FBI' 
Chief J. Edgar Hoover called 
Negro columnist Carl T. 
Rowan a “racist” Tuesday as- 
the controversy continued 
over the tapping of the tele¬ 
phones of the slain civil 
iCl^ts leader Martin Luthe r 
t ongjr .'" 

'*”nfTn exclusive interview, = 

I Hoover was asked who start- 
* ed the current ruckus, which i 
already has involved Presi¬ 
dent Nixon and three former 
attorneys general 
**That racist columnist, 

I Rowan!" Hoover exploded. 

It* was one of the mostr 
revealing glimpses of Hoov-l 
ler*s personal sentiments' 
since he called King “the 
most notorious liar in the 
country*'in 1964. 

( Hoover also declared Tues- 


IN HIS Washington Star |_fatzenbach, who said last^ 

col ^n\p j)f June Row an \ W £ek.it "ftia s "falsell^iJI^y'' 
jac^sea ribover of IHSgal ! or imply that this tap was, 

* eavesdropping, implying that the orieinal conception 

Negroes were bfi"? vicOm^ ’ Lnncdy.” Both Kal i 

Ized. Rowan said the taps • 


1 *'have moved this country far 
clo.ser to a police state than 
most Americans realize." 
j He branded Hoover’s long 
tenure as the nation's chief 
law enforcement officer 
. "dangerous,” and urged Pres¬ 
ident Nixon to replace him 
immediately. 

' Rowan was assistant sec¬ 
retary of state, ambassador 
to Finland, and director of 
I the U.S. Information Agency 
. under the Kennedy and John* 
i son administrations. ■ *• 
t Until now. Hoover has 
, made no personal comment 
‘ on the feud with Rowan. His 
• first reaction to th Rowan 
\ column came in the form of a 


zenbachfand his successon ' 
Ramsey Clark, admitted? 
however, that Kennedy au- 

VC Miv/ %SA-|.^ vaa i# 

^lephone on Oct‘ 10,1963. ' 

I ACCORDING to Hoover, 
King was under electronic 

, surveillance from early 1964 
■ until April 30, 1965. ' 

J Clark J called on Hower | 

II last w<^k . to .resign, flut j 

iHoover, 1 who received la ^ 
strong statement of CDf^i- *^ 
dence from President Nixon. • 
at his last press conference,/’ 
shows no sign'of quitt'mg. ' 

I Hoover described Nixon as j 
an old and good friend. He i 




Sf -c X .is 






I -J, • ■ i ^ V 

\ J. Mgar Hoover 

‘ ,. , dejend$ wiretapi 


j letter to the columnist signed \ they used to vaca- J 

by his longtime^ aide,. Clyde . <ioa*together in Miami during.] 

I A. Tolson. . , ‘^j .'lhe Eisenhower Administra-'j 

. .j I LATER,! Hoover told a Since Nixon has been'] 

reporter about two memoran-i president, Hoover has been a; 

II da in FBI files which he said a]j the White HoH^eT 

l«rrl% David. \ ’- 

I ized the wiretaps on King to , J™ • 

{ detect possible “Communist” ?, • ^ ^ 

contact veumuuuist^ ^stigated” the King j 

' “Without that'(the mem-' wiretap |uthorizaUon. ^ 

! oranda) it was just my word y HoovA said he has aliavs 

fed.v “i” . »p^“d to unrestrilttd 

■ Tuesday. The memoranda wire tapping by federal agen- 

' principle but 

i\».r'''uV 1 loecause It tarnishes.the FBI’s 

''{the niain question now is imace ~ ' ^ \ . i 


’ and at Jamp David. \ 

I He s^d Nixon tcM^ho^d ' 
him before the press confer¬ 
ence last week and “person- i 
ally inTtpstigated" the King j 
wiretap authorization. I ^ 

■ I Hoov(J- said he has aliays | 
I been opposed to unrestricted 
[ wire tapping by federal agen-- 
^cies, not only in principle but 
ibecause it^rnishes.the FBI’s 
image. _ 


daf that other fedcra agen- 
ci6 5 had been lappln; tele* 
ph )ne» "all over to^ . n for 
yeJbrs," on their own author¬ 
ity, until the Johnson Admin- 
Istration clamped dowm""-’' - 


| 5 aug‘ 15 ^ 96 ® y 7 


j who Originated the. id® oTe 
the idng phone taps; Farmer 
g* I Atty. Gen. Nicholas'Katzen- , 
* \ bach has accused him of’,. 

' prodding Kennedy into 
jj’ tborizing the taps. tf 

I ‘That’s jan» true. ” Hoover 
. jasserted. This put Hoover 
A ui into direct disagreement with. 
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^Mount flipping in apace Deiow) 


. I ^ ^ The King wiretap had turned LrifeTpow^r- 

I i- l|>over has been undeservedly ful ammunition to use in the campaign 
clobbered in th(| past few days by people who vpgamst the aging Hoovei'. But this time it 
were outraged Oy^the revelation that Dr. backfired because many of the people who 
Martin Luthcr'^king-j telephone had been hoover are also.great adsireia^of. 

Itappe’dTyThrFBr" . 


Mr, TolSOI I -- 

Mr. D«Lo»eh—' 
r. Mohr- ' i 

Mr. Blahop_j5i^ I 

Mr- C»ap«r- \ 

Mr. Callahan-j 

Mr. Conrad-i 

Mr. MUl- ‘ 

Mr. Gala—^ 
Mr. Roaan , 

If* I 


We were among those dismayed by the . 
news—in our opinion, wiretaps should be used 
cniy under the most extreme cases involving 
national security—but we could not believe 
that Hoover would have done it on his own 
initiative. Sure enough, the assistant director 
jof the FBI, backed up by the President of 
the United States, has now told us that the 
wdretap on Dr. King’s telephone was author- 
iz&d by Bobby Kennedy when he was attor¬ 
ney general. 

Since both Dr. King and Kennedy are 
(lead and the FBI won’t discuss the case (how 
could it?), the reason for the tap probably- 
never wU be known. It would be folly to 
jump to any conclusion about King’s loyalty 
—or Kennedy’s, for that matter, who naany 
times in public expressed his*admiration . 
for the civil rights leaderi 

Law enforcement officers do not have 
the same distaste for such investigative tech¬ 
niques as the ordinary person, which maybe 
is understandable since the ordinary person^ 
doesn’t have to ‘risk his neck catching law' 
Violators. Tlie FBI or any other police agency. 

1 doubtless would use the wiretap on tlic , 

’ flimsiest pretext so long as Uicy could do so 
legally, 

I .► 

This one on King's phono was legal. Ken¬ 
nedy signed tlic authorization in November | 
1963, and the wiretap was maintained until ■ 
April 1965, when another attorney general, . 
Nicholas Katzenbach, ordered it removed. : 
This is the identical procedui'e that has been • 
followed since 1940"‘when Attorney General i 
jRobert Jackson, with President Franklin 
jRoosevelt’^okay, used the wiretap for the ■■ 
Irirs t' time -i o investigate natbnal security 
leases. T4AU61ll3by-^-, 
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VERA R. GLASER AND 
ivIALVlNA STEPHENSON 
KNIGHT NEWSPAPERS _ i. < ' 
INTERVIEW V/ITH DiRECTOR 
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At 9:30 p*m., 6/24/69, BiU'|Barton of the Associated 
Press, telephoned Bisliop and advised that the Associated Press had learned 
that the above captioned women reporters, who are v/ith Knight Newspenei'S, 
claim to have had an exclusive hhcr v^ic v/ with the Director on Tuesday, 

June 24, 1969. He stated tliat the only information about the contents of 
the interview that he has is to the effect that Mr. Hoover informed these 
reporters that ^That racist columnist. Rowan” started the current 
controversy regarding wiretapping, that Mr. Hoover allegedly stated 
tliat Government agencies, ”all over town” have been v/iretapping, and 
that tlicy quotf^lr. Hoover as stating tliat he did not wish to get into tlie 
wiretapping orRingJbut that former Attorney General Kennedy ordered it. 
Barton wished to know if tlie alleged interview with Mr. Hoover was 
authentic and if the FBI had any comments to make concerning it. 

After checking with Miss Gandy and Mr. Tolson, Bishop 
was advised by Mr. Hoover tliat we should have no comment to .make • 
concerning this matter^^ Accordingly, at 9:55 p.m., 6/24/69, 'Barton 
of the Associated Press was advised that the FBI had no comment to make. 

Attached hereto is a copy of a United Press International 
(UPI) story which appeared in ”The V/ashington Post” on June 25, 1969, 
reporting on die alleged interview. Efforts are presently being made to 
secure copies of the ”Detroit Free Press” as soon as they arrive in the 
Washington area, inasmuch as the full report of the alleged interview is 
contained in that newspaper, according to the attached article. 


RECOMMENDATION : 

L'.V 7 None. For information. 
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1 - Mr. DoLoach - Enclosures 
’ ' 1 - Miss Gandy - Enclosures 

: ’'' 1 - M i s s Hoi me s - Enclo sur e s 
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APDTirNDUM: 6/25/60 T£B:jo 

The’Petroit Free Press” newspaper of 6/25/69 has 
not yet arrived in V/ashington. Attached is a copy of the interview 
as it appeared in the ^Detroit Free Press, ” which was dictated to 
Bishop’s Office by AS AC Nally of the Detroit Office this morning. 
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1^ DLlTvOlT, June 2-i (UP!)—'■ •.' 
:?Bi Dirccior J. Bdp:£r Hoover- 
jtoday called Xc^ro columnist!. '.■ 

I Carl T. Howar. a racist wltiloj 
Iviiscus-sing the controversy j . 
jover the lopi^in" o£ the icle-j ' 

Njhoncs of slain civil richis.' '• 

{ 

{leader M-rlin Luther Kin^ Jr., i 

1 two Knisht newspaper report* 
jers said. 

: “That racist columnist, Hew- - 
was Hoover’s response toj, 
ia cueslion on who started thei 
icurro.nt cispulc, wnic.’i nas al- 
;rcacV involved President Nix-1 
^on and three former attorneys!' • 
jscncral. '1; , 

;• In his June 15 column Jl 
•‘iVihv.'an r.cctiso’d Ilfmver of il*|' * 
'Ue?Jr.l 'c.'jvc.^droppin;;. Implying 
jlhat .Negroes were bcin;; vie- * ; 
’i;nuy.ed. He branded Hoover’s •. 

tenure as FIJI Director as*.' 

; dangerous and ur,".cd the Pres- 
lidcr.t to replace him. 

I) 

2 Hoover’s comments were re-. 

! ported by two Kr4i;;hl news-j 
ipaper reporters in the Detroit'- • 
iFree Press, " ; ‘ ’ 
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FPI'S ITCOVER CALLS CARL ROWAN A RACIST 


Vera Glaser and Malvina Stephenson 
Knight Nev/spapers Special V/riters 


(imge 4B) 


Washington: FBI Chief J. Edgar Hoover called Negro columnist Carl T. 
Rowan a racist Tuesday while discussing the controversy over the tapping 
of the telephone of the slain civil rights leader Martin Luther King, 

In an interview Hoover was asked who started the current 
dispute which already has involved President Nixon and 3 former Attorneys 
General, 

”That racist columnist, Rowan!** Hoover exploded. 

It was one of tlie most revealing glimpses of Hoover’s 
personal sentiments since he called King "the most notorious liar in the 
country** in 1964. That charge, at a meeting with newswomen, rocked 
the Nation. 

Hoover also declared Tuesday that other Federal agencies 
had been tapping *'telephones all over town for years** on their own authority 
until the Johnson Administration clamped down. ~ 


In his syndicated column of June 15, Kowan accused Hoover 
of illegal eavesdropping, implying that Negroes were being victimized. 

Rowan said the phone taps **have moved this country far 
closer to a'police state than most Americans realize.** 


He branded Hoover’s long tenure as the Nation’s chief law 
onforcoment officer as dangerous and urged President Nixon to replace 
him immediafoly, • 


_ Rowan was Assistant Secrctai'y of State, Ambassador to r ^ 

Finland and Director of tlie U.S. Information Agency under tlie Keimedyland 
Johnson Administrations. • ; • | ‘ 

' BNCLOSUhfe 









I Until now, Hoover has made no comment on tlie feud 

with.Rowan winch has dominated front pages in Washington for more than 
a week, 

Koover^s fast reaction to tlie Rowaii column came in the 
form of a letter signed by his long time aide, Clyde A. Toison, 

Later Hoover told a reporter about two memoranda in 
FBI files v/hich he said documented his claim that Robert F* Kennedy 
as Attorney General both suggested and authorized the wiretaps on King 
to detect possible communist contacts. . 

^Witliout that (tlie memoranda) it was just my word 
against tlieirs, " Hoover said Tuesday. The memoranda have never been 
made public. 

Hoover also remarked that tlie main question now is who 
originated the idea of the King phone taps. 

Nicholas Katzenbach, the former Attorney General, has 
accused Hoover of prodding Kennedy into authorizing the taps. 

^*That’s not true', Hoover asserted. This put IJoover into 
direct disagreement' wltli"Katzenbach who said last week it was false to 
*^say or imply that tiiis tap was tlie origmal concept of Robert Kennedy." 

Both Katzenbach and his successor, Ramsey Clark, admitted 
however, that Kennedy authorized the tap on King’s telephone on 
October 10, 1963, ’ . • 

According to Hoover, King was under electronic surveillance 
from early 1964 until April 30, 1965. 

Clark last week called for Hoover to resign. But Hoover, 

who received a strong statement of confidence from President Nixon at 

his last press conference shows no sign of quitting. ^ 

# 

He was relaxed and friendly at the interview which was 1 
conducted in a Washington restaurant where he was having lunch. . | 



\ Hoover described Mr. Nixon as an old and good friend. 

He recalled tiicy used to vacation together in Miami daring tlie Eisenliov/er 
Admmistration. 

Since Mr^ Nixon has been President, Hoover has been a 
guest at tlie Wliite House and at Camp David. 

He said Mr. Nixon telephoned him before the press conference 
last week, and ^'personally investigated" the King wii'etap authorization. 

Discussing his general attitude tov^ard electronic 
surveillance, Hoover said he has always been opposed to unrestricted 
v/irclapping by Federal agencies- 

He said he is opposed not only in principal but also because 
it tarnishes the FBI's image. 

This assertion also contradicted the statements of Katzenbach 
and Clark, who said he was constantly goading tliem to tap phones. 

Said Hoover: "Years ago I recommended that all tapping 
by any agency have tlic approval of tlie Attorney General. ^ _ 

"I didn't want the authority. Agencies were doing it all 
over to\vn. Nobody paid any attention to me on this before President Johnson. 

Aslced to specify the agencies, Hoover cited "the CIA, the 
Defense Department, the Internal Revenue Service and other intelligence 
agencies." ^ * 

"There was so much of it going," he said, "someone 
would come to me and complain. Then I would choclc around and would 
find it was one of llic other agencies." 


s" 

« 
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Thirteen professors from major law schools have joined to 
ffirmly condemn” tha-. Justice Department’s new claim of 
unlimited power to use secret listening devices on home-front 

troublemakers. , . « u ti 

X In a letter yesterday to Atty. Gen. John N. Mitchell, the 

profcssoi^s^sai ^ woul d gravely threaten some.^f o«»-r ; 

lil'M'rtiOS as* . :-^-- ._. • • . 


most fundarnonral liteitics as . ^jjrricd -out extensive wivetap-; 
wen as the rule o law Itself ping and eavesdropping onDr.i 

They linked the new bug | Muhammad. j 

ring” policy to The wiretap on Dr. King has 

Controversy over FBI wiretap- , the source of a deepen- 

pin^f the late Lu - ® conflict between FBI Direo 

ihcrKmc Jr. They askCtn ( f ® , vrin-.*- H^^nvAr and twe 


thc^Tung Jr. They - 

^ “If Martin Luther King Jr., 
the Black Muslim Leader Elijah 
Muhammad and vigorous oppo¬ 
nents of the Vietnam war are 
considered appropriate subjects 
for such gross violations of their 
rights, which group vigorously 
seeking change, whether radi¬ 
cal, liberal or conservative, is 
safe?” 

Big Brother Argument 

The professors labeled the 
department’s ner theory of iU 
power “the argument that Big 
Brother knows best.” 

I Justice Department lawyers 
spelled out the newly broadened 
policy on electronic surveillance 
in papers filed a week ago in the 
pending federal case against 
New Left demonstrators at last 
summer’s Democratic national 
convention in Chicago, 

( B^henever the attorney general 
deems it necessary to monitor 
secretly the conversations of 
groups and persons who might; 
“foment violent disorders,^’ the ’ 
department claimed, he could do 
so on his own authority without 
i gelling approval in a court 
• order. 

The Fourth Amendment ban on 
“vinrcasunablc” .se.i relics not ap- 
provt*d by a rmirt .simply does 
not apply in s»it 1) situations, Uio 
department claimed in a docu¬ 
ment filed with U.S. District 
Court in Chicago. 

Never beiore had the depart- 
■ ment claimed that kind of au¬ 
thority except when gathering 
“foreign intelligence’* about 
“external threats.” 

''-^^^Admitlcd itTCourt 

I Atty. Gen, Mitchell’s staff did 
not make this claim to power 
until after the department had 


lor J. Edgar Hoover and two I 
former U.S. attorneys general \ 

Nicholas doB. Kauaabach and 

fSlvcr to Mid the lata Atty. I 
Gen. Robert F. Kennedy author- |at tw 
fred the FBI to tap King’s tele- i 

phone and that it was Keim^y s 4“ “! 
original idea to do so. Both Kat- if to a< 
2 eDbach and Clark have said 
that it is “false” to attribute the -M-' " 
proposal to Mr. Kennedy. Clark 
has suggested that “perhaps the 
\jime has come” for Hoover to 
retire. 

The law professors 800-word, 
strongly phrased protest to 
Rvfitchell seems likeb^ to broaden 
the controversy to include cur¬ 
rent “bugging “ policy in gener¬ 
al. ' . 

• Included among the 13 signers 
of the letter is one law dean, 

XiOuis H. Poliak of Valc^ ^e 
other " 12 'hre describeu 

criminal and censtitur 

tional law. 

The others arc: Anthony G. 

Amsterdam of Pcnn.sylvania 
University, Vern Countryman of 
Harvard, Norman Dorsen of 
New York University, Steven B. 

Duke of Yale, Gerald Gunther of 
Stanford, Yale KamLsar and Ar¬ 
thur R. Miller of Michigan Uni- i 

vcr.sity, Kcnnctli W, Graham Jr. . ♦ 
of UCLA, Michael S. Joscpli.son 
of Wayne State fDetroit), Ed-» 
mund W. Kitch of Chicago Uni- A 
versity, Herman Schwartj ofixt.v*’^* 
New York State University (Buf¬ 
falo) and Alan Westin of Colum- t / 
bia.’ f a 0 


L^Auiition and subversion, but only 
[with the advance approval of a 

! federal court. %_, 

These are “precisely the 
crimes for which the department 
is seeking the authority to eaves¬ 
drop without judicial supervi¬ 
sion.” 

Noting that, “until just a few 
years ago,” there was little de¬ 
mand for “buping” except in 
“the most serious offenses like 
espionage, treason, kidnapping 
and murderj” the professors 
commented: 

“We firmly condemn this at¬ 
tempt to obtain such absolute 
power against our own people in j 
domestic affairs.” i 

If the department’s claim to 
power is upheld, the professors 
said, this would “repudiate one 
of our oldest and most vital tra¬ 
ditions” — that is, having a 
“neutral and detached” judge 
pass upon police requests for 
search power. 

They concluded by suggesting 
that “the government has con¬ 
fessed error before in the intcr- 
^ts of justice, and we call upon 
il to do so again in this in* 
i&SS=^=a ■ ' .. ^-.- 
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’Appears in Conflict’ 

The professors suggested that 
^he Justice Department's 
claimed authonty “appears to 
be in conflict” with last year’s, 
crime control law, which per¬ 
mits electronic moni toring top b- 
in^ e^^idcnce of rioi!*; 
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(Mount Clipping in Spoco B«tow) 



The Smear of Dr. King 


1 * -= 
I The FBI and its electronic surveillance have 

never looked nastier than in the cumulative \ 
revelations of .the Spj’ing on the late Rev. Dr. . 
Manin I.ut hcf!l\iflg. ' \ 

Though rumors about wiretaps against Dr. ! 
King were heard long ago. the first real evi- , 
dence came in a Houston hearing for Cassius 
/CIny. There. FBI agents testified that they , 
"listened in” on Dr. King for several years. 
/One FBI official s.iid later that this was a na- 
tional security ease, but that stretches an elas¬ 
tic excuse beyond llm point of credibility. 

/ Who aulhori 7 ed the FBI work? J. Edgar 
/Hoover has said that the authority came from 
the late Robert Kennedy when he was Attorney 
General, and President Xixon at his press con- 
/ference supported Mr. Hoover. But is this the 
whole truth? Nichola.s Katzenbach, who fol-, 
lowed Mr. Kenned\ as Attorney General, says 
it is false to state that the latter was the mov¬ 
ing force in the bugging. Ramsey Clark, who 
/followed Mr. Katrer.bach. says the Hoover story 
/is unfair and deceptive, and tliat the FBI chief 
repeatedly asked him to continue wiretaps on 
Dpr. King. Mr. CI.^tk refused. ? 


K The wor>’ ci tlie story, though, Js'the evl- , 
/dence that tiie FBI snooped in a deliberaU ef- , 
fort to discredit Dr. King. FiEst, the agency , 
asked for .^noop power after Dr. King had*| 
criticized so.v e of its work in the South. Sec- i 
ond. newspapermen .shortly thereafter were j 
/treated, if that is the word, to FBI rumors about 
the private life of Dr. King. This was not law ■ 
cnforcemer.i this w<*a smear. 

The King ^,ase is a frightening example of- 
how political police can misuse their powers 
with the help of electronic gadgetry and huge 
files. Ramsey Clark deserves a high place ■ 
among Altdun'y.s General for hi.s .solil.ary cf- : 
fort.s to call a hall to the spreading dragnet. i 
/ Yet, Attorney Gciawal Mitclicll now says he ' 
intends to use fully the new federal law allow¬ 
ing wiretaps on court orders. Even beyond that, 
his department told a federal court in Chicago ; 
that it had power to eavesdrop on anti-war ac¬ 
tivities without court approval. The King case 
ought to be enough to caution the Administra- ^ 
tion against making this a snooped-upon na¬ 
tion. The King case ought to be enough to turn ; 
anv-^rdiaary citizen’s stomach. 4 .:- ^ 
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Coninicjnts in p o 'ffW ^ t u rsy 
on Or. .K/ng- V^rctapping ; 


r.\' 


ifr:nni:us ■ 

*: ! ' Ti.r S'. v^Y<tV T nit' ^ 

' WASHINGTON. ' JH’nc 20— 
I orr.'icr ACiorncy GcnciTiI Ram*^ 
soy Clark si;;;^('sicd loday tJjnt 
Edpur Hoovor retire as dircc-^ 
itor of tl;e Federal Bureau ofj 
iln\ esHpation. | 

*'I think, perhaps, the time: 
Fas come when he should rc-i 
tire, both in the interests of his! 
CAvn career, which has been* 
ntistiRpuishs'd. and in the inter-^ 
tests of the which has| 

'been a preat investigative 

• cpcr.cy.’* Mr. Clark said in an 

interview with the Columbia, 
Broadenstinp System. i 

nis snpgestion was the latostl 

• in a continuing controversy in-l 

volvinp the wiretapping of (hCj 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luthet^irigl 
Jr. i 

j Mr. Hoover said that! 
Robert F. Kennedy initiated the I 
wiretap when he\vas Attorney} 
General. Mr. Clark and his 
Immediate prcdcce.ssor as At¬ 
torney General. N’ichnl.is dcB 
|Kaizcr.Mch, labeled Mr. lloov- 
icr’s slalcmenis mi.sicading. 

President’s View 
’ President Kixon seemed in 
his news conference last nightj 
jio be sidinji with Mr. Hoover! 
whe.T he said he had checked! 
and found that the Attorney! 


General had approved thc| 
wiretap. I 

This, however, was not dis-* 
puted. .At issue wa.s who ini-! 
liated the wiretap and why. ' 
The background of the cur-} 
rent dispute is 3 s follows: •; 

In 19C3, Dr. King’s Atlanta-! 
I based Southern Christian Lead- 
j ership Conference was at the 
j forefront of the civil rights 
light. Widely circulated reports 
} that the conference was in¬ 
volved with persons of Com- 
.•nunis: background mu.scd con¬ 
cern among while liberals sup¬ 
porting Dr. King's efforts. : 
In July of that year. The. 
h Atlanta Constitution carried anl 
article saying ih.at^Jack H. 
O’Dell of Now York, who had 
}i been reported by the Senate 
Interna] Security Subcommittee 
and the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities to have, 
’been linked with t^mmunist} 
activity, v/as a member of Dr. I 
King's statf. 


V. 








e- •* 

O'Dell “may have had some 
connections in the past” with^ 

Communism hut he was con-t 
vinced that Mr. O’Dell hadi 
renounced them. j 

\ The Justice Department was: 
then allied with Dr. King's or-j 
ganization in a number of cf-| 
farts to break down .segrega-j 
lion, and it wa.s known Hialj 
'lIicio was cont-ern within 


0 


i.W'i. 


the! 


dopartmcnl' ahnvit llic involve-, 
n'^ent of persons rivu 

rights movement with Conimu- 
mst oacKgrounu. 


Broad National Supper 
Dr. King’s efforts then had 
broad . national support, 
orals who 'backed the 
financially believed 
would be at least 


Lib- 
efforts 
that it 
a tactical 


mistake to permit the infiltra- 
j.tion ino the movement of any 
tclcmcnis that could be brand- 
'cd anti-American, 
i I The movement and its lead¬ 
ers were reportedly kept un¬ 
der constant surveillance by 
'.he both for their pro¬ 

tection from white militants, 
and because of the bureau’s 
concern with Communist sub¬ 
version. In his travels through 
the south. Dr. King had as 
jmany as six agents trailing him. 

In a celebrated news confer- 
ionce in November of 1964, Mr. 
(Hoover called Dr. King * the 
most notorious liar in the coun- 
iiy’’ for saying that F.B.I. 
agents in An>any, Ga., ^ had 
failed to act on the civil rights 
complaints of Negroes. 

. In 1965. white conservatives 
began making public state¬ 
ments that the bureau had se¬ 
cret information on Dr.’, King 
that could be damaging: The 
bureau would say nothing pub- 
licW about these, statements. 


1 .rJtcr Carl T. Rowan 

[die coluinnist. Criticized A^r. 
;!)ioovcr in connection with the 
;T\in.g wiretapping, the F.B.I. I'c- 
!i leased a letter to Mr. Rowan 
from Clyde A. Tolson, as.sociatc 
i! director, saying that the wirc- 
i'tap was “specially approved in 
[advance in writing by the late 
[i Attorney General of the United 
•(Stales, Mr.Unbcrt F. Kenncdy( 
“ami was done “.sliiclly in the 
I field (if. internal security." 

■i yc.s(erday, Mr. Hoover .said 
•in .1 rare newspaper interview. 
|with The Wahsington Star, that 
ihc had memorandums by Court- 
jney Evans, then assistant bu- 
Ircau director and liaison offi- 
^cor with the Justice Depart- 
•.nent, showing Mr. Kennedy 
; to be the initiator. 

!| In June of 1963, Mr. Hoover 
I said the Evans memorandums! 
.showed, Mr. Kennedy said he 
was concerned about reports 
I that De. King had Marxist Jean- 
iings—Dr. King consistcntyl 
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nor 


They were never 
confirmed. ' 

' In Decern’oer of 1966, Mr. 
tloovcr and Mr, Kennedy, then 
a Senator from New York, en¬ 
gaged in a widely publicized 
dispute over the bureau’s 
eavesdropping activities. Sena¬ 
tor Kennedy said that he had 
not been aware of all of the bu¬ 
reau’s electronic sur\'cillancc- 


denied this charge—and wanted 
to know if it was feasible to 
use electronic devices to prove 
or disprove the allegations, spe¬ 
cifically to check on Dr, King’s 
reported dealings with a New' 
York lawyer with Communist 
^connections. 

Difficulty Cited 
Mr. Evans’s reply, Mr. HoO' 



’J Mr 

{ver .said, was that it would be 


difficult to tap Dr. King's lines 

because of his constant travels.Washington Post 

But in the following October Times Herald_ 

the bureau advised .Mr. Kennedy 


tJiat it was feasible to lap thc*^^® Washington Daily News — 
line of the Southern ChristianThe Evening Star (Washington) 
•Leadership Conference in At-— „ » 

'lanta, and this was done, ac-^^e Sunaay Star (Washington) . 
fcording to Mr. Hoover’s read-Daily News (New York) 


[Mr. Hoover replied that was 


absolutely inconceivable.' 

■ Wiretapping Disclosed 
Last June 4. it was disclosci: 
in a hearing in Houston on ar 
appeal by Cassius Clay, the 
former heavyweight boxing 
.champion, from his conviction 
!for refusing to be drafted that! 
iihc F.B.I. had tapped D f^King^ s^ 
jtt^iepnohe calls.^* J 


jdums.' "'“"°‘'“'jsun<layNewa<Ne»Y<.*) 

I The wiretap was discontinued!^®'"^ York Post — - - 

[on April 30, 1965, several [The New York Times_ 

{months after Mr. Katzenbachi_, „ \ 

I succeeded Mr. Kennedy as (The Sun (Baltimore) 

Aorney General, Mr. Hoover 
‘told The Star. 

J Mr. Clark, who was in the 
^fusticc Department all this 
lime and succeeded Mr. Katzen- 


2 


The Daily World. 
The New Leader 


Elxeniiner (Washington) 


The WoU Street Journal 
The National Observer 

(l)ach in 1967, said Mr. Hoo ver j People's World __ 

was being deceptive in por- 
jtraying tlic F.B.^. as the reluc¬ 
tant .spy on Dr. King, 
j “Mr. Hoover repeatedly re- 
jqucstcd me to auihorize F.B.I. 

.wirciap.s on Dr. King while 1 
was Attorney General," he said. 

"The last of these request.^, 

' none of which was granted, 
came two days befOro the murj 


1 ISE 


dcr of Dr. Kina [on April 4lal?>v«'rtiS 
1968].^* 


iCFias said Mr. O’Dell had 
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\v ho i' wT it ;'i r. s 0 V or 12 no 0 ci i;', 0 
' to’.cy.r.o.'.oi v;.' ;;;’.y r.icr.ibors of 
Ooryresj; os porl oi its iob of' 
'■yOtocOn^ i;Wr:ioi sociirity." 

I Ciyoo A. 'I'i'.c FOI os- 

sooioto ciirociOi who disclosed 
:r. a lo-:‘.co- ;o rr.o that the icto- 
pr.o’.to ^ t '.';0 loio Dl\ }na’.‘lin 
t,u;h./A'_Ki;;j; w.-.s rtypcd 

-rrrt.r.:.- in ihc i;old c: iiuer- 
nol scourity,” has also roiuscd 
Lio say whcihor the FBI has 
%apyv‘,i ilio iclc^j.iO.ics or 
buo tod cho homes oi other civ¬ 
il V;j;hts Icaciors s'scli as licy 
V.':W.;s of ihe XAAC?. Whit- 
r.<jy Yc^t.z oi the Kalicr.al 
Urban Loa^jme, the Rev. Ralph 
.•Voor.iaihy c: the SCsiliitam 
Ciiristian Leadership Ccafcr- 
or.ee, or J.amcs Farmer, for- 
rr.crly of ti.e CommiUce on' 
Racial Uq-aaiiiy ar,d now .an 
; assis'iar.l scare;ary 01 Health, , 
Ec'acatlon and WcUarc. ! 


'oarpose has ‘‘cco.a accom¬ 
plished” and '‘ihare is no need 


U) continue this correspond¬ 
ence.” 


A significant pain’.' 1 : 1 .;l ^v<ts 
central to my column has bec.i 
obscured by the “llcovcr or 
'’Kennedy?” controversy. That 
[is r.ry point that the FBI tan, 
docs and will tap tl'.c ulione or 
bu 3 the dwelling of just about 
any American in the name of ; 
‘■inLenial security.” ,j 

Rail'.er than meet this point, 

4 thy T'oi wants y/iretap-^^ 


In a curt e.xch.ar.gc cf letters • 
with this reporter, Tolson' 
tabes the view that in reveal- ■ 
ing that the wiretap cn King 
,^\vas authorized by the late 
■ Robert F. Kennody, the FBI’s . 


^ a wie FBI scchs to evade 
the tltrust of rny recent col¬ 
umn that Tolsca labeled 
•‘scurrilous" by resting its 
case on an assortment cf alle¬ 
gations against two dead men' 
who cannot talk back. 

First, in an all-out effort to 
■ protect the reputation of J. 
UFtigar Hoover,* the FBI li.ns 
i alL-gcd that the wiretap on. 

; King was both suggested and 
i approved by Uie Utc Senator 
K»..nr.ody. 

I .A check of rccorfS I kept on , 

I the King affair during rny gov- ■ 
ernmant day.s, including dis- ■ 
i ^cussiens c; the matter with • 

I I.F3I officials, sugy.csls that • 
j Kennedy eld approve the wire- : 
I that lies in ' 

j st^imu tWt ^it y/as KerinedjAs 


yeiug-b’.’hgi^-.T controversy to 
iccus on King because K-pua-* 
scsscs tape recordings and 
photographs that it thinks will 
blacken King’s reputation. 

(Tolson has carefully neg¬ 
lected to comment on my rc^ 
^nort that for years the FBI 
has had a small army of 
agents and allies roaming the 
country whispering Uio dirt 
aootii King.) 

FBI strategy is based on the 
^assumption that some of the 
public already hates King, oth¬ 
ers automatically despise he¬ 
roes who turn out to .have feet 
of clay, and still others are 
quick to adopt a holicr- 
t.haadhou posture aftd throw 
the first' stone, the assump¬ 
tion seems to be that if the 
^FRI leaks enough degrading 
ectails about King the .Ameri¬ 
can people will forget the cen¬ 
tral charge in my column that 
i-ihe FBI found so wounding it 


■ finally decided to tell t'nc 
American people part of the 
truth. 

That charge, I repeat, is 
that we arc a lot closer to 
becoming a police state than 
most Americans realize. Noth¬ 
ing ilkislralcs this more than 
nLhe current FBI campaign. 

But the issue is not whether 
King was a mint—and peni.nps 
this is the time for me to vc- 


fvcal that I have read the FBI 
'“reports based, on electronic 
surveillance of the late Nobel 


{ prize-winner. I know how 
I f much dirt the FBI has dug up. 

1 ‘'and S3 percent cf it is barn- 
I yard gossip that has nothing to 
I do with “internal security" or 
-r—hrAv‘niarxist'influences.”> - * * * 
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it disoo.itiaucd 
r.ap? Kins was sceinS 


al'.ncst inrce years aiicr 
c ansvvcv is il'at ceririia 


lanco o; Ku'-S cid not end in . 
April :‘Ju3. As a top st'Vern-. 

ofiicia’, I read FBI sur- ■ 
pVoiiiance reports on Kins long . 
jattor ihc date when Hoover 
says the wiretaps were ended, 
s Vhc answer is that the FBI 
^wiil not admit to this later 
surveillance because it cannot 
claim Hint it was authorized 
}'>y Attorneys General Nicholas 
BjB. Knl7.oniiach_.and Kamscy 
Clark, both of whom arc ulivC;» 
-to dc-fv-i ihcm.solvcs. ... • 


Thera-is a fundamental point > 

aiiout U'.c King affair that is 
valid no matter who auOior- 
izod llie wiretap and beggings. 
j.1: the- FBI had inrormation 
that King was an enemy ot 
c.nd menace to his country, we 
have courts and other proper 
.channels in wl'.ich to runhe 
i .vhatever charges the FBI fell 
"it coiiid prove. This aliorcls the 
accused a chance to face his 
acct.scr. to reply. 

But t’nc mast fi ighlful aspect 
ol this whole business is to’ 
j|a.:-.vo FBI ofiicinls wagin;; a 
C;^irinaijin to destroy a man by 
f rumor, by sleaUh, by whis- 
r.e.-s, by stealth, by Ibsh- 
, i.ng dirty piefures in smoke- 
» . lillad bars, 

I . These arc the legal and mor- 
I issues that the American 
I publ ic must face. ‘And we must 
{ net be blinded to the reality by 
‘ a sbrc’.vd campaign to make 
the late Fmbert F. Kennedy 
ar,d the late Martin Luther 
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' I The Federal Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion, in declaring with some heat 
that it was authorized by the late ; 
Robert F, Kennedy to lap the tcle- 
.phone of the late Martin. Luther^ 
c King, Jr, has responded to’ only . 

part of the question raised over ,, 
i wiretapping policy by this incident.i 
As Oswald Johnston reported in a ; 
dispatch from our Washington ' 
bureau, it was charged that the tap 
was continued several years after 
■ Kennedy resigned as Attorney Gen- , 
’ eral and in disregard of orders to. 

remove it. But Mr. Johnston noted ^ 
j that the FBI and the Justice De- 
.' partment* did not deal^witli~tl 24 
‘ point ,^^did not disclose when the' ‘ 
tap was discontinued.’' This is a, 
pertinent matter, in view of state-- 
ments made against the practice 
, of wiretapping by former President i 
V. Johnson and former Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Gark. The Kirig case could be 
. better understood, perhaps,' if the ,■ 

, j FB^’s j^ignation could be matched '' 
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r WA£gNCT;i--F?|PiATTy, GEN, NICHOLAS KATZENBACH HAS, 


\ I ATT^A^Kib^^’Ai^-F-A[iiJ"y"Ali:EfA?ioS'E”o°B^^f ^N^EKSShE 


^ KAT7FNBAC'1-S CONfOTS-WEHrPROK BY A COPYRIGHTED INTERVIEW 

■ ,..TT«*rrinTRrCTOB J EDGAR HOOVER IN YESTERDAY’S EDITIONS OF THE 
«Isht\GTON^STAR°^ in the article hoover said KENNEDY WHEN HE WAS 
ATTORNEY GENERAL, WAS CONCERNED ABOUT ALLEGATIONS KING HAD MARXIST 

LET) KENNEDY TO PROPOSE AND LATER ORDER A WIRETAP ON 
xur^rTvTi PTTHTc ^ADER’S TELEPHONES. HOOVER WAS QUOTED AS SAYING. 

SfT'LV.5'SYM55f.KSIvlf.S§lii“M!°"™«‘4S'Tlo^ 

rjyl.E”rpj?iTf»'si {ss”S“SHf cSgo^=kfE°«rT!^y!.i:s 

.i "^^^IBr^R^ATTY^'gEN. CLARK. LI ^J^^BA^ A DEMOCRAT, ALSO 

1h CRITICIZED HOOVER'S COMMENTS AS "UNFAIR AND DECEPTIVE, 
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Tap 

^ Former Attorney General Nicholas deB, Katzenbach 
{charged last night that FBI Directo^J.-Edgar Hoover’s 
account ol why Dr. Marlin Duther'^King’s phone was 
, tapped is false. " : 

Katzenbach acknowledged that the wiretap was ‘|perj 
sonally au thorized ” by then Attorney General R ober t F .) 
•Kcnncjly. • 

‘But to say or imply that 
this tap w.TS the original con-, 
ception of Robert Kennedy ... 
is false,” Katzenbach said 


Fbrmer Altorncy Generali 
Ramsey Clark said in a stale*^ 
merit that Hoover's account; 
was unfair “because It comes 
after Robert Kennedy and 
Martin Luther King have been 
murdered in the service of 
humanity and are unable to 
defend them.sclvcs.” Clark also 
said the “selected materials 
^rom FBI files” released by 
jiHoover were “deceptive in 
iidcpicting Mr. Hoover as a re- 
Ijlucant eavesdropper of Dr.j 
j King. He (Hoover) repeatedly; 

I requested me to authorize a 
j |FBI wiretap on Dr. King while 
I was Attorney General. The 
last of these requests, none 
of which was granted, came 
two days before the murder 
of Dr. King ” 

Other souroes who held high, 
positions in the Justice De*i 
(lartmcnt under Kennedy said; 
[the Attorney General approved] 
(the tap on Dr. King only after^ 
fhe FBI had urged him toj 
■^'over and over and over again"', 
i'or (wo years heeau.‘«e the FBI I 
Relieved Dr. King was either 
' a Communist or a tool of the 
Communist Party. 

[ Kennedy's defenders spoke 
I after President Nixon strongly 
Supported Hoover. 

I Mr. Nixon told his press con- 
I jfercnce last night that his per- 
jsonal check had^found ihati 
'bugging "had always been ap¬ 
proved by the Attorney Gen-, 
i pral .“ .aa luft Hoov er <e.stlfi ed 
I jinTlPBrSiid.im" ^ 

5.TaUgT2 '369" 


i . The President made It cleiri, 
ifial the ^recent disclosure' of ^ > 
the King wiretapping and the* I 
[controversy over who wanted ; 
it — Hoover or Kennedy — lad ^ 
him to look into the contro- • 
versy personally. '' 

Katzenbach, issuing a state¬ 
ment in New York, said that: 
,“It is unworthy of the tradi- 
fion of the FBI to attack inH 
jUiis fashion the reputation of I 
'two men who cannot defend 1 
•themselves.". ' » 

' During Kennedy’s first two : 
weeks as'Attorney General in • 
early 1961*, the other sources 
feaid, the FBI came to K«n-. 
nedy and said that Dr. King 
was deeply involved with two 
members of the Communist 
. Party. 

I FBI representatives repeat¬ 
ed their charges frequently 
'during the next two years, 
these sources, who held posi- 
. t^on§_ at assistant secretary 
;lcver"6f^bove, said 
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In ihc fall of 1963, Ken¬ 
nedy ajjrccd to place a tap on- 
Kin^^'s Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference phone 

[ ;o verify or disprove the KBI 
allocations, the sources said. 

The version of the incident 
;hat Hoover has made public 
is very similar—except that 
his account attributes the fears 
that Dr. King was a Marxist 
to Kennedy,. 

I Hoover told the Evening 
Star yesterday that Kennedy 
proposed tapping King's phone 
to discover if the civil rights 
leader was closely associated 
with Marxist ideas^ and had 
Marxist followers. ' 

I I Hoover reportedly showed 
tjhe .^tar^ two memo f .a ji d a^ 
from 1963. The first, wriltenl 

ij 3 y_ then^ assistant dicpctpr of 
Ihe FBf and liaison man with 
fthe Justice Department Court¬ 
ney Evans, reported a conver¬ 
sation between Evans and Ken* 
nedy in which the Attorney 
General reportedly inquired 
whether tapping King’s phone 
was feasible. j 

I The second was Hoover’s re¬ 
quest for the wiretapping au-! 
thori 2 ^tion; it bore Kennedy’s’ 
signature and the date “lO lO-^ 
63” in the lower left-hand 
corner. 

I An FBI spokesman made 
^clear in response to questions 
Ithat Hoover would not talk to 
the Washington Post. The 
spokesman said the Star story 
“speaks for itself" and would 
not comment further. —1,^ 

i- ’SsvansrTiow-^ln private ^ a^ 



The wiretapping-' of Dr.'f 


King’s phone was disclosed^ 
during Cassius Clay’s drafts 
evasion hearing in Houston> 
and has caused angry debaie^ 
,ovcr the role of the FBI, »' 
bureau of the Justice Depart-^ 
ment. ’’ ‘ • '2 


installation of technical elec*’ 
Ironic devices without author-* 
ity of the Attorney General,’*-’ 
the Star quoted Hoover as'^ 
saying. He said the King wire-^ 
tap was stopped April 30, 1965- 
—two months before former? 
President Johnson issued an- 
order banning the practied ex-| 
.^;eDt .ln_nationaP security ln-» 

, vestig^bns-k •} 







FD-350 (Hfv. /->b-63) 




vf 




(Mount Clipping In Spaca Below) 


yar 


# r - 

Ivin or ’f^'irclan '■ ancc Ihc picture all around, such lead* ] 

o V ^ ; fcrs as Dr. King did endure and win 1 

slorv luffinislied ^' struggles within their organizations to^ < 
I ^ eliminate suspect influences. 

I Confirmation that the FBI put a . close the dates on the phone ' 

i^ireUp on the late Dr. M.irtin Luther ■' ^jjp^ Attorney General Katzenbach 
^ti^with Robert Kennea^TappTOval. ^^rdored the tap removed in the spring i 
proauccd one ot those news stories of 1065. 

that is literally true, in Now the major question, of course, j 

I that the f,acis no far r . '’■/'*'I fan.ses on the issue of the findings, if , 

I disclosed arc true. i L,iy, the FBI gleaned from this long j 

I Howc\cr, the news | ^.4 expensive bugging. 

I stones are not true m I ] | The FBI declines comment on this ] 

essence, because all the 1 ^object. The FBI’s public information 

facts either haven t n chief told me yesterday by phone that 1 

been told or have not | 4 ^J “we can’t disclose anything on that; it I 

been put into historical [ :v is not ordinarily done." He explained 

perspective F - -that the recent revelation of wire tap 

1 The FBI said that EL.. ^ i _ ___ 

t e surveillance of MEYER New Jersey came about because of 

r. Kmg was authorized by Bobby court order in response to a defense ^ 

Kennedy when he was attorney gener. ;, attorney’s plea. . ‘ 

al. At that time, the attorney general ' Regardless, it should be reported 
could authorize a wire tap but not the that there were no results achieved 
use of electronic devices. The mood of from the surveillance and that Dr. | 
ose da>^ m our history must be con- , King was never regarded as a security I 
In Conservatives, including FBI j risk, neither as a result of the bugging 
|Dircctor J. Edgar Hoover himself, were evidence nor any other findings, 
charging that that civil rights move* ! . There were several men in the 
through with Commu- * |jystice Department during those diffi* 
been accused of : (.yR, days who were both staff mem- 

helping the Communists with his ■ - jj^rs and close friends of Kennedy’s. 
civiUights activities. gri far,,they have been silent on this' 

Kennedy was put on the spot by I matter. After all. they aren’t official 
the FBI request er authority to eaves* . ; and they are 

drop on Dr. King. ]f he refused the; . j-ductant to enter .an arena in which 
authority, he would have been vulner*' . contest, except for the sake of 
able to the accusation that he would .historical accuracy, is moot. 

Jnot allow the FBI even to check into^ .. j ^ope some of them will come 

possible Communist influence in the- forward with a definitive statement, 

civil rights area. And in the early i ! however. The very act of wire tapping 
1960s. the issue of reds and richts: - ___ 

^ , •* ; ■ JIBS « JIC^JBMVU Ullt^lll.aiiui«, kltvi 

fiared hotI>'. . Robert Kennedy concurred in 

I The FBI said it wanted to see if suspicion of Dr. King should be au- 
Reds had infiltrated the movement.’ thoritativciy denied; and the capri* 
Kennedy could not block an invcstiga*t , nature of the whole business of 
non in the political context of those i ^ffi^ial eavesdropping on the basis of 

I were suspicion could use the exposure. 
The Wire tap went on Dr. King In i _ _^ 

‘October or November of 1963. A few ' Sylvan Meyer’s column appears In 
weeks after the eavesdropping started,! on Monday, Wednesday and. 

President John Kennedy was assassi-' ' Friday. .. j 

nated. Obviously, Robert Kennedy! 
immediately became involved in mat* | 
tefs far more immediate and pressing j 

than the wiretap. j ' . 

I The FBI continued the tap on Dr. | * 

Kin g, ac cording to an agent in Atlanta..! ' ^ _ __ 

May 1965, long~ after Ken*. 
nejiy resigned as attorney general. '. ' I 


.suspect‘Uivriing of con.^^rlir^;jll^th \ 
Communists or that the security of the 1 
• nation was endangered by the Negro ! 
leader’s activities. However, to bal- ' 
ancc the picture all around, such lead* ] 
fcrs as Dr. King did endure and win 1 
' struggles within their organizations to < 
eliminate suspect influences. 

To close the datc.s on the phone ' 

' tap, Attorney General Katzenbach 
ordered the tap removed in the spring * 
of 1965. 

Now the major question, of course, j 

t ari.ses on the issue of the findings, if , 
my, the FBI gleaned from this long j' 
and expensive bugging. 

I The FBI declines comment on this j 
J?ubject. The FBI’s public information 
chief told me yesterday by phone that ’ 
“we can’t disclose anything on that; it ! 
is not ordinarily done." He explained 

that the recent revelation of wire tap 

. ____ ... 

vi:i Adi luii^ VII a maiia Ii^dutjuoi I.caa .»• 

in New Jersey came about because of 
•a court order in response to a defense; 

■ attorney’s plea. 

Regardless, it should be reported < 

, that there were no results achieved ^ 
from the surveillance and that Dr. j 
King was never regarded as a security i' 
risk, neither as a result of the bugging i 
evidence nor any other findings. 0 

There were several men in the f 
pustice Department during those diffi* ‘ 
cult days who were both staff mem- | 

■ bers and close friends of Kennedy’s. 
So far,,they have been silent on this' 
matter. After all, they aren’t official 
spoke.smcn any more and they are ' 

• reluctant to enter .an arena in which 
the contest, except for the sake of; 
historical accuracy, is moot. 

I hope some of them will come -< 
. forward with a definitive statement, 

. however. The very act of wire tapping 

' jiaA « 

* tion that Robert Kennedy concurred in 
a suspicion of Dr. King should be au¬ 
thoritatively denied; and the capri* 

• cious nature of the whole business of' 

. official eavesdropping on the basis of 
were suspicion could use the exposure. 

Bylvan Meyer’s column appears In 
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IIFBI ON KING TAPI 
! 1 --(^'\ I 

But 2 Ex-Attorneys Generali 
Call Hoover Claim Unfair 


54 


OSWALD JOnVSTON 

[WatAin^ton Bureau of Tli* Sun] 

Washington^ June ]9—Presi¬ 
dent Nixon threw the full 
prestige of his office tonight be¬ 
hind the FBI claim tliat the late 
fRoberi F. Kennedy was respon- 
jsible for the government wire- 
/>tap on The Rev. M^lin Luthe r 
4gn g. Jr. 

} Almost simultaneously, two 
former allomcys general under| 
the Johnson administration at-i 
tacked as “false," “unfair” and 
“deceptive” the claim of J. Ed¬ 
gar Hoover that Mr. Kennedy 
Tecommended the tap. 

Mr. Nixon, speaking on nation- 
.wide television, told a news con- 
Jference that the FBI director 
'"does enjoy my complete confi¬ 
dence.” 

He added that he had 
“checked personally into the 
matter” of responsibility for the 
’wiretap placed on Dr. King dur¬ 
ing the last years of his life. 

“I found that it had always 

( been approved by the attorney 
General, as Mr. Hoover testified 
in 1964 and 1965,” the President 
Uaid. He apparently referred to 
Jeslimony before Congress 
^ jivhich Justice Department 
; spokesmen cited earlier when 
I asked to comment on the contro¬ 
versy over the King surveil- 
I lance. 

I Sharp crticism of the Hoover 
version of events was voiced by 
Nichol.is dcB. Katzenbach, Mr, 
Kennedy’s successor as Attorney 
General, and Ramsey Clark, 
who look over command of the 
lluslice Department in October, 

966,- ^ ^ 

! Both spoke in bitter terms of 
jMr. Hoove’s claim^. tod^ that 
Mrf Kennedy instigated the tap| 
on Dr. King because he suspect-, 
ed him of having “Marxist**, 
y sympathies. | 

> Tt is unworthy of the tradition! 
Jot the FBI to attack in this fash-, 
fpn'lthi of two men! 

. Q^ed tliemselvc's.** 




Mr. Katzenbach said. To portray 
MrrKe'nncdy as aif'instigator is 

’Tlase," he charges. ^- 

I Mr. Clark termed the Hoover 
claim "deceptive in depicting 
Mr. Hoover as a reluctant eaves¬ 
dropper of Dr. King. He repcat- 
jcdly requested me to authorize 
jt'BI wiretaps on Dr. King while 
1 was Attorney General.” I 
2 Day.s Bcofe Murder 

He added: “the last of these 
requests, none of which was 
granted, came two days before 
.the murder of Dr. King.'* 

! Mr, Nixon^K new.c^conference 
vote of confidence w'as the first 
formal administration response 
(o the FBI assertion that Mr. 
Kennedy not only approved te 
King tap but also recommended i 
it. 

The claim that Mr. Kennedy! 
approved it was made yester- 
Ilay by one of Mr. Hoover’s topi 
pides. The claim that Mr. Ken-! 
bedy originated the Idea was’ 
■|nade by Mr. Hoover himself, in( 
a copyrighted interview pub-; 
lished today in the Washington 
Star. 

Views On Eavesdropping 
. Mr. Nixon coupled his backing 
|)f the 74-year-old FBI director 
with a statement of his adminis¬ 
tration’s view of electronic 
eavesdropping as an instrument 
of government. 

"As far as this administration 
is concerned,” he said, “our atti¬ 
tude toward electronic surveil¬ 
lance is that it should be used 
very sparingly, very carefully, 
having in mind the rights oF 
those who might be' 
involved. , 

7But,” he added, “very effee-! 
lively ^ protect the internal and; 
external security of the United I 
States.” - * 

Authority Claimed *. 
I Last Friday the Justice De-' 
(lartmcnt claimed the govern-! 
ment ha.s authority under the 
Constitution to eavesdrop on any 
organization it deems “subver- 


i Speaking with the full backing. 
»f John'N. Mitchell, the Attorney, 
jeneral, department lawyers' 
claimed that this board power to' 
lap telephones or plant bugs' 
could be exercised without judi-i 
ciai warrant. ' ! 

They suggested further that 


evidence^gathered in this ^y 
coulfd b'eiiisVd in cour£f“^ • 
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The current contr.cve!;£y_eyer 
ivirciapping’and bugging has 
pcen simmering since an FBI 
'agent disclosed in a Houston 
courtroom three weeks ago that 
Dr. King's home telephone in 
Atlanta was tapped during 1964 
and 19li5. 

May Have Continued ‘ 
I The agent, Robert Nichols, 
conceded under sharp question- 
! ing by a civil rights lawyer that 
1 the surveillance may have con- 
! tinned after he was taken off, 
j the assignment in May, 1965. 

Some’ observers took this to 
mean that the surveillance con¬ 
tinued up until Dr. King’s as- 
■sassination April 4, 1968. 

■ |An FBI spokesman said to¬ 
day, however, that the tap was 
jprdered off April 30, 1965. Mr. 
Ifoover cited the same date in 
inis Star interview, and added, 
j''I have never authorized in¬ 
stallation of technical electronic 
devices witliout written author!^ 
^ Attoiy ey Gea g~al.*r 
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By RlCHAjyn^STARNES 

Scripps-Howard SlJfl Wrllvf ^ 

President Nixon. voicinR his “complete con- 
I fiidence” in FBI diroolor J, Edgar Hoover, has 
J oisclosed that an investigation convinced him 
[that Mr. Hoover “always" had obtained ap- 
I jproval of the attorney general for any FBI 
' wiretapping operations. 

The President stepped into the controversy 
‘ over wiret.aps iOf (he phones of the late Dr, 
, Martii^Luther Hi.in R Jr., at his news confer- 
enc^asrmphi. 


the late attorney general of the United States, 
Mr. Robert F. Jvennedy," Mr. Tolson wrote. 
The surveillance, he added, was “strictly in 
the field of internal security and therefore was 
within the provision laid down by the Presi¬ 
dent of the United States.” 

I Yesterday Mr. Hoover contributed the infor- 
* mat ion that Mr. Kennedy him.sclf had first 
propo.sed monitoring the Negro evangelist’s 
phones in June, 1363, and had approved the 
installation in a memorandum dated the fol¬ 
lowing October. 


I His statement followed .Mr. Htwver’s disclo- | Mr. Hoover disclo.sed that the earliei memo- 


»uiv vaikivi 111 k* 


King’s phones not only h.ad been authorized — the civil rights mo^ 
but had been proiwscd originally •— by the late by Marxists, and r 
Robert F. Kennedy when he was attorney gen- was closely assoc 
eral. . followers. 

I Mr. Hoover said Robert Kennedy^had au- | The FBI memf 
thorized the tapping of Dr. King's phones de- |Courincy Evans, w 
/spite an FBI warning o.at the action might |ant director in cha 
have possible political repercussions. nice Department, h 

J The account by Mr’ Hotiver was disputed in a conversation Mr 
New York City by Nici.oias deB. Katzenbach, with Mr. Kennedy, 
who followed Mr. Kennedy as attorney general whether k v 

and remained his close friend. AcknowiedgiOH;..**” P“«' 


iiAasvfeuiAt a« 44 « ^ ^^^a*.** 

the civil rights movement was being infiltrated 
by Marxists, and noted reports that Dr. King 
was closely associated with Marxist-leaning 
. followers. 

I The FBI memorandum was written by 
fCourincy Evans, who was then an FBI assisF 
lant director in charge of liaison with the Jus- 
nice Department. It reported to Mr. Hoover on 
a conversation Mr. Evans had just concluded 
with Mr. Kennedy, in which Mr. Kennedy had 
asked whether it was feasible to install a tap 


that Mr, Kennedy authorized the tap, Mr. Kat- Mr. Evans’ memo related that he had re? 
zenboch declared: plied to Mr. Kennedy that such an undertaking 

“To sa7S$y or implv that this tap was the would be quite difficult, because Dr. King tra- 
original conception of'ftobert Kennedy — that Ivellcd almost constantly. Other FBI officials, 
he was the moving force in this situation — or taccording to Mr. Hoover, warned the dien at- 
that he had anv doubt whatsoever about Up. torney general that tapping me Negro civil 


King's integrity or loyalty is false. , 

I “It is unworthy of the tradition of the FBI to 
attack in this fashion the reputation of two 
men who cannot defend themselves,’’ he said. 

Former Atty, Gen. Ramsey Clark also criii- 
/cized Mr. Hoover's comments as “unfair and 
deceptive” 

/ Mr. Clark said Mr. Hoover was wrong to 
picture himself as a “reluctant eavesdropper. 
#of Dr. King," and he said Mr. Hoover “repeat- 
ledly requested to lo authorize an FBI wiretap. 

on br. King whde 1 was attorney general. The 
^ last of these requests, none of which was 
1 granted, came two days before the murder of 
t Dr. King.*’ 

Mr. Nixon said the p»)Sition of his Adminis¬ 


tration on such wiretaps was that they should friiid he and Mr. Hoover cxch< 7 Dg‘'d barbs over 


revelations in the controversy over igood with Mr. Hoover's final word 

>5 came in the wake of a colum- ^'T have never, authorized installation of (ftIw" 


be used “very sparingly” when ncccssaty “to 
protect the internal and external security of 
the United States.” 

• The new revelations in the controversy over 

* the wiretaps came in the wake of a colum- 
Ifnisr’s assertion that the Justice Department 
I had not autr. irized the electronic “bugs,” Im- 
f plying that they had been ordered improperly 
I— and possibly illegally — by Mr, Hoover. 

i This a.ew an angry blast from FBI Associ¬ 
ate Director Clyde A. Tolson, who wrote col- 
<umnist>C:ttd KowarPdtleflkiitiSlC&Qlegality of 
\thetaaUHUU 10 ' 

\ “Tlie wvwtap on Martin Luther Klngyr. was 
I: gpeci iufally ap proved .in advance in writing by 


who was responsible (or clcci 


It appeared to have been laid to rest for 
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rights leader’s phones could bring political re¬ 
percussions.! 

I -The October memorandum. In which Mr.. 
iHoover reported to Mr. Kennedy that the taps 
were now technically feasible, sought approval j 
for the installations. It was dated Oct. 7, 1963. 
The memo was counter-signed, “Robert F.' 
Kennedy, 10-10-63.” •’ 

Taps were installed in Dr. King’s home in' 
Atlanta and at an undisclosed location in New 
York City sometime later. They were discon¬ 
tinued on April 30, 1965, after Mr. Katzenbach 
had succeeded Mr. Kennedy as attorney gener¬ 
al. 

The controver.sy first flowered when Robert 
F. Kennedy Ixicamc a senator from New York, 
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“I have never, authorized installation of tftiw’j' 
cal electronic devices without written authori-. I 
ty of the attorney general.” j 

The*relationship between the Kennedy fami¬ 
ly and Dr. King was a long-standing one.'Dur¬ 
ing the 1960 election campaign, John F. Kenne¬ 
dy initiated Dr. King’s release from a jail 
'where he had been imprisoned for civil rights 
activities. The event, at the time, was viewed 
as having helped the elder Kennedy win'Negro 
support in his election victory over Mr. Nixon. 
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Dy William J^'Eaton rh.ir;',es of communist sympa- |[(,v the FBI director, to shift 

0/Our U'flj/ijn^fon Bureau thise that were bc^ip in j)^,, ^lanie to someone who 

Congress to undermine jupport ih rpniv ' 

Washington — president for federal civil rights leeisla- i"* ” _ 

[Nixon has come to the defense tioin ” ‘ ” Former Atty. _Gen. Kampy 

hf FBI Director J. Edgar “There’s no question that Clark said Thursday that 
•loover in a controversy in- Bob (Kennedy) did not regard jlloover was wrong to picture 
Kolving the late Robert F. Ken- Martin Luther King as a laimself as "a reluctant eaves- 
nedy and a wiretap aimed at security risk,” said a former Ji'opper of Dr. King.” Hoover 


the late Marlm Luther King aide of the iaic senator who - n^peatediy asked hts peVaiis* 

•tr. nckpri nnf tA iHpntifioH cinn tn tan Dr. Kinp’S oOn- 


. asked not to be identified. sion to tap Dr. King's don- 

Mr. Nixon bolstered And Nicholas Katzenbach, ' versation, Clark said, th^ fest 

floover’s assertion that Ken- who succeeded Kennedy as request coming two days beire 

tiedy, vho Was attorney attorney.general, said that “to ' Dr. King was slain. 

general when the tap was say or imply that he (Ken- | 

started in 19fi3, had approved j nedy) had any doubt what- ' 

, the FBI’s eavesdropping to. soever about Dr. King’s in- ; 

, check reports of Dr. King's j tegrity or loyalty is false.” 

associations with Communist j The Washington Star’s 

jlParty officials. '.copyrighted story .said Ken-.j 

I A wTrnrcAf AJkT J w |dv signed an FBI memo, indi-l 

A NEWSMAN said at Mr. * t , .v, ♦ 

'Nixons pres.x conteresce “Pr , ' f , , 

Thursday night that at laast ;>'.->SjP0S5ibte to apply aps to 
ona rWspaper has calledrtor Dr, J<.ng s telephones a . head- 1 
<he rdsignation of the 74-year. o' Southern| Chns- 

pid Hoover and asked if the ‘"V' 7 ..vT 

President had complete con- “f 

Hdence in the FBI chief. '““'I"" T"*! 

„ . document was dated Oct. 10, 

Mr. Hoover does enjoy my jgg 3 

omplcte confidence and there ' 


tn-ac n/\ 

S 4 VA«r 1 . 4 «iJVU, 94 a*U|l aU lai 

hs his future is concerned.” the Showed the Star reporter a 
|President began. Iiicmo dated June, 1963, that 

He said.that his owm c'jicck written by Courtney 

Jrad shiwn that Hoover Vas pvans. a former FBI official 
fcorrectl in insisting that each J’>''hoj'was a go-between for Ken- 
f.viretaplused by liie FBI had foedy and Hoover. T 
been approved by the attorney E'l''ms said in the memo that 
general. Kennedy was concerned! about 

It will be his adminis- allegations that Dr. King was a 
tration’s policy to- u.se elec-, Marxism and asso- 

ironic ^urveiilance ‘'very spar- ciated with a New York alior- 
ingly, very carcfuly . , . but nejl' who w.as close to Corn- 
very effectively” to protect na- niiiliist Parly leaders. rThc 
tional sscurity, Mr. Nixep said. mc;no indicated that Kennedy 
Dcrrxoir .u j . ; Wanted to know if it WCreKFP,']Gi . . , 

_ BEFORE the Presidcnf5:,„rtnir,n„ nn«ih 1 e 

|^.mments,H<»ver had told theprove'o; ' ' 

Washmgton star that Kerr,edy;.i (^^ „, 

proposed the wiretappms ofKennedy's former associate, FX-l 00 
Dr. King because of concern !L„- „ni was a Jn^Jicel*^ 1 

over its pos,s.ble Marx st ties-/oepirtment olfidaj, dispited * 

1 uii.icj jkvn* / f&oVet'jr^tfertA^e said ‘all 

e dy said h e approved ^pet^Gs ^Sfe^from ilhe 

tiie FBI’s suggestion, ui'ah bsi” and it was 'Tinmanly” 

_eifort to clear Dr. King from 
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luiure is concerneo. tne 
|President began. 

. He said.that his owm c'^cck 
*ad shiwn that Hoover 'was 
icorrectlin insisting that each 
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Wi&sis Over 
(dng Wirsfsip 


. By LY_J/9 DEN'NISTON \ 
Star Staff Writer •'' * 

i Two former U.S. attorneys 
Koncral, FBI Director J. Ed^ar' 
jloovcr and President Nixon 
jiiavc nil entered tlio {^rowing 
jeontroversy over Iccieral w-irc-i 
tappiryQou the late Dr. MjyrtiDl 
Luther King Jr. ! 

^'hc now issue that last niehtl 
jdivicied Hoover and former At*! 
lornevs General Nicholas deR 


[ Two I 
general, 
I loover 
iiiavc nl! 


torneys General Nicholas deB.-' 
Katzcnbnch and Ramsey Clark | 
is whether the tap on Kine’s; 
telephone was the original idea t 
of the late Atty. Gen. Robert F.; 
Kennedy. 


President Nixon, apparently, 
rejecting the advice of a key: 
aide, als., stepped into the dis¬ 
pute to declare “complete confi* 
pence” in Hoover. 

In addition, the President vol*;' 
untcered that he had “personal-^ 
ly chocked,” and had found thati 
jtloover was correct in saying; 

' hat no wiretaps were ever used 
without an attorney general’s! 

; authority. ^ * * ' 

The issue, however, has be-, 
come the question of who origi- 

( ated the idea. 

Hoover told Tlie Evening Star 
eslerday that the FBI has in its 
lies a June 1963 memorandum 
vhich—according to Hoover— 
showed that Kennedy had asked 
about the feasibility of using i 
I electronic device.*: to mnnJtnr i 
JKing. . 


i Counterattack 

f Hoover revealed the contents 
joi two memorandums, in one of 
1 which he said Kennedy ox- 
(pressed concern about po\lble 
Marxist involvement with the 
jlatc Negro leader, ' 
i Katzcnbach, who was Kenne- 
!dy’s top aide, issued a statement 
rlast night saying that it is 
[“false” to “say or imply that 
: this tap was the original concep- 

I tion of Robert Kennedy.” 

Clark issued a separate state¬ 
ment describing Hoover’s com- 
[menU as ^“unfair and decej>* 


53 AUG1TI9S9 


[^0 


.Tolson 


j\ ci:h.-^r _4 f gtzcid>nch nor Clark 
disputof! the sugges tion " ^ndl 
LiCcnnc'uy had given the FBI per- 
nus.sion to inslaii the wiretap on 
King’s telephone. Katzcnbach 
said flatly that ‘'there has never 
boon an issue a;s to the fact that 
. . . Kennedy personally author¬ 
ized each telephone wiretap — 
as had his predecessors and sue- 
ces.sors.” 

This had been tlie issue earlier 
this v.'ci k, and it was the only 
issue on which the President 
commented at his press confer¬ 
ence. 

I On Monday, Hoover’s asso- 
ciate director, Clyde A. Tolson, 
said in a letter to Star columnist 
Carl T. Rowan that the device 
on King’s"telcphohe had been' 

I approved in writing in advance 
by Kennedy.' " ' 

Yesterday, in another letter to 
Rowan, Tolson said that he had 
written to the columnist to “re¬ 
fute” a column in last Sunday’s 
^tar criticizing Hoover over the 
wiretapping incident. His Mon¬ 
day letter, Tolson said, had been 
written because of “your un*, 
warranted charge that the wire>- 
tap ... was unauthorized and 
Dlcgal.” 

Having given his reply, the 
associate director said, “there is 
no need to continue this corre¬ 
spondence.” This apparently 
amounted .to a refusal to answer 
a series of other questions about 
wiretapping which Row’an had 
submitted to Tolson this week. 

Appearing on television last 
night, * Rowan said he had asked 
Tolson “how many other civil 
rights leaders” had been the 
Subject of FBI wiretapping — 
specifically James Farm e r, 
Floyd McKissick, Roy Wilkins 
and Whitney Young. 

The question of whether an 
fattorney general gave FBI 

. fjnfhArifv incitnll anv wlretaOS. 

on King or anyone else, has 
come up in recent years when 
the legality of electronic sur¬ 
veillance was contested in cour. 

For years, every administra¬ 
tion has followed the practice 
that a “national security” wire- 
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tap is legal if it has been ex¬ 
pressly authorized by the-a^^ i nq 

ney general. OX Date- JUH 2 0 1 969 ~ 

Tolson’s letter Monday said ^ ^ w i303 

the device used on King's tele- ‘ 

al security 

j But Hoover’s discussion on the _ ___ 

King wiretap with The Star yes- NOT RECORDPD 
terday switched - the central a ^ I) 

question in the controversy Iji mu(-; 7 IQSQ A i/rt ^. > U 
away from the legality ofthg 




I Hji discussed with Star.rfprf- 
scntalivos two menioranaums he 
l^aid the FBI had in its posscs- 
Ision. The first of tlicse, Hoover 
said, was a memo to lum from 
Courtney A. 

was assiSfanToircctor of the 
i'BI and Vas the bureau’s liai- 
1 son man with Kennedy. 

The E*nns memo. Hoover 
said, reported on a conversation 
between Kennedy and Evans in 
which the attorney general was 
said to have asked about the 
technical feasibility of monitor¬ 
ing King. 

? i The FBI chief said the Evans 
memo related that Kennedy was 
concerned about reports that 
King had tics v ilh a New \osk 
attorney with ‘"knovin Commu¬ 
nist connections,” that King was 
a student of .Marxism, but that 
he did not openly espouse Marx¬ 
ism because of his religious be- 
Uefs. , , . . 

The purpose of the inquiry 
about electronic surveillance, 
Hoover’s comments indicated, 
was to prove or disprove these 
reports. 

Hoover also discussed a scc- 
•ond document, in which the 
director said he advised Kenn^ 
dy that it was technically feasi¬ 
ble to apply wiretaps to King’s 
telephones at iwo places — one 
on King’s phones in Atlanta, 
Ga., and the other at an un¬ 
named location in New York 
fcity. This memo, Hoover said, 
Twas dated Oct. 7, 1963, and con- 

ctttnfsftirA anH 

| iaiu%:u ivciMJcu/ a ««•*%• 

the date Oct. 10, 1963, at the 
bottom, • 

> As a result of the October doc- 
lument, Hoover indicated, a Wire- 
Map was installed on King’s tele¬ 
phone. 

Former Atty. Gen, Katzen- 
bach, who was Kennedy’s depu¬ 
ty at the time, directly chal¬ 
lenged Hoover's interpretation 
df the June 1963 memo. It was 
yiis first public attack on Hoover 
lor the FBI. - 

“To say or imply that this tap 
was the original conception of 
Robert Kennedy — that he was. 
the moving force in this situa-j 
tion — or that he had any doubts' 
wh3t54>evor as to Dr. King’s loy¬ 
ally or inicgrily is false.” 

“It is unworthy of the^trsdu' 

lion of the FBI to afiack in iTiis 
fashion the reputation of two 
men who cannot defend them- 
selves* 

' “Truth is seldom found in 
selective and partial disclosures 
of Hus type. What has been said 
i is unfair to Sen. Kennedy and 
I Dr. King,_ by na standard that I 
I kno^v gohsopant wiUUhat ipeip'l- 
I ty and sense of justice wmehnas 


.always Jicretofore been tfic con- \ 
Jtribution of Mr. Ilobvcr to the I 
I administration of American jus- ) 
lice.” * 

Former Ally. Gen. Clark’s 
separate statement ccliocd these 
R emarks. He described Hoover’s 
statement to Tlic Star as “unfair 
because it comes after Robert 
Ivenncdy and Marlin Luther 
King have been murdered in the 
service of humanity and are un¬ 
able to defend themselves. < 

“The truth of the matter can- r 
not be denied through release of I 
^elected materials from FBI I 
files.” * 

, Clark added that he thought 
Hoover’s statement is deceptive 
in depicting Mr. Hoover as a 
I reluctant eavesdropper of Dr. 

( King. He repeatedly requested 
me to authorize FBI wiretaps 
on Dr. King while I was attorney 
general. The last of these re¬ 
quests, none of which was grant¬ 
ed, came two days before the \ 
murder of Dr. King." i 

, The other person named in 
|ioover’s comments—Courtneyl 
[Evans, ngw a Washington attor¬ 
ney—was in San Juan, i^erfo 
Rico, today, and was not an- 
■ swering his hotel telephone. 

President Nixon’s entry into 
the dispute came before the Kat- 
zenbach and Clark statements 
bad become available. 

A reporter at the White House 
press conference asked whetiier, 
in the aftermath of the wiretap¬ 
ping controversy, Hoover still 


whether any decision had been 
made “concerning his tenure” 

Nixon replied that the director 
“does enjoy my complete confi¬ 
dence, and there has been no 
discussion with regard to his 
tenure as far as the future is 
concerned." 

I Hoover is past retirement age, 
out presidents have continued to - 
grant him continuations in of¬ 
fice, from year to year. 

Nxon did not stop with a direct. 
answer to the reporter’s ques- ] 
tion. 

"I should add further that with 
.regard to the controversy on 
1 electronic surveillanco that I 
checked personally into the mat¬ 
ter as to whether or not that 
surveillanco which had been dis¬ 
cussed had been conducted by 
feiim and the FBI, by themselves, 

I or whether it had, as is supposed 
to be the case always, been ap- 
' proved by the attorney general. 

I “I found that it had always 
l^becn approved by the attorney 
general, as Mr. Hoover testified 
rin 1964 and 1965.” 
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UPI-166 

(WIRETAP) 

(SUB FOR FIRST FOUR PGHS IN UPI-142> 

WASHINGTON—FBI DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER WAS .QUOTED _ 

TODAY AS SAYING TIEN-ATTY, GEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY NOT ONLY ^ 
AUTHORIZED BUT PROPOSED A TELEPHONE WIRETAP ON MARTIN LUTHER KING 
JR. BECAUSE HE WAS WORRED ABOUT ALLEGATIONS THE CIVIL RIGHTS 

^^^IN^A^COPVRIGHTED^I^ERVIEW WITH THE WASHINGTON rw^Sr^lATf 
WIRETAP 

"I HAVE rrEVER AUTHORIZED INSTALLATION OF TECHNICAL ELECTRONIC 
DEVICES WITHOUT WRITTEN AUTHORITY OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL,* HOOVER 

’^“‘'iHE^NEWSPAkR SAID HOOVER REFUSED TO DESCRIBE THE Rf|ULJ| OF THE 
SURVEILLANCE, WHICH HIS ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR HAD SAID EARLIER WAS • 
"STRICTLY IN THE FIELD OF INTERNAL SECURITY* AND SATISFIED.ALL 

PROVISIONS LAID DOWN BY THE-PRESIDENT. . _ ntrr&M rur 

THE FBI DIRECTOR DID NOT SAY WHEN THE WIRETAPPING BEGAN, THE 
I STAR SAID. Byr DISCLOSED I^AS DISCONTINUED APRIL_3^ 

I NEARLY THkE YTAHS^EFDRE^KII^GnirAS ASSASSINATED IN MEMPHIS, 

'"^^NEiTKER^THE’FBrNOR THE JUSTICE OEPARTMENT.WOULD COMMENT ON 
THE REPORT OR THE DOCUMENTS CITED BY HOOVER. BOTH IT WAS THE 

OTHER'S RESPONSIBILITY TO DECIDE WHETHER THE MEMOS.SHOULD BE MADE 
PIIBI T C 

THE NEWSPAPER QUOTED HOOVER AS SAYING HE HAD A MEMORANDUM 
DATED JUNE. 1963. FROM COURTNEY EVANS, THEN ASSISTANT FBI DIRECTOR, 
REPORTING fHAT KENNEDY HAD ASKED ABOU^ THE FEASIBILITY OF INSTALLING 

I LISTENING DEVICES ON KING'S TELEPHONES. ___ 

THE EVANS MEMO, HOOVER SAID, SAID KENNEDY WAS CONCERNED ABOUT 
ALLEGATIONS THAT ^HE NEGRO LEADER WAS A STUDENT OF MARXISM ^D 
■ CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH MARXIST FOLLOWERS. ALTHOUGH KING DID-NOT- , , 
ESPOUSE THESE IDEAS BECAUSE OF HIS RELIGIOUS IDEAS./CiiL-T/.i^-ii'. 
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however, the secon ds aifiino- 
irandum cited by Hoover siiovvs 
that on October 7,1963, the FBI 
chief reported to Kennedy that it 
was then technically feasible to 
apply wiretaps to King’s tele¬ 
phones at headquarters of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference in Atlanta, Ga. and 
at an lamamed location in New 
[York. 

1 That memorandum constituted 
pie Flirs request forjfnnronryj 

to proceed with the wi telap pro-. 
]^sed by Kennedy four months 
before. The document bears in 
the lower left-hand corner the 
signature, "Robert F. Kenne¬ 
dy," and under the name the 
date "10-10-63." 

Hoover did not indicate to The 
Star'"When the surveillance was 
started but said the taps were 
discontinued on April 30,1965. At 
that time Nicholas Katzenbach 
was serving as Attorney Gener¬ 
al. 

Asked about the results of the 
electronic surveillance today, 
i Hoover declined comment. 

I The FBI director told The 
Star: "I have never authorized 
installation of technical electron¬ 
ic devices without written au¬ 
thority of the Attorney Gener¬ 
al." 

Today’s disclosures climaxed 
a long smoldering controversy 
lover the role of the FBI, a sub¬ 
ordinate bureau of the Justice 
Department, in using wiretaps 
or other electronic devices in 
investigative matters. The mat¬ 
ter came to a head Sunday w'hen 
; Carl Rowan, a columnist for The 
ptar, charged that the FBI had 
no authority to wiretap Dr. 
King’s conversations. He quoted 
former Attorney General Ram¬ 
sey Clark, who succeeded Kat- 
jZenbach, as saying “the implica- 
|tion that people thought Dr. 
!King was a security threat is 
ioutrageous." ^ 


Authorization Cited 

■■c_^ 

The Rowan charges prompted 
l\ssociate FBI Director Clyde A. 
Tolson to write to Rowan early 
this week defending legality of 
the King wiretaps. 

"For your information," Tol¬ 
son said in his letter, "the wire-j 
tap on Martin Luther King Jr, 
was specifically approved in ad¬ 
vance in writing by the late at 
torney general of the United 
States, Mr. Robert F. Kennedy.” 

ToLson added that the monitor¬ 
ing device W 3 .s "strictly in the 
field of internal security and 
therefore was within the provi¬ 
sion laid down by the President 
of the United States." 

Evans, now a Washington law¬ 
yer, was en route to Puerto Rico 
today and could not be reached 
for comment. However, Tuesday 
night Evans said he had no rec- 
oimiCTrbf whether a wireiap' 

a uthori zation directed at King,. 

' had~'ev^ been involved in his 
discussion with Kennedy. 

Aides to Sen. Edward M. Ken¬ 
nedy, D-Mass., said today he 
would have no comment on 
iHoover’s disclosure. 

* Hoover and Kennedy, affer the' 
latter became a New York sena-| 
tor, accused each other of being; 
responsible for use of hidden mi¬ 
crophones in investigations. 

Evans figured in that contro¬ 
versy when Kennedy made pub¬ 
lic a February, 1966, letter to 
him from Evans which made the 
point that the lise of hidden mi¬ 
crophones was not Kennedy’s re¬ 
sponsibility but suggest^ he 
may have directly approved the 
use of wiretaps on phones. That 
letter said the FBI sent national 
gecur ity wiretap requests to 
KCnneoy'for approval. —T 


Jt is reliably reported that 
KShneay was reminde r ' 031 tii^ 
KFBI that it still had in its files 
the authorizations signed by him 
as Attorney General for tele¬ 
phonic wiretaps. However, Hoo¬ 
ver did not disclose at that time 
any names of persons under 
wiretap surveillance with Ken¬ 
nedy’s approval. 

At that stage, Kennedy and 
hoover broke off the public ex¬ 
change of charges as if by mu¬ 
tual consent. This was regarded 
partly as due to Kennedy’s reali¬ 
zation that his signed authoriza¬ 
tions were still in FBI files, 
bartly to the FBI’s desire not to 
nave special attention drawn to 
its investigative techniques nor 
to engage in a battle with the 
Kenney forces that could have 
political overtones. 
f The Justice Department on 
Tuesday declined a direct an- 

I swer when asked for document^ 
! tion of Tolson’s contention in his 
letter to Rowan. But earlier this 
month, a Justice Department 
spokesman said Hoover was 
’"accurate in every respeef’^in 
I his repeated statements that aU 
wiretaps were being authorized 
jin advance and in writing by the 

( Attorney General during the 
time-span of the controversy. 

A Justice department s^kes- 
man, asked today if Attorney 
;General John N. Mitchell had 
igiven Hoover permission to 
discuss the contents of secret 
documents of the King wiretap¬ 
ping, replied simply, "no com¬ 
ment.” 

However, the spokeman re- 
(balled that the attorney general 
had declined to authorize di^ 
closures in court of the basic 
authority for the wiretapping. 
Such disclosures had been de¬ 
manded by defense lasers in 
the Houston draft evasion hear¬ 
ing for former boxing champion 
Cassius Clay. It was during that 
hearing that the King wiretap¬ 
ping was officially revealed for 
the first time, 
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IliiigPlione Wiretap Def c 

i Washington, June 18 (UPl)—Top aide to J. Edgar 
pToover said today that the FBI’s wiretap on the telephone 
of Martin Luther 1\ing Jr. had been authorized in writing 
by Robert F. 'Kennedy; then attorney general. __ 

Clyde A. Tolson, associate FBI ' ” ~ 

director, made the assertion in ujg gtatcment was made in a | 
disputing a charge that the wdre- lo newspaper columnist 

approved by the attorney general pubh.shcd Sunday, cited the wire- 
and involving only “national se- lapping of King’s phone in con- 
curity’* investigations. Itending that Hoover should be 

To lson s aid the King wiretap Removed fromoffist 
met SHTTr^hemenls. * . u “tor yomnnform^ioo. Tolson 


•wrote, “the wiretap on Marlin 
Luther King Jr. was specifically 
approved in advance in writing 
by the late attorneyt general of 
the United States, Mr. Robert F. 
Kennedy. This device Jvas strictly 
in the field of internal security 
and, therefore, was within the 
provisions laid down by the then 
nresident of the United States,” 
jf FBI agent Robert Nichols tes¬ 
tified that he had supervised the 
installation of a tap Jon King’s 
home phone in Atlanta.*” * 
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I FBI Reply fo Columnist 'I 


RFEC Okayed King Wiretap 


I A top aide to J. Edgar Hoover said yester- 
pay the FBIwiretap on the phone of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. was authorized in writ¬ 
ing by Robert F. Kennedy as attorney general. 

|[ Clyde A. Tolson, associate FBI director, 

thi^ nQcr^rtinn in Hicmitina a rhflrtrp 

I the wiretap violated legal and presidential res¬ 
trictions w’hich limited FBI wiretaps to per¬ 
sons approved by the attorney general and in¬ 
volving only "national security" investiga¬ 
tions. 

Mf. Toisun said the King wiretap met both 
requirements. 

His statement was made In a letter to news¬ 
paper columnist Carl T. Rowan, who in a col¬ 
umn published Sunday cited the wiretapping of 
Dr. King’s phone in contending that Mr. Hoo¬ 
ver should be removed from office. 
COLUMNIST REBUKED 
Mr. Tolson called Mr. Rowan’s column "ma- 

i licious” and "scurrilous.” His letter was dis¬ 
tributed to news agencies by the FBI. 

"For your information." Mr. Tolson wrote, 
"the wiretap on Martin Luther King Jr, was 
specifically approved in advance in writing by 
the late U.S. attorney general. Mr. Robert F. 
Kennedy. This device was strictly in the field 
of internal security and, therefore, was within 
the provisions laid down by the then U.S. Pres- 
jident." 

I The disclosur e that the FBI had tapped Dr, 
^King’s phone came earlier this month in Hous¬ 


ton at a court hearing into the charge by for¬ 
mer heavyweight boxing champion Cassius 
Clay that his conviction for refusing to be 
drafted was obtained on evidence illegally 
gained by wiretapping. 

i FBI agent Robert Nichols testified then that 
jhe had supervised the installation of a tap on 
Dr. King's home phone in Atlanta. Mr. Kenne¬ 
dy served as attorney general from 1961 to 
September, 1964. 

SHADOWED 

Mr. Rowan in his column, asserted that 
"Dr. King’s phones were tapped, his hotel 
rooms bugged and he was personally shad¬ 
owed right up to the time he was slain." 

He said that the wiretap violated Federal 

( law and the restrictions ordered by President 
Lvndon B. Johnson. He also charged that FBI 
^officials gave “tidbits" of information about 
Dr. King from the wiretapping to Southern 
i congressmen who opposed him and that "cer- 
Itain FBI officials were roaming the country 
* leaking to newspaper editors poisonous stories 
about Dr. King and what the buggings alleged¬ 
ly had revealed." 

I The Justice Department declined to com¬ 
ment on Mr. Tolson’s letter except to point to 
a statement it issued earlier this month. That 
statement described as "accurate in every res- 
t pect" congressional testimony by Mr. Hoover 
’ in 1965 that no wiretaps were undertaken with¬ 
out the attorney general’* w’rltten authoriza¬ 
tion. (UPD * 
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Assertion Is Made In 
Answer To Charge 
Against Hoover , 


oswai.d/^johvstov 

Kfr/oV fiii+flu vf Tht 


By 

{Waihfti(r/6n’£ii^au pf Tht 5unl 

V’ashinglon, June 18 — The 
fFBI, speaking through a top of¬ 
ficial, has formally declared the 
late Robert F. Kennedy respon¬ 
sible for the wiretap on Dr. 
Marlin LulheJ'^King. Jr,, during 
the last few years of his life. 

^#/wv r%, UJ* 

^rector of the FBI and nominal 
teecond-in-command to J. Edgar 
Hoover, made t)je a.fsertion in 
reply to a newspaper column¬ 
ist's charge that the tap violated 
federal law and national policy. 

The letter, on official letter¬ 
head, was addressed Monday to 
Carl T. Rowan, the columnist, 
and to the editor of the Washing¬ 
ton Star, which carried the dis- 
jputed column Sunday. The FBI 
made copies of the letter gen¬ 
erally available today. 

“Personally Shadowed” 

In his Sunday column. Mr.j 
Rowan staled that the late civil 
rights leader’s “phones were 
tapped, his hotel rooms bugged, 
«nd he personally shadowed 
right up to the lime he was 
slain in Memphis on April 4 ,' 
JfffiS,” 

Tlie column noted Ih.Tl Hnm^jey 
Clark, the Attorney Cienernl In 
office at the close of the Johii- 
Json a tl mini steal ion. denied FBI 
authority to eavesdrop on Dr. 
King. 

' It charged that the surveil¬ 
lance violated a federal statute 
and an executive order signed 
.by President Johnson in June, 
jl^5, and it called for Mr. Hoo-^ 
|,ver’s immediate removal fromj 
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f failed “Malirioufl^_^ 

.'m7. ToTsou’S reply denounced 
column as “m^cious” and 
’declared that the King, tap had| 
befen properly authorized at itSi 
inception by Mr. Kennedy, who^ 
jtas then Attorney General. ; 

The reply made no reference, 
to the columnist’s charge thali 

ral 

»IiC VCip ^ oo ---- 

years after Mr. Kennedy’s de¬ 
parture from the Justice Depart¬ 
ment and in apparent defiance 
of later orders to remove it. 
fFBI and Justice Department 
officials issued a firm “nocom- 
I mcnl” today when questioned on 
1 this phase of the controversy. 

Mitchell Keeps Mum 

j John N. Mitchell, the Attorney 
C"..........! hepn ripscrihed as 

most unwilling to enler the lat- 
fct controversy over FBI eaves¬ 
dropping activities, and his 
spokesmen have been reluctant 
to discuss the King tap 
since its existence was disclosed 
during a court hearing in Hous- 
' ton early this month. 

The actual date the King lap 
.was removed, a fact recorded in 
1 Justice Department files, ^ has 
never been divulged, As'xea lOr 
corroboration of Mr. Tolson s 
Claim that the tap was first put 
' on with the approval of Mr, Ken¬ 
nedy, department spokesmen 
again declined comment. 

It is known, however, that top 
officials ini the Justice Dcpart-i 
171601 were informed of the con-j 
f ents of the Tolson letter before 

it was sent. '* 

“iiy attention has been called! 
to the malicious article which! 
■■ in the Sun^jUjuStoiD 
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(Mount Clipping in Spocc Bctow) 


SIsS'pillQ' SsCTStS 


The «;v:riIor of Martin Lntlicr King: 
..'r. Meraplv;s seemcvi to catch him at 
•.he i^eak of his career, even eievating 
him in death in the minds of many 
,".ver wh-t he really had. been in Jife, 
v.-hich was in some rcspccU an 
enijjma. 

» I -, 1 ; t \r a i'Mrtrfiil 

oracor, nn effective coordinator and 
cap'Itaiizer oz opportunity, King had 
been, both hailed with the Nobel 
“Peace*’ Prize for stirring strife and 
roundly condemned for connections 
with Pvcds and pro-Reds, 

Somehow, the tragedy of tho crime 
that ended his life seemed to soften 
the harsh viev of many and the sus¬ 
picions were hit, for the most part, 
unanswered and fading. 

Then a few days ago, a li’oeral 
Xegro columnist, Carl Rowan, chose 
to stir the King record somewhat to 
make an attack on FBI Director J. 


torncy general of the United^ States, 
Mr. Robert F. Kennedy.' This device 

Ti;ri-vV mi ^ ^v*.w w; ^ 

security and, therefore, was loithin 
the provisions Iftid down by the then . 
President of tJi^e United States/* \ 
(Kmphasis added.) j 

This is important^ King was under . s 


i iLdgar £^UU¥Ci^ 


surveillance in connection with the 
nation's internsd security. 

What was the secret record of King 
that caused such a move to be made*? 

The public doesn’t know. Perhaps 
it should. 

Speaking in Chattanooga some time 
before King was murdered, Sen. 
Strom Thurmond, R-S.C., declared 
that if the American people knew 
j| what the FBI file on Martin Luther 
King Jr. contained, there would be an 
immediate end to King’s power, in¬ 
fluence and prestige. The senator 
was not at liberty to divulge tho in- 


Hoover quit his office. 

{ In essence, Rowan ch.arged FBI 
I Director Hoover with official wrong¬ 
doing—a serious charge. Rowan 
|.rlaim_ed that tho FBI "had tapped 
King’s phone witliout proper authori¬ 
ty. 

Kow the charge has backfired on 
Rowan—and perhaps on King. 

Clyde A. Toison, FBI associate di¬ 
rector. reported the King wiretap 
“was specifically approved in advance 
in UTiting" by the attorney general 
at that time. 


Summaries of the tapped phone 
talks involving King reportedly have * 
been given a House Appropriations 
Subcommittee headed by Rep. John 
Rooney, D-N.Y. The information was 
said to be so alarming in connecting 
King with figures in the Communi.st 
movement that it was brought to the 
■attention of high national officials. 

But it wasn’t made public. With 
the King assassination, the sleeping' 
secrets seemed destined never to be 
awakened. 

But now Rowan, a King partisan< 


And here is the Idcker: that at- | and Hoover attacker, seems to nave 

' £sr\t\r\i^tl tlifk im aGfaiii4 It is 


a liberal favorite of the King clique— unlikely that the full truth about 


Bobby Kennedy, who later was also ilartin Luther King will now emerge 


murdered. So here it was—^King’s 
telephone tapped by approval of 
Bobbv Kennedy. 

Why? 

"For your information," Tolsoa 
I*wrote to Rowan, "the •..drotap on M.ar- 
tin Luther King Jr. was specifically 
J approved writin,ir..hy. .the lato .at- 


But there is reason to recall Sen. 
Thurmond's evaluation that if the 
truth were known, if King were real¬ 
ly known, he would appear in a far 
different light from that in which 
he has been so .widely cast. 

It would be good for th e pub lic to 
know the full truth. 


,Jr, <’n<!prr 

!r, rnllob; 


:iv. 

Mr. Galx? 
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June 15, 1%9 concerning Mr.^J. 
If^iT^ aT t ^QOver, direcior oi Ine 
iNi. 

"For your information, the 
I wiretap on Marlin Luther King. 
Ir., was specifically approved in 
advance in writing by the late 
Attorney General of the United 
Slates. Mr. Robert F. Kennedy. 
This device was strictiy in the 
field of national security and, 
theretore, was within the provi¬ 
sions laid down by the then 
President of the United Slates. 

‘Tt is to be hoped that you will 
give the same publicity to this 
letter as was given to your scur¬ 
rilous editorial.” 

Charges Were Traded 
Mr. Kennedy, who was Attor¬ 
ney General from January, 1961, 
until September, 1964, traded 
{charges with Mr. Hoover three 
years ago over the question of 
Responsibility for the FBI's ex¬ 
tensive bugging and wiretapping 
of suspected mobsters. 

Mr. Kennedy then sought to 
disclaim responsibility of much 
of this activity hy citing a Feb¬ 
ruary, 1966, letter to him from 
Courtney A. Evans, who had 
teen assistant FBI director and 
chief liaison officer with the 
Uustice Department during Mr. 
Kennedy’s tenure as Attorney 
General. * .> . ^ -j 

Tu ^ i^ er said the onty jlre-' 


tap authorizations ‘‘which were ! 

& 4/5.^71711 led to MVv"j iroy | 
involved “serious national secu- ■ 
rity casc.s”—a category which, 
In the FBI view, could have in¬ 
cluded Dr. King. 

Johnson Order 

The government's eavesdrop¬ 
ping activities were sharply cur¬ 
tailed by an executive order 
signed by Pre.sident Johnson 
June 30, 1965. By its terms, all 
wiretaps were to be suspended 
except "where the national secu¬ 
rity is at stake.” 

The order also specified that 
no tap in existence on that date 
could be continued "without first 
obtaining the approval of the At¬ 
torney General ” 

Stated Flatlcy 

Nicholas Deb. Katzenbach. 
then Attorney General, declined 
to discuss the issue when 
reached by reporters today. Re¬ 
liable sources have confirmed,' 
however, that the King tap was ' 
ordered discontinued by Mr. i 
Katzenbach. ' ' ■ 


Ramsey Clark, who took over 
command of the Justice Depart¬ 
ment in October, 1966, has slated 


flalley that “no wiretap or elec-^ 
tronic surveillance was author-’ 
ized on Dr. King while I was 
A Clouicj - rfe neral.” >•_ ^ ^ ^ 
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BY CI.ARK?«-1'; .lONBS 

Fret Prest Wiihintton SU(/ 
WASHINGTON—The public 
nutcry over jhc spying onJNI^r- 
lin Luthcr^inii: ha'^ bmupht 
into tile open parts of a .story 
that jias horn -whispered In 
Washington for fivr years. 


The story is not nattering 
either to the slain civil right.s 
leader or to the varioiis law 
enforcement agencies In- 
• volved. 


Newly uncovered highlights 
include: 


!• The FBI eavesdropped on 
King as part of an internal 
security investigation. The 
original surveillance was ap¬ 
proved in writing by Robert 
F. Kennedy -when he was at¬ 
torney general. 


• The stalcmenLs of RoVrl 
Kennedy, former attorney gen- 
[cral Ramsey Clark, and FBI 
pirector J. Edgar Hoover have 
.sometimes been misleading 
and politica lly insniuc d. 


Kennedy, for instance, in a 
|)Ubltc row with HcK>vcr over 
fthe original decision to use 
electronic surveillance on a 
broad basis, said in December. 
.1968 that he had not been 
l^’are of all FBI bugginj; and 
wiretapping aclivjly. 


Hoover replied that this wa.s 
"absolutely incoiu-civftMe.” 


Clark, in ^. slaleinent.s 
since the Jwwlission by 
|an FBI agent that King's 
telephone was tapped. ha.s left 
the Imprc.ssion that he never 
knew of the surveillance on 
King. 

Reading Clark's quotes 
carefully, however, jvu dls- 
rover that he ha? denied 
knowlciige of any electrnnic 
p\!rvc\U:sDre of King taking 
place only while he wa.s at- ^ 
torney general. 

"If Clark didn't know nbouf 
the King stuff, he was th«- 
only one In the .lustier Ruilil- 
liig fbaf didn't." an eniplo.ve 
during tlie Johnson nduiinis- 
Iration safri tVedm^I.ay. 

I The FBI’s lapping and bug¬ 
ging of King ended, the Free 
Pre.sfl leaJ'ncd, during the 
brief period between the lime 
Katzenbach left and Clark be¬ 
came attorney general. 

It was discontinued, along 
with other .surveillances, dur- 
Jug the Kennedy-Hoovor fra¬ 
cas in 1966 and -^’as not rein- 
.staied after Clark became at¬ 
torney general. ^ 


The r eenrdincs and clan¬ 
destine pictures were .svipi'‘Os- 
ed to .show the immorality of 
the BapliPt preacher during 
his civil rights crusades 
around the country. 

Although the invitations in¬ 
ferred that the FBI had made 
i the tapes, they were actu¬ 
ally recorded by various po- 

f ire agencies and then 
hared with the FBI. 

The FBI liad Its own bugs 
and wiretaps on King at the 
same lime, but these’ were 

Rmnmarize.d In. written f orm 

d.iily and then the tapes were 
erased. ' 


IXIRMKK Attorney General 
Nicholas KaUrnbach ex¬ 
plained to tl'C Free Press 
Wedne.sday how the statements 
of both men were true but in¬ 
complete. 


Kennedy, according to Katz- 
ibach, would give original 
>proval to spy 



, a perk^iijQ 
'it up. A yeY 

i’c' aW ., 

.vllether IWtsivj 
In effect. 


LN AN ENtSl At counter- 
^(tac k, the FBI lain Wednes¬ 
day tssued lopit'S of a letter to. 
newspaper i-olumnlst Carl T.| 
Rowan. Rowan wrote Sunday 
that the wiretapping Of King 
wa.« illeg.il and violated pres-'- 
idenlial reBtriclions UieL Um-: 
iled electix»nieV'H)rVcIiTrinrp to, 
national security investiga¬ 
tions. He called for Hoover’s 
I csignatiou. 

I As.sociale FBI Director 
^lyde A. Tolson called Ro¬ 
wan's column malicious nnd 
scurtihni.s, 

Toisoii aKo tsaicl for the fii'si 
liuie ofliciiiUy that (he King 
wiretap was authorized fii, 
w riling by KoImt! Kcimeily 
wliilp ho was altorney gen- 
rral. 

?’'our years ago, highly 

^ laced FBI agents were in- 
iting congrc.ssmcn and news¬ 
men to. hear "the Martin 
Ivuthor King tapes" apparent- j 

I y in an effort to back up J. 
^dgar Hoover's alalement 
ithat King^iiis<«’*'*h3i:c most no¬ 
torious liar In the country.*^ 


KATZKNB.^f'II, now’ work¬ 
ing as an rxectUiv’e for IBM 
in New' A’'ork, refused to com¬ 
ment on the King case Wed¬ 
nesday. but he did clearly de¬ 
fine JJi.stice Department policy 
on electronic surveillance un¬ 
der Kennedy. 

When Kennedy w'as altoniay 
general. Katzenbach said, Ije 
would give his approval for 
I he FBI to bug or wiretap an 
individual, but had no follow¬ 
up. 

"I'm the one that changed 
th.-tt," Katzenbach said. 
knew at imy one time what 
was going on. Berom that, 
once it was approved, It ja«t 
kept on going. U coiihl be tak¬ 
en off and you wouldn’t know 
it. It w as * an Ind cfinit e ap¬ 
proval.” 
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Under Katzenbach and 
Clark, the attorney general 
wa.s gi^'cn a list every three 
months of those then under 
suivciilnnec. ■> 

Asked about the offers to 
cougre.samcn nnd new'amcn to 
be.tr tapes of King’s convoV- 
snlions. KiUzcnbnch .said, "I’ve 
lu-acd the same things you've 
heard, but I had no fir.st-hand 
knowledge of it. 

“I really don’t think 1 C!tn 
comment any further because 
this is .still before the courtft. 
:it’.s very hard to make a 
comment on a matter like thi s 
w'ithout saying ever^T wh ■§ . th et 
ought to be said." _ 
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.B./. Says Kennedy 
Approved Wiretap 
On Dr. King’s Phot^ 

- 9- J 

WASHINGTON, June 17 (AP) 

t —The Federal Bureau of Inves- 
igation atUcked as “scurri¬ 
lous” today a report that its 
[[director, J. Edgar Hoover, had 
‘acted on his own in wiretap¬ 
ping the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
Kmg Jr. 

The wiretap “was specifical¬ 
ly approved in advance in writ¬ 
ing” by the Attorney General, 
.the late Robert F. Kennedy, the 
said. 

The bureau released the text 
of a letter written by Clyde A/ 
iTolson, associate director, to 
Carl T. Rowan, the columnist. 
Iwho denounced Mr. Hoover on 
jSunday and called for the di¬ 
rector’s resignation. 

1 The letter said: 
j “My attention has been called 
to the malicious article which 
you wrote in The Washington 
[Sunday Star on June. 15, .1969, 
concerning Mr, J. Edgar Hoo 
tv pr. dirpT^o r of the F.B.l. 

J your 


information, the 


wiretap on Martin Luther Ki ng 
Jr. was specifically approved in 
advance in writing by the late 
Attorney General of United 
States, Mr. Robert F. Kennedy. 
[This device was strictly in the 
field of internal security and, 
therefore, was within the pro¬ 
visions laid down by the then 
President of the United States., 

“It is to be hoped that you. 
[Will give the same publicity toj 
this letter as was given to your 
scurrilous editorial.” 

The fact that the Govern¬ 
ment wiretapped the as.sassi- 
nated civil rights leader's phone 
was confirmed two weeks ago 
[during hearings in Houston, on 
whether the conviction of Cas¬ 
sius Clay, the former heavy¬ 
weight boxing champion, was 
tainted by illegally obtained evi 
dence. Clay is appealing a sen¬ 
tence for refusing induction 
into the armed forces. 

The Justice Department, at 
that time, said that Clay at no 
time had been the target of a 
iGovernment wiretap. But a 
spokesman said some of his 
conversations were overheard 
[during other wiretapping oper¬ 
ations. ' ** 
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IFBI Official Asserts RFK Appr. 
Wiretapping of Dr. King’s Telep hone 


United Press Inlernniloiinl 

A lop aide to J. Eduar Hoo- 
^ or said yesterday the FBI’s 
wiretap on the telephone of 
Ihe^Rcv. Dr, Martin Luther 
K mg J r. had''beth''aulK6ri7,ed 
in ■writins by Robert F, Ken-, 
nedy when he was Attorney 1 
' (Jencral. j 

. Clyde A. Tolson, Associate ' 
'^PBI'Director, made the asscr-j 
lion in di.sputing a charge that' 
the wiretap violated legal and 
presidential restrictions which 
Jlimited FBI wiretaps to per¬ 
sons approved by Itie Attorney 
General and involving only 
“national security” investiga¬ 
tions. 

Tolson said tbe King wire¬ 
tap met both requirements. 

His statement was made in a 
letter to newspaper columnist' 
pari T. R owan, who.in^a cot-; 
umn published Sunday 

^'=lunday Star cited the wire-i 
i I fa jy piiig •‘ ’of King’s pnone in 
i Icontending that Hoover 
j should be removed from of- 
' ficc. 

“For your information,” 
Tolson wrote, “the wiretap on | 
Martin ;Lutber King Jr. was' 
specifically approved in ad¬ 
vance in writing by the late 
Attorney General of the 
United Stales, Mr. Robert F. 
Kennedy. This device was 
strictly in the field of internal 
. security and, therefore, was 
'within the provisions laid 
down by the then President of 
the United States.” 

I The disclosure that the FBI t 
had tapped Mr. King’s phone! 
came this month in Houston atj 
a court hearing into the! 
i charge by former heav yweight^ 
i !wxin ig~rftamplon CasshiS*CTay 

J - - . 

tliat his conviction for refi^’,^^ 
ills Ta[ tju*'dra£ted was dniaini^ 
on evidence illegally gained 
by wiretapping. 

I FBI agent Robert Nichols 
testified that he had super¬ 
vised the installation of a tap 
on Mr. King’s home phone in 
.Atlanta. 

j Kennedy served as Attorney 
General from 1961 to Septem¬ 
ber, 1964, wl^n Nicholas DeB. 
Katzenbach ' succeeded him. 

f lzenbach was succeeded in 
7^by itamscy Clark. 

aug: 


1 Katzenb ach. contacted 
Uerday ill New York, wncre ne 
!is general counsel and vice 
' president of International 
Business Machines Corp., said 
about King’s phone: “I had 
knowledge (about) whether it 
was or was not tapped.” 


He would not comment fur¬ 
ther or clarify his statement 
except to say, “I obviously 
can’t talk about it. 1 don’t 
think it should be discussed 

I by me, by the Justice Depart¬ 
ment or by anyone.” 

Clark said that as Attorney 
General he had required the 
IfbI to furnish him with a list 
every three months of the 
names of persons w’hose 
phones were being tapped. 
Clark said Mr. King’s name 
had never been on the list. 

Nichols’ testimony indicated 
the King wiretap had contin¬ 
ued until his assassination in 
Memphis April 4, 1968, when 
Clark was Attorney General. 

Clark, contacted at his Vir¬ 
ginia home, insisted he had no 
knowledge > of any wiretap in¬ 
volving Mr.-King. The former 
Attorney General said, “No 
wiretap or electronic surveill- 
ence was authorized on Dr. 
King while I was Attorney 
General.” | 

Because of his order for aj 
report every three months, ■ 
Clark said he would have | 
known about a King wiretap. 
He added, in an interview de-, 
nying that he had authorized aj 
wiretap, that “the implication 
that people thought Dr. King 
w-as a security threat isoutra- ' 
^geous.” 
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I The FBI has a lo! nuiio .'xplaining to do about its motives 
i for spying on the late i)r. Martin Luther King. 

It ha.s publicly dC'cribed’riS "niniicious” a column written 
by Carl Rowan that criticized the tapping of Dr. King’s 
phones. 

Clyde Tolson, associate FBI director, says the wiretapping 
was done for “national security” reasons, with the approval 
of the late Robert Kennedy, then attorney general. 

That doesn’t come even close to telling it. 

I ONE THING IT DOESN’T EXPLAIN, is the following inci- 
j dent: 

About four years ago, an ex-FBI agent I knew asked me to 
join him for a round of golf. 

After the rG..ac!. we sat in the clubhouse chatting. He 
j vorked the conversation around‘to Dr. King. ' 

He told me the FBI had been using a variety of electronic 
yavesdroppirg devices on Dr. King. Besides tapping his 
phone, they had planted listening devices in hotel rooms hd 
used while traveling. 

The result, he said, was a very thick file on Dr. King. 

He gave me some examples. 

They were very personal things. They W’ere things I’m 
sure Dr. King would not want anyone else to know about. If 
you bugged almost anyone’s bedroom long enough, you 
would hear things that person didn’t want anyone else to 
know about. 

; BUT NONE OF THE THING.S this ex-FBI agent told me 
reflected in any way on Dr. King’s loyalty, his Americanism, 
or seemed to be remotely related to national security. 

Nor did they icilcct on his role as a leader in the civil 
rights crusade, a winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, or a 
figure of historic inipoi taiice. 

I a.ski'd the ex-I* III agent if hi.s infoimntion was merely 
gossip or if he was sure about it. 

He said he had Visited .7. Edgar Hoover in Washington and 
had been briefed on the contents of the King file. • ‘ 

It w’as not uncommon, he said, for trusted ex-agents to be 
let in on such things. 

Obviously, I was supposed to be shocked by the things he 
told me. And I was. But not for the reasons he assumed. 

The shocking part of it was that he was actually silting 
there telling me such things. 

■^ey were none of my business, ai^ they were none of hts 
butiness. They were nobody’s bu-sin^s but Dr. King’s. j 

l^QftftlNGlNG, on a level with thi 
l^cst scan^l m.lgazincs'tiiwYransom-pccking publications. 
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, Thrre nVv'is no doubt in my mind then, and none now, that 
.t^vas being leaked to me-(or the purpose of discrediting Dri' 
K'ng. 

The same type of tiling, 1 ha\'c since learned, occurred ir, 
c-her cities, with other newsmen. I 

t And it doesn’t take much tmaghiation to figure out why. 

I Dr. King and Hoover liad engaged in a furious public quar* 
rel. Hoover, quite cletirly, did not like Dr. King. 

That’s why I suggest tiie FBI hasn't given an adequate ex- ' 
planation. 

! If the wiretapping was being done for national security, I 
pre.sume that it should have been kept a big .secret. 

Secret? How nnich of n secret was it if a newspaper col- 
1 umnist in Chicago knew of the eavesdropping? Or if a for* 
mer agent — a private citizen — could talk about it? 
j (For the record, the ex-agent was not a two-bit gumshoe 
I given to flights of fancy. He was then a well known and 
I highly respected investigator. He is today a famous and 
i powerful man.') 


AND IS THE PURPOSE OF SUCH official eavesdropping 
to gather .spite material, transom-peeking tidbits that will be 
whispered in the ears of opinion-makers? 

That, of course, is the greatest danger from Big Brother 


and his big ear. 

f thal’.s what Dr. King’s file was used for, then I’ll gladlj^ 
se 'ond Rowan's suggestion that Hoover he replaced. j 
The scandal-sheet business should be left to private indufr 
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WIKKT.'VPS arc in the news 
again. This time, editorial eyebrows 
were raised high in shock and sur- 

I prise over the report that the Fed¬ 
eral Bureau of Investigation had 
tapped the phones of the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

“ As has become customary, the 
ultra-liberals expressed horror and 
immediately called (again) for the 
[resignation of J. Edgar Hoover, the 
I FBI director. 

But last week a top official of 
lire FBI said that the official wire- 
lapping of Dr..King’s phones had 
bpen done with the advance approv¬ 
al of the late Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy. 

\ 

' CLYDE A, TOLSON, -the bu- 

: reau’s associate director, defended 

the much - criticized tapping of 
I King's phones in a letter addressed 
to Carl T. Rowan, a columnist for 
i The Washington Sar, who attacked 

I [Hoover in an article in that 
I newspaper last Sunday. 

I “For your information,’* Tolson 

j wrote to the columnist, “the wire- 

I tap on Martin Luther King, Jr., 

I was specifically approved in ad¬ 

vance in writing by the late attorney 
general oi the United States, Mr. 
j Robert F. Kennedy.” 
i I Rowan had accused Hoover of 
i “abuse of and contempt for the 
I i law” in tapping the King phones. 

I But Tolson said the monitoring was 
I done “strictly in the field of inter- 
i' jial security, and, therefore, was 
; within the provision laid down by 
1 the then President of the United 
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WE HAVE NEVER understood 
why the business of electronic 
eavesdropping —- by w h a t e v e r • 
method •— has always caused the 
ultra-liberal crew such agony. It is 
not necessarily a reflection on the 
person directly involved, since ti*c 
investigators’ interest may be in 
other persons who call in to the 
tapped phone and may even be 
done to protect the reputation or 
the very life of the person directly 
involved. 

It was evidence gathered by wirp 
tapping in the income tax case of 
Robert G. (Bobby) Baker, the pro¬ 
tege of former President Johnson, 
that “broke” the case. It was or¬ 
dered by former Attorney General 
Kennedy — the story at the time 
being that Kennedy was seeking in¬ 
formation that would persuade his 
brother. President Kennedy, to drop 
Johnson as his running mate in 
1964. 

MANY PEOPLE ASK to have 
taps put on their phones in order 
to trace cranks, blackmailers and 
moutliers of obscenities. 

Citizens with nothing to hide 
generally raise no furious objection 
to the use of electronic eavesdrop¬ 
ping aids, altliough of course no¬ 
body likes to have his privacy in¬ 
vaded. It is the captains and lieu¬ 
tenants of the criminal underworld, 
along with the saboteurs and the 
international plotters who princi¬ 
pally object to methods which they 
^^^^-.themselves use freely. 
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IFBI Says Kennedy 
OKd King Wiretap 


j U ByLYLESpENNISTON 

I 1 '—Sraf'SS^rWnffr"' 

I A top official of the FBI has 
claimed that official w^lapping 
on Dr. Marlin Luther .'King Jr. 
had the acfvahce approval of the: 
late Ally. G«i. Robert T. Ken-, 
nedy. i 

Clyde A. Tolson, the bureau’s 
associate director, defended the 
legality of,the much-criticized; 
tapping of* King's phone in a 
letter dated Monday. 

The letter was sent to Carl T. 
Rowan, a columnist for The 
Star, and was intended as an' 
answer to an article Rowan 
wrote for last Sunday’s edition, 
attacking FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover for the electronic spying 
on King. A copy of the letter; 
was sent to the editor of The 
Star. 

“For your information,” Tol- 
son wrote to the columnist, “the 
wiretap on Martin Luther King 
Jr. was specifically approved in 
advance in writing by the late 
attorney general of the United 
States, Mr, RobertF. Kennedy,”, 

First Revealed in Houston 

Tolson added that the monitor¬ 
ing device “was strictly in the 
field of internal security, and, 
therefore, was within the provi¬ 
sion laid down by the then Presi-i 
dent of the United Stales.” j 
Rowan, reached by telephone j 
in Little Rock, Ark,, comment-1 
ed: “I find Mr. ToJson's revela¬ 
tion interesting, and I have sub¬ 
mitted to him additional ques¬ 
tions seeking information to 
which 1 think the American pub- 
, lie is entitled, look forward to 
his reply.” 

The first official revelation 
that King had been the subject 
; pf FBI wiretapping came earli¬ 
er this month in a federal court 
hearing in Houston. 

Robert Nichols, a special 
pgent in the FBI office in Atlan¬ 
ta, testified that he had super¬ 
vised a device attached to the 
h'lephone lines at King's home 
there. 

The wiretap apparently was 


installed sometime in .j9W, and 
tncifft na^e been indicanufis ,'i^ 
the wiretapping continued for 
some time after that, perhaps 
j until shortly before King’s assas¬ 
sination April 4, 19G8. Kennedy 
jwas attorney general from Janu- 
jary 1961 until Sept. 3,1964. 

. If the wiretapping had the spe-1 
icific approval of the attorney 
general, and if it was used as 
part of a “national security” in¬ 
vestigation, it apparently was 
not operated in violation of legal 
restrictions in effect at the time. 

Tolson’s letter seemed clearly 
designed to show that both as- 
oects of legality had been met 
by the FBI. His letter was 
prompted by comments by the 
columnist that Hoover had been 
flouting the law by permitling 
the wiretap on King’s phone. Ro- 
Iwan directly accused Hoover of 
“abuse of contempt for the 
' law.” 

Branding this a “malicious” 
and “scurrilous” article, Tolson 
; invited Rowan to give his an- 

f wer wide publicity. 

The FBI’s new defense of it¬ 
self seemed likely to start a new 
round of public dispute over the 
official responsibility for the use 
pf electronic listening ^ 

I Tnrdc Vears ago. Hoover and 
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Kj)bert Kennedy, then a U.S. 
sehaWr Tfom New Yortrrffrrunf 
public charges that each otlier 
was responsible for approval of 
the use of hidden microphones, 
as opposed to direct wiretap, for 
investigation. 

At that time, the late senator 
made public a letter to him dat¬ 
ed Feb. 17, 19C6, from Courtney 
A. Evans, who had been assist¬ 
ant FBI director while Kennedy 
Was attorney general. 

While Kennedy relied on that 
letter to help him make the 
point that the use of hidden' 
microphones was not Kennedy’s! 
responsibility, the letter did car¬ 
ry a paragraph which suggests 
that Kennedy had been involved 
directly in approving the use of 
wiretaps. 

The paragraph read: “On Jan. 
10,1961, while you were attorney 
general designate, a memoran¬ 
dum was delivered to you fur¬ 
nishing a summary on the use 

wiretapping by the FBI in 
serious national security cases. 
Thereafter, individual requests 
in these serious national security 
'cases for wiretap authorization 
^ere sent to you by the FBI 
for approval. These were the 
only wiretap authorization which 
were ever submitted to you.” 

Evans, now a Washington law¬ 
yer, said last night that he sim¬ 
ply had no recollection about 
whether a wiretap authorization 
directed at King had ever been 
involved in his discussion with 
Kennedy. 

If the King wiretap was in¬ 
stalled any time during 1964, 
and if it did have approval by 
I the attorney general, that could; 
have come only from Kennedy I 
or his successor, Nicholas deB. | 
Katzenbach. 

Katzenbach, reached by tele- 







phone m Afmonk, N.Y./declined 
to comment on Tolson's asser¬ 
tion. He noted that the King 
wiretap is presently involved “in 
,litigation”--a reference to the 
Houston case, which is a draft 
evasion prosecution of former 
heavyweight boxing champion 
Cassius Clay. 

Aides to Kennedy suggested 
last night that, during 1964, the 
period after the assassination of 
his brother, President John F. 
Kennedy, the attorney general’s 
interest in some of his official 
affairs flagged. 

I At the time, Katzenbach, was 
Kennedy deputy at the Justice 
Department. 

A later attorney general 
Ramsey Clark, has told report¬ 
ers that he personally had never 
given approval for wiretapping 
on King. Clark also has said he 
Required the FBI to tell liim ev¬ 
ery three months the names of 
people being monitored electron¬ 
ically and that King’s name was 
never reported to him in that 
category. 

If the wiretapping had contin¬ 
ued until shortly before King’s 
death, it would have been in 
operation during Clark’s leader¬ 
ship of the department. 

Tolson’s letter to Rowan, while 
saying that the wiretap on King 
had &en “specifically author- 
. ized” by Kennedy, did not say 
directly that King himself was 
the subject under investigation. 

In addition, Tolson did not in¬ 
clude with his letter a copy of 
the specific document upon 
which the claim of authorization 
apparently was based. 

Testimony at the Houston 
hearing appeared to indicate 
that King himself was the sub¬ 
ject of the investigation, and 
that this was the reason that his 


telephone had been tappecTTor 
long periods of time, 
f A Justice Department spokes¬ 
man, asked whether there was 
any document to support the 
claim in Tolson’s letter, declined 
a direct answer last night. How¬ 
ever, the .spokesman referred to 
a statement issued by the de¬ 
partment earlier this month 
j^vhich had said that Hoover was 
“accurate in every respect” 
when he had repeatedly told 
Congress all wiretaps had been 
authorized in advance and in 
i writing by the attorney general 
in office at the time the tapping 
was proposed. 

The spokesman thus appeared 
to be implying that Tolson’s let¬ 
ter also was an accurate de¬ 
scription of authorization_ 
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IFB! Claims 
Tappmg of 

LYLE DENNISTON 

y SUr SUtf Writer . 

I A top official of the FBI has 
claimed that official wiretapping, 
on Dr, Martin Luther'King Jr, i 
had the advance approval'of the 
late Atty. Gen. Robert F. Ken-! 
nedy. 1 

Clyde A. Tolson, the bureau’s- 
associate director, defended the' 
legality of the much-criticized 
tapping of King’s phone in a 
letter dated Monday, 

The letter was sent to Carl T. 
Rowan, a columnist for The; 

Star, and was intended as an 
answer to an article Rowan 
wrote for last Sunday’s editkm, 
Attacking FBI Director J. Edgar 
ihoover for the electronic spying 
on King. A copy of the letter 
was sent to the editor of Tbej 
Star. ! 

“For your information,” Tol¬ 
son wrote to the columnist, “the 
wiretap on Martin Luther King 
Jr. was specifically approved in 
advance in writing by the late 
attorney general of the United 
; States, Mr. Robert F. Kennedy.”, 

' 1 * 

First Revealed in Houston 

Tolson added that the monitor¬ 
ing device “was strictly in the, 
field of internal security, and,* 
therefore, was within the provi-^ 
sion laid down by the then Presi -1 
dent of the United States.” I 

The first public revelation that; 

King had been the subject of, 

FBI wiretapping came earlier! 
this month in a federal court; 
hearing in Houstonn ^ j 

Robert Nichols, a special 
^gent in the FBI office in Atlan-l 
ta, testified that he had super-i 
vised a device attached to the 
telephone lines at King’s home 
there, j 

The wiretap apparently was, 
installed sometime in t9W, and 
there have bo<'n indications that' 
llie wiretapping continurd for 
some time after that, perhaps 
until shortly before King’s assas¬ 
sination April 4, 1968. Kennedy 
was attorney general from Janu¬ 
ary 1961 until Sept. 3,196i- 
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I ff the wiretapping had the s^ 
Icific approval of the attorney 
general, and if it was used as 
part of a “national security” in¬ 
vestigation, it apparently was 
not operated in violation of legal 
restrictions in effect at the time.; 

I Rowan Blasts Hoover | 

Tolson’s letter seemed clearly 
[designed to show that both as- 
Ipects of legality had been met 
py the FBI. His letter was 
[prompted by comments by the 
Ibolumnist that Hoover had been 
flouting the law by permitting 
the wiretap on King’s phone. Ro¬ 
wan directly accused Hoover of 
“abuse of contempt for the 
law.” i 

Branding this a “malicious” 

' and “scurrilous” article, Tolson 
invited Rowan to give his an¬ 
swer wide publicity. 

I The FBI’s new defense of it¬ 
self seemed likely to start a new 
round of public dispute over the 
official responsibility for the use 
of electronic listening devices. 

( Three years ago. Hoover and 
Robert Kennedy, then a U.S.; 
senator from New York, traded 
public charges that each other 
was responsible for approval of 
the use of hidden microphones, 
as opposed to direct wiretap, for 
mvesiigation. '*— 
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/ I Kennedv Released Letter 


j At thalTlme, the late senator 
[made public a letter to him dat¬ 
ed Feb. 17,1966, from Courtney 
,A. Evans, who had been assist- 
jfent FBI director while Kennedy 
iwas attorney general. 

I While Kennedy relied on that 
■ letter to help him make the 
i point that the use of hidden 
microphones was not Kennedy’s 
responsibility, the letter did car¬ 
ry a paragraph which suggests 
that Kenney had been involved 
directly in approving the use of 
wiretaps. 

The paragraph read: “On Jan. 
10,1961, while you were attorney 
general designate, a memoran¬ 
dum was deliver^ to you fur¬ 
nishing a summary on the use 
M wiretapping by the FBI in 
serious national security cases. 
Thereafter, individual requests 

lii UACdc dciiuuo iiatiutim 

cases for wiretap authorization 
[were sent to you by the FBI’ 
for approval. These were the 
only wiretap authorization which 
were ever submitted to you.” 

Evans, now a Washington law¬ 
yer, said last night that he sim¬ 
ply had no recollection about 
whether a wiretap authorization I 
directed at King had ever been 
involved in his discussion with 


Interest Said to Flag 

If the King wiretap was in¬ 
stalled any time during 1964, 
and if it did have approval by 
the attorney general, that could 
have come only from Kennedy 
or his successor, Nicholas deB. 
Katzenbach. 

Katzenbach could not be 
- . --» 

reached immediately for com- ^ 
itient' on The matter. - 

Aides to Kennedy suggested 
last night that, during 1964, the 
period after the assassination of 
his brother, President John F.! 
Kennedy, the attorney general’s 
interest in some of his official 
affairs flagged. 

i At the time, Katzenbach, was 
I Kennedy deputy at the Justice 
Ibepartment. 

A later attorney general, 
Ramsey Clark, has told report¬ 
ers that he personally had never 
given approval for wiretapping 
on King. Clark also has said he 
Required the FBI to tell him ev- 
fery three months the names of 
people being monitored electron¬ 
ically and that King's name was 
nqver reported to him in that 
c^egury, *■ ' 



No Document Included 

.. *. . . <if— 

It tne wiretapping naa contin¬ 
ued until shortly before King’s 
death, it would have been in 
operation during Clark’s leader¬ 
ship of the department. 

Tolson’s letter to Rowan, while 
saying that the wiretap on King 
had been” specifically author¬ 
ized” by Kennedy, did not say 
j directly that King himself was 
' the subject under investigation. 

In addition, Tolson did not in¬ 
clude with bis letter a copy of 
the specific document upon 
which the claim of authorization 
apparently was based. 

Testimony at the Houston 
hearing appeared to indicate 
that King himself was the sub¬ 
ject of the investigation, and 
that this was the reason that his 
teiephone had been tapped for' 
long periods of time, j 


. f A Justice Department spokes¬ 
man, asked whether there was 
any document to support the 
claim in Tolson’s letter, declined 
a direct answer last night. How¬ 
ever, the spokesman referred to 
a statement issued by the de¬ 
partment earlier this month 
p'hich had said that Hoover was 
“accurate in every respect” 

wiieii lie iiau it;p<;akx;uiy wiu 
Congress all wiretaps had been 
authorized in advance and in 
writing by the attorney general 
in office at the time the tapping 
■ was proposed. 

The spokesman thus appeared 
to be implying that Tolson’s let¬ 
ter also was an accurate de¬ 
scription of authorization. 
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By Papi^olT' 

WASHINGTON - Public uir- 
; jinf! of Ihc FlM's recordings of 
priv.ilc conversulions Or_^ Mnr- 
; lin Luvhef King conduclcd with 
; his protest advisers could po a 
j long '•'ay toward changing tltc 
i image of the slain civil rights 
leader. 

Summaries of She record¬ 
ings. as rc'calcd to members of 
I a Ifousc Appropriation Sub- 
; committee, beaded by Uep. 

' John J. Koone> 1 0. 
j clcarh indicate that King v>as 
j In direct contact with one of the 
; most influential communists in 
.the U.S. 

With leads obtained from 
•iflfonninf!. 

I I llVIt Vf I' J' - 

I he FBI oas able to confirm 
Khat this Kremlin agent, whose 
intlucnce extended into ibc 
hiehcsi rank-s of the Commun' 
ist Parly, USA, was one of 
1 Kind's ghost writers and chief 
advisers on protest strategy.' 

In addition to the evidence. 

|j gained from the King record- 
lings. the FBI succeeded in tak¬ 
ing several photographs of the* 
civil rights leader meeting with 
this covert Communist opera¬ 
tor at one of the major U.S. > 
airports. 

Photos of Meetings 

King, who.sc avsas.sination in ; 
Memphis in April, l^bS, is Mill 
Curried as an **tipcu . 

|tioii” by the FBI, was first put 
umiiT m)\rruim'n( siir>eiM;«ncc 
in P>bl when the late Robert 
Kennedy was .Attorney (icneral. ■ 
Although Kennedy, after . 
» llcavinp the Justice Depart- . 

I (meni, denied any knowledge of 
(King's surveillance, PBl and 
Uusiice Department records _ 

U..« 111 K.m*i I inmiirv 

M*uw iiv awAiiv/i %nw 

during a conference attended j 
|by FBI Director J. Edgar , 
^pover. then Deputy Ay orncy 

5 7 AUG x.' 1 : 39 ^ 


General Nicholas de 
bach, ami another high-rank¬ 
ling FBI aide. 

Another Security Case 

The surveillance of King. 

I now under fire by several large 
East Coast newspapers, has the 
outgrowth of ini or in a I ion that 
j 1 1 he FBI agents obtained dur- 
1 Vnes its u'x esligalioit of another 
national security case. 

When King’s name was 
mentioned several times by one 
of the persons under surveill¬ 
ance in the ease, it w as decided 
j))al the civil rights leader 
should be placed under close 
observation. 

4 I 1 _ 

I i he rni Miiivii ww.. 

tinued for several years, inv¬ 
olved King's trips to Sweden 
and Fast (iermany as well as 
his preparations to lead the so- 
called “Poor Army Campaign” • 
to disrupt Washington, 

These and other still secret 
details of King’s activities were 
kfevcalcd by FBI Director J. 

lit members of 

lUU^UI -w . 

the Rooney subcommittee 
• shortly before the civil rights 
leader was slain. 

Feared D.C. Riots 
Deeply concerned about 
King's plans to disrupt Wash¬ 
ington, the legislators htvd re-.^ 
quested the briefing so they 

would be prepared to bmnl his^ 
assault on ('ongress should 
that liccoinc necessary. 
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that become necessary. 4 ^ ‘i People’s World -- 

1 I So alarming was the ITU * t ; • Examiner (Washington) — 
data on King that the lawmak-V- ^ y p (_> 

ers tov>k the cxiraordmary .step him 1 ct 

‘ of briefing House Speaker UUK ^ 6 TO 

i.m.i This infor- Dale---- 


ers took the extraordinary .step 
of briefing House .Speaker 
John McCormack. This infor¬ 
mation along with other male- 
trial furnished by the FBI 
.♦caused McCormack to make 
extensive preparations, includ¬ 
ing the alerting of mililary 
units, to defend the Capitol 
' againsMGng's plans to cause 
massive disruplioj). 
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^ riu' lloitso OciimcnHic lc;ui-_^ 
cr>, all sinmji supjn>rtcrs of tlic 
laftf^ rresilient Kennedy* \>crc 
rej)vitedl> slineked at llic {^ntler- 
lypo Jan}:ua<ie Kinj; used in 
pri»:tic cotnersatmijs about the 

late l*resident. 

I Other recordings in ihc FBI 
riles dealt extensively with his 
private lil'e, aceordittg lo llte 
legislators, aiul showed that 
tliere were two Kings one the 
public knew and the other 
k nown onl t lo his closest 
|rriends and tito FBI. 

Although no governineiu 

agency or commission has 
made a study of King’s long- 
range strategy of protest, there 
is enough evidence in the files 
Jof (he FBI to show that King’s 
goal was to create a mass pro¬ 
test movement. With the 
movement. King and his advis¬ 
ers hoped to force a radical 
change in this country’s form^ 
of government. 

King’s leadership was to 
give the over-all movement 
’’motion” and an acceptable 
“image” that would attract 
millions of Negroes, young 
people, the poor, clergy, and 
those disenchanted with the 
Vietnam war. 

liis tactics in changing his 
protest leadership from one of 
civil rights to anti-war, anti¬ 
poverty, and anti-government 
during the closing days of his 
life were part of this grand 
strategy. 

National Holiday Drive 

I Whether most of these FBI 
recordings, since many of them 
deal witli national security eas- 

Nlill under investigation, will 


*^cver be revealed by the Nixon 
Admini.stration i.s conjectural. 

Should supporters of Dr. 
King, however, pump new life 
into the stalled drive in Con¬ 
gress to create a national holi¬ 
day honoring him, demands 
could become forthcoming 
from anti-King icgislutofs that 
; I Hoover be called to Ic.stify. If 
\ that occurs, the ”Mariin Lu-' 
i iher King tapes” could become 
big news. 

For now, the only public 
, confirmation of the King re¬ 
cordings comes from Houston 
Federal Judge Joe Ingraham’s 
hearing involving the case of 
former heavyweight boxing 
champion Cassius Clay. 

I Testimony by FBI agents in 
'the Houston hearing revealed 
that conversations of King and 
Clay were recorded. 

Both the movement to 
mark King’s birthday as a na¬ 
tional holiday and the Houston 
court hearing clearly indicate 
that the final chapter in the 
Marlin King story is yet to be 
written. 
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’ill wire- 


la [:.5 ar.ri ;x ings oi i.on'.cs 
and hOiC; roan ■' 

i A Jasiicc i.r.rimont offi¬ 
cial ackno\vk'(c,:d in Fod<!ral 
District Coi.rt ilial Dr, Mni lin 
laithcr Kic^ was undcv elec¬ 
tro lii c' 5* VV 0 i 11 :1 CO i ti I!'t • 3 a nd 

...fj 11 J., yaj .iCC.'.t V. l'.O 

s: 1 per V i . d this f nr v c i 11 a nee 
lo.d the court “it was iny itn- 
tlcrslandin" that it wont on 
after that.” 

The whole truth Is that Dr. 
Kinc’.s phones were tapped, 
his hotel rooms bup'tcd, and he 
was personally sliadowed right 
up to the time he was slain in 
Memphis on April 4,1508. 

I Another FBI agent, C. Barry 
Pickett, told ll’.o court in Hous¬ 
ton, Texas, that for four solid 
years he had listened eight 
hours a day, five days a week, 
to the conversations of Elijah 
I^Iuhammad, leader of the 
Black Muslims. Pickett em¬ 
ployed ba .,1 a loicphone wire¬ 
tap and a microyhcnc planted 
in Muhamiaaa's f.cme. 

These eases cf electronic 
eavesdrepr ing, which violate 
both federal law and a presi¬ 
dential executive order, were 


» '/"N ri 


'> / tri/ 




T::ei ‘iiCavvw.cignl u u a i ,i ir' 
champion Ca.ssius Clay’s effort 
to ovci'tun* a five-year prison 
sentence for his refusal to be 
drafted. 

These b u g g i n g s, which 
caught some Clay conversa¬ 
tions in uK'jr “not,” arc but a 
fraciian of the illegal wiretaps 
that have moved lir.s country 
: closer to a poheo si ate 

tu ■! '.'..>t Americans realize. 

\...y il'.c bland, indifferent 
reaction cr. tlic part of most 
Ainerkans? 

;l Fir.'t, there is the general 
1 jFBt jui'.ification for such toe- 
1 tics; “naiiona! recurity.” 

i'orn-cr Generali 

- P.am*-- ^ Cla.' no states cm- 
1- (p: I’li ja.ly that the FBI had r.o 
aulharity to wiretap or bug 
Dr. King, a.ssorts that "the im- 
pliedil.iii lui;4l| fvople Ihcught 

• d4>: O AUlicttrifi 

k OUl.*..,;. oms.” ''.jl-- f . 


#■ hint term ^’n.'itiwn.ti .vTrr- 

curify” is more iiowinful than 
“inotherhood," for it cvolics 
fear, and men still surrender 
more things — including liber¬ 
ty — out of fear liian they do 
out of love, 

Tlio puzzling thing about 
Clark’s stalcnicnl is liiat he 
acts as though lie is surprised 
to hear of the wirciapping and 
h!ig,ging of Dr. King. Could 
Cku k possibly iiavc l)ocn iu»a- 
Jv.aro that FitI officials were 
going bt'fore coiuacssional 
committees and partly juslify- 

o I «Ivip 
Uj'[*1 \'^'4 > *'¥ 

f* , - II^ 


^ome congrr;snir'.i 

and feeding anti-King ammu¬ 
nition to Smilliorners wlio de¬ 
spised Uie civil rights leader 
— all by way of revealing “tid¬ 
bits’* picked up through the 
wiretaps and buggings? 

Was Clark unaw'are that cer- 
^tain FBI officials were roam¬ 
ing liic country leaking to 
newspaper editors poisonous 

s>iuriU5 auuui ui* cii«u 

what the buggings allegedly 
bad revealed? 

Every'body else in Washing¬ 
ton of any consequence knew 
it, and many deplored it, but 
no one sGcnicu to know liow to 
Jgo about making the FBI bend 
to the laws of the land. ■ 

There is a nol-too-Hippant 
assumption in Washington that 
|J. Edgar Hoover has been FBI 
director for 45 ycurs beesusG 
ail the recent Presidents have 
assumed that he knew too 
much about them to be re¬ 
placed. So not only wms he not 
replaced by any of the young- 
{cr, very able FBI men in the 
normal course of things, but 
Presidents Johnson and Nixon 
have felt it wise or expedient 
^to waive a law saying Hoover 
I has reached the rocldng-cbair 
age. 

I < 'Hoover ought to be replaced 
\ as FBI director — immediate¬ 
ly- 

As Washington agency heads 
[ Jgo, Hoover may have done a 
I better job than most. But th.o 
I people of this coun>>y .knevj 


‘ if i*. is dangcrou.'j- itr r.avo 
one man .serve three full terms 
as Diosidcnt, it is f.ar more 
dangerous to have one man 
take lifetime pos.so.;.sion of a 
po we i f lU police-in ves li ,ga li v e 
agency that prods into tho 
Jeepest secrets of tho mo.st 
p.'omir.cnt, most honored citi¬ 
zens and has the prAver to dis- 

WC'ki VlVMiUy, t.J|lllUOW 

anyone. The kind of abu.se of 
and contempt for the law maa- 
ifc.'^t in tile King, and Muham¬ 
mad cave.sdroi>ping bccomo 
almost incvilahlc when a man 
i.s loft in a key job as long as 
Hoover Jtas been. 

Were Hoover a more 
thoughtful man, or as con¬ 
cerned about the preservation 
of democracy and liberty as 
his speeches suggest, he would 
have resigned long ago. Ho 
would not keep putting Presi¬ 
dents in the political bind of 
deciding to keep him or ease 
fiim uuw* V—. 
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intention of resigning. So wi'v 
does the President muster ti 
courage to say: “Well don< 
thou good and faithful servan 


Goodbve “? 
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ssn-.rthing when they Ur-Ite-i 
the lime one man might serva 
in the presidency. They saw 
personal fiefdcms as inimical 
to the democracy, the personal 
freedom, that we have come Jo, 
cnei lsh. " ■ " 
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Law,. ond.OrcfeiLv^ 

I The FBI admitted in federal district 
court at Houston <that it engaged in 
unlawful wiretapping on the telephone 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. right up 
tniil the .time of the assassination. 
Rvhat this country needs more of is 
J-cspcct for the law, we have heard so 
; [many times in the sermons of J. Edgar 
[ I Hoover. What he really means, we 
I ! gather, lis thajt^ everybody -€Xiept the 
1 : |FBI should respect the law. \ __ 
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FOR SEVERAL years a 
piece of 'Washington apocry¬ 
pha known as "the Tilartin 
Luther King tape * was the 
subject of sly am! ug\y sur¬ 
mise among certain journal- 
Istic insiders. There are 
those who claim to have bad 
The Tape played for them . 
by obliging law enforcement 
officials. Others arc said to. 
have been given transcripts 
of a gathering, bugged by 
Government investigators, 
at which Dr. King and 
friends were present. 

It was one of tho.^c repug¬ 
nant but enduring stories 
that cling to controversial 
Ipublic figures. The FBI and 
|Justice Department stead¬ 
fastly denied knowing any¬ 
thing specific about elec- , 
Ironic surveillance of Dr. 
King. Shoulders would 
shrug, eyebrows would arch 
knowingly, fingers would 
point discreetly in other 

i directions. And FBI Direc¬ 
tor J. Edgar Hoover con¬ 
tented himself with attack¬ 
ing the civil rights leader as 
“the most notorious liar in 
the country.” 

Kow the unseemly truth is 
out. It emerged in the form 
|of sworn testimony by FBI 
agents in a Houston Fed¬ 
eral courtroom in the case 
of former no.avyweight box¬ 
ing champion Cassius Clay, 
now Muhammad Ali. The 
agents acknowledged that 
they had snooped on Dr. 
King for a period of several 
years. 

The gist of the testimony 
w’as that a group of men— 
one of them a 22ycar-ofd 
jFBI clerk—sat in air-condi¬ 
tioned rooms and listened to 
the private conversations of 
this prominent American 
without the faintest shred of 
legitimacy or sufficient 
cause. v~----- 


•1 ' - ® 
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JT WAS told to writc^ 
dow-n'wh'Alever I heard that 
1 would consider of value," 
Jlcstified FBI agent C. B.irry 
Pickett in words that should 
be engraved on some monu¬ 
ment to our lime. After four 
years of eavesdropping eight 
hours a day, five days a 
week on the telephone con¬ 
versations of Black Muslim 
leader Elijah Muhammad, | 
Pickett was elevated from-[ 
i clerk to agent. ) 

Why was Dr. lUng under 
I I surveillance? No one has 
t I said. But it may be signifi- . 

, cant that the snooping . 

began at a time when he ' 
! |criticizcd the FBI for asslgn- 
*ing Southern agents to pro- ■ 
; tcct civil rights workers in ' 
, the South. It is also ironic i 
. that this seemingly gratui¬ 
tous invasion of Dr. King’s 
I personal life occurred at a^' 
^ time when many high-rank 

ling members of the Justice 
(Department would have ex- ^ 
pressed nothing less than 
roaring outrage at the 
thought that his phone was 
being tapped by Govern¬ 
ment agents. It was the 
time, in other words, when 
Robert F. Kennedy was At¬ 
torney General of the 
United States. 

After the disclosure last 
week, there was an under¬ 
standable rush to disavow 
rc.^pon.sibility for electronic 
pursuit of Dr. King. Former 
Attorney General Ramsey 
Clark denied authorizing 
any wiretaps or bugs against 
Dr. King or Elijah MuUam- 

I mad while he headed the Jus¬ 
tice Department. His prede¬ 
cessor, Nicholas (leB. Katzen- 
_bac h declined to say any- 
^uung^ablicly. . 
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Did Kobcrt Kennedy.^ 
|i;ii()\v? ’i'he Fill’s only re- 
Torded comment on the af- 

i.(iJr W4I:] lU iVlL'i V|UV'MIUJIUi d 

|lo Iloovci’s testimony over a 
]>eriod of years lliat each 
bug was authorized in writ¬ 
ing before installation by 
the Attorney General. And 

ft Hn Ttictir»i> 1‘icf’ 

jwiJV. l-'M*. V»««V«AW aMs** 

Fveek described Hoover’s tes¬ 
timony ns “accurate in every 
rcsi)ect.“ Inferenlially, the 
IfIH is saying that Mr. Ken- 
lu'dy knew and approved. ' 
Son, Kennedy was ques¬ 
tioned during the Oregon 
primary in 19G8 about the 
c’nargc that he ordered Dr. 
King’s phone tapped and his 
■ reply w'as equivocal, 

I'n junk, 1065, President 
Johnson issued an executive 
prohibiting wiretap*^ 
ping except in “national sc- . 

curity” investigations. In his^ 
itostiniony Koover speaks of 
“internal security” matters.' 

What constitutes “internal 
security,” this column asked 
lof an FBI spokesman. 

crhAfklr tfCAlf 

jait 49 'tv 

replied. 

There Is a spectacular am- . 
biguily about it all. 

I Attorney General John N. 
]MitcheU now intends to use * 
the authority conferred on 
him by Congress last year to ^ 
uSe wiretaps in the wide va- ‘ 
ricty of eases permitted • 

;under_the new O mnibus 

Crime Act 


^ When you consider th^ 
scope of the blatantly iiicgar, 
wiretapping carried out by 
Government agents during 
the past few ycar.s it boggles 
the mind to consider how 
pervasive official snooping, 
might become once it was, 
legitimized by local courts 
at the behest of local prose-' 

ritiiMrirf fViA cAnnnH 

VUtl/Id. l-*iw 

half of 19G8, for example, 
slate officials obtained 174 
wiretapping warrants, all 
but seven of them in New 
York where authorities used 
wiretapping for such sus¬ 
pected offenses as larceny 
and gambling. 

It is chilling to contem¬ 
plate the size of the elec¬ 
tronic dragnet that might be 
thrown over American citi¬ 
zens in the name of stamp¬ 
ing out suspected gambling 
violations. 

Yet President Nixon and 
his Attorney General have 
embraced the new Federal 
eavesdropping law with re¬ 
sounding public enthusiasm 
■ They may me it wh en the 
reiums^tart coming 
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Leiiers to the Editor 

PuhtiiM kueti ore jub/ccf fo tonJcnjoflon, and Iboje not se- 
tecied for publicoiiort wi// be feturncJ only when accomponicJ 
by stamped, self-addressed envelopes. T/ic UJC 0^ pen nomes is 
iirt}HeJ (o eorrespondents whose identit^f is known (o The Star. 

\ Rowan and Hoover 

I SIR; The evolution of the King-IIoovcr*Rowan wirc- 
l tap controvery, or» ns it may come to be known, “The 
Case of the Shifting Premise,” is a most interesting one. 

As the ball began rolling and rumors began to 
circulate that Robert F. Kennedy liad authorized the tap 
on Dr. King's phone, the standard reply was that anyone 
who believed that Kennedy would actually authorize 
such a thing must have rocks in his head. Then, lo and 
behold, it turned out that RFK had indeed authorized the 
tap and we were told that the issue now is not: Did 
Kennedy authorize the lap; but did he in fact request it? 
And we were told that anyone thinking RFK would 
reejuGst fi tsp on Kind's phone must hnve rocks in his 

head. , j 1 . I ■ 

Now, as evidence mounts that Kennedy not only 
authorized the lap on King’s phone but requested it as' 
well, one can imagine the sophistry which will greet this 
latest revelation: “Well, certainly, Kennedy requested 
the tap on Dr. King’s phone and, sure, he authorized it; 
but the real issue is who physically attached the tap to 
the phone. And if you think Kennedy would personally 
attach a wiretap to Martin Luther King’s phone then you 

n^hst ...” . ^ o » 

John D. Lofton, Jr. 

—* * ♦ ♦ ♦ - 

SIR: Columnist Carl Rowan, in his recent diatribes 
(against J. Edgar Hoover, became extremely monotonous 
land completely unconvincing. The FBI director has long 

* distinguished himself, not only for his ability but also for 

1 being the first FBI leader to introduce the use of legal t 
methods into the work of the bureau with the object of 
making the evidence hold in a court of law. From the 
I beginning of his career, it is worth knowing, Hoover also ; 
demanded and received the promise of officials over 
\him that the FBI should be kept free of politics, a 
'promise that has always kept, or the bureau could 
never have been as effective. In recognition of his high¬ 
ly efficient innovations of technical and professional im- 
Iprovements, Mr. Hoover has received hundreds of 

* awards from the heads of various foreign security ‘ 
service agencies throughout the world as well as from 
police organizations within this country. 

As an experienced newsman and former high gov- 

I ernment official, doesn’t Mr. Rowan know that the 
Attorney General always has to sign any request for 
wiretapping of surveillance by the FBI? As a strict 
olisorvcr of legal methods and a lawyer himself, Mr. 
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I ernment official, doesn’t Mr. Rowan know that the ^ j 
Attorney General always has to sign any request for ' 
wiretapping of surveillance by the FBI? As a strict 
olisorvcr of legal methods and a lawyer himself, Mr. 
j Hoover would be far loo experienced and wise to 
’into that kind of an error. 

Mr. Rowan has shown himself quite adept at charac- ; 
ter assassination himself in trying to persuade the ■ 
public that we are rapidly proceeding toward a police / 
I state under the direction of Mr, Hoover. If Mr. Rowan 
'were more factual than emotional in his statements, he 
would know that a potential police state would have put 
down the riots in 1967 with force of ^ms and a large ' 
death toll, such as have taken, place in other countries . 
hpfnr»_ police state takes over., • , — ^ ^ 
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SIU: Carl Rowan rates a Pulitzer for his courageous 
I presentation on the FBI. It’s about time somebody had 
the guts to lift the rock and start to expose what crawls 
under it. jS. 

William T. Wimpton. 

Arlington, Va. ---— 

— • * 4> 

SIR: I am at a loss to understand why a writer of 
Carl Rowan’s caliber is allowed to write as he docs in 
my favorite newspaper. Anyone but a fool can read 
.the underlying vein in his columns. 

I What would we do without J. Edgar Hoover? I say 
thank Ood we have him. Too bad we haven’t more like 
him than some of these patsies we have around. 

£« L. U 


I SIR; Carl Rowan’s charges against Mr. H 
'backfired on Carl Rowan. 

Elizabeth M 

Silver Spring, Md. - ♦ 


S ;r have 
xyer. 


SIR: As a columnist Rowan’s effectiveness has been 
destroyed, if he was ever effective. His writings stamp *' 
him a racist and destructive critic. 

I Any attack, such as he made, on J. Edgar Hoover, 
who is a symbol of patriotism to the American people, • 
reflects the thinking and bitterness that this man holds 
for our society. 

I The FBI has been working diligently trying to ex¬ 
pose all of the people that are determined to undermine 
and destroy not only the liberty and freedom of our 
people but our country. They have protected the rights 
of all loyal, honest citizens by exposing the criminals, 

' the traitors, the communists, the revolutionists and 
others who would overthrow our republic to justify 
their alleged inequities. An honest, law abiding, ioy^l 
Amercian does not fear personal surveillance or clec- 
' Ironic listening devices. 

George J.’ 'Luekey. 

•a-jt-su—^ • * • * _ ' 

SIR: That Carl Rowan’s grapes are sour is obvious! 

I At the same time, how ingrate can you got? Hoover has 
devoted his life to the service of his country; and I’d , 
still accept his evaluations over Rowan’s any day! 
I’m sick of the most highly overworked term of our ' 
day, “Racism.” 

R. S. S. 

y « * « • 

/ SIR; Now that J. Edgar Hoover has informed us 
that Carl Rowan is a “racist,” it may be timely to 
recall the Director’s characterization of the late Dr. 
King as “the most notorious liar in the country.” It- 
Iwould seem, from the quality and substance of Mr." 
I Hoover’s remarks, and the apparent adoption of the 
iKGB-style institutional philosophy by the FBI, that 
the above epithets should be more properly applied to 
their originator. 

R. T><iritncs. 

• * • « . 

SIR: Carl T. Rowan has been making assertions all 
over the place—among them is that be Is not a CIA 
agent. So what? 

Considering his seemingly irresponsible assertions, 
rumors and name-calling tactics I suspect that the real 
i deal is that he is an FBI agent. He is studiously making 
a public commotion so that he can truly work undercov- 
' I er for the FBI on some future assignment, 
r Now I think this is about as good a rumor as any of 
" Rowan’s; and I acknowledge starting it without help of, 
I the FBI or the CIA. The more I think of it the more I 
like it because I think it could be some justification for 
Rowan carrying on the way he has. 

Robert E. Tritoble. 
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Ucmlcinpl of LiO.wp^"^ 

£ AVJIw did the Federal Bureau of Jnvrntigrdio'' ta'i 
' tie telephone of the late Dr. Martin Lutherd ing, 
Jf-*? The tappin;;^ was di.'^elosed. beyond any con* 
tpadiction. in testiniouy given on Wednesday in a 
Federal District Court. It violated an Act cf Con¬ 
gress. the Federal Communication.^ Act. It \'1o- 
llated'rthe repeated assertion by FBI Director J. 
lEdgar Hoover that his agency tapped telephones 
only in national security cases. 

John S. Martin, an attorney in the U.S. Solicitor 
,3enerai's office, acknowledged in court that the 
jcivil Tights leader had been under FBI electronic 
k surveillance in H164 and 1965 and that the four 
|fbI Tsirctaps made of telephone conversations in 
which he participated were illegal. There can be 
no doubt whatever as to the illegality of these 
wiretaps. In point of fact, the Government did not 
choose to contest their illegality. 

I Mr. Hoover ha.s said many times that his agency ; 
taps no telephones without express authorization : I 
from the Attorney General. Did Nicholas deB. * 
Katzenbach, a distinguished champion of civil ' 
rignis; authorize surveillance, in clear vioj« uuiV—vf 


law. Olathe country’s most respected ciriljighis 
leader? 

I Mr. Hoover has said many times, in congressional 
hearings and in public .statements, that his agency 
taps no telephones except in cases affecting the 
country's security. Will he as.sert that he believed 
the Rev. Dr, Martin Luther King presented a peril 
to national security? He has indicated on past 
occasions that he takes an elastic, and rometimes 
a very confused, view of national secvirity. But 
Martin Luther King? > 

It i.s no light matter to have the law flouted by 
the country's foremost investigating agency. Con¬ 
tempt for the law by public agencies and public 
officials breeds contempt for the law by the public 
itself. Worse still, a contemptuous disregard for 
the nrivacy and the essential freedom of American 
citizens strikes dangerously at the founQ.-cions of 
American life. The American people cannot afford 
Jto let J. Edgar Hoover be a law unto himself, no 
matter how valuable his past public service. A 
people careless of fundamental rights can hardly 
ir.id.rto deserve those rights at aE. *— T'. . 
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Wiretaps^on Dr. King Made After 

rh --—=- 



'Iiacl been a clerk in the 
iPhocnlx, Arir.. office of Ibc 
I'.B.l. from May,. 1962, until 
May, 1966. 

I jjj.; assienmont, be said, was 
I has indicated that tlic Federal listen to the conversations 
iBorcau of Investigation con-' - . 


By MARTIN WALDIJ^QN^ 

S,-'tCi»l Id Tbf Nfw YdrtL Tlmf j'" 

HOUSTON, June 6 — Tcsti- 
jniony in Federal District Court 


iBurcau of Investigation of Black Muslim leaders. 

, tinued to wiretap the tcle-l| a microphone 

j phoncjTof the H‘'V.-^''-5;^^''t‘ni Muhammad's home as 

t ll.uthcOUng Jr. and as a wircap on his tele- 

J'hammaa after former phone, Mr, Pickett said, 

i .tohnson ordered an end to wirc-^ ^ Neither Mr. Nichols. Mr. 
i'taps except those fiuthonred|pj^j^p^^ former 

• ^)y the Attorney General g^p^j.jQr predcrick. J. Brownell, 

i“national security reasons. i .■ --.i .. 

The implication was that the 


* |f.B.I. either ignored the Presi- 
1 jdential order or that Dr. King, 
jjthe assassinated civil rights 

leader, and Mr. Muhammad, the 
I Black Muslim leader, were be- 
j ling surveyed in connection 
.with some skurity case. 

The F.B.I. refused to com- 
llment. Aides of Mr. .lohnson 
j I did not reply immediately to a 
j request for clarification from 

* him. 

On June .'^0. 1^*6'''. Prcsiclcnt 
,.lohnson. in an "administrative¬ 
ly confidenliar’ mcmor.uulum 
jto all Government departments, 
'said that the '■in^asion of priv¬ 
acy Of communications is a 
highly offensive practice which 
should be engaged in only 
where the national security is 
at stake.” 

No telephone tap, including 
those for national security rea¬ 
sons, could be maintained with¬ 
out prior approval of the At¬ 
torney .General, the Presidend 
said. I 

But Robert Nichols, special 
agent of the Atlanta F.B.I. of-l 
fice, testified this week at a( 
hearing here that he had super-4 
vised a wiretap on the homo 
telephone of Dr. King. | 

• Responds to Question f 
"I wasn’t on it except until 
May. 1965,” Mr. Nichols said. 

Charles Morgan Jr., Southern 
director of the American Civil 
Liberties Union, then asked, 
"And the wiretap on Martial 
King’s calls continued until his** 
death on April 4, 1968?" Mr.' 
Nichols replied: • j 

"It was my understanding 
™nHt went on.” 

I C. Barry Pickett, a special 
^gent in the F.B.I. office at Jack- 


a retired special agent, was 
required to testify as to the 
purpose of the wiretaps. 

; District Judge Joe Ingraham! 
referred to the wiretaps as be-i 
ing illegal. But he said, tliat if 
it were found that Cassius Clay 
had been convicted of draft 
dodging by the use of illegally 
gathered evidence It would not 
be ncccs.snry to decide the rea¬ 
sons for the wiretaps. 

The wiretap testimony wa.s 
prcscntcct .ts Judge Ingraham 
heard tlic appeal of Clay from 


that one was involved in the 
gathering of "foreign intcllig 
information.” 

The Government lawyers 
argued that the four others, 
.should also be kept secret be- 
cau.^ic "theu nauthorized dis¬ 
semination of the facts relating 
to these surveillances would pre 
jiudicc the national interests and 
might prejudice the interest of 
third parties.” » 

The Government attorncys,j 
.Tohn S. Martin Jr. and Michael 
.. Epstein from the Justice De 
„>artmcnt, and United States At , 
torncy Anthony J. P. Farris of; 
Houston, said that their reasons 
for wanting the records kept 
secret could 'not even be ad¬ 
vanced in open court. 

After a closed session lasting 
30 minutes, Judge Ingraham up- 
jhcld the Government’s position 
on the wiretap that involved 
"foreign intelligence," but he 
admitted the synopses of the 
four other wiretaps into evi¬ 
dence. 


(Jo nr ad 



champion from a five-year 
sentence was concluded yester¬ 
day. Judge Ingraham asked the 
,two sides to submit briefs 
within two weeks. He said tliat 
he might ask for additional 
testimony after reading the 
briefs. ' 

Mr. Pickett, who" was one of 
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his conviction in June. General- John N. 

Cl.iy alleges lb-)*-, .Cnvcrn-an affidavit 
ment used ‘ tainted evidcnci^ cjtaiinj, that disclosure of the 
Testimony m the wiretap that involved foreign 

the former heavyweight boxing irjtelligcnce could prejudice the 

/»haTnninn frnm flV6*VC^r 


VMtjAdsrtin and'Mr. iDStciiv^' 
dined to comment on the wire¬ 
taps or to give their reasons 
why the disclosure of them 
would not be in the natinj'.l 
interest. 

I In Washington, the F.B.I. r ;- 
luscd to acknowledge that tl ic] 
conversations of Dr. King andj 
,Mr. Muhammad had been moni- 
iored even though F.B.I. agents 
so tostlfiodL-s^^::^ 


interest. He did not 
the,four, other wire- 


national 
mention 

taps. ■ i 

None of the records of the 
four other wiretaps bore a date! 
later than June 30, 1965» wheni 


The Washington Post 
Times Herald_ 


g-.-. 

^residen Johnson’es order on 


h h4if dozen F.B.I. employes vireups was issued, 
rassigned to eavesdrop on Mr.; The record of the c 


Muhammad, said that he had,tion between Clay, who is also 

. .. . .J .. _' ,1_ _......I A I! ...J 


conversa- 


known as Muhammad Ali, and 
Dr. King was dated Sept 4, 
1964. The dates on the records 
of the conversation between 
ithe former boxer and Mr. 
Muhammad were in 1964 and 
early 1965. i 

Not until Mr. Morgan cross- 


been told to record all conver¬ 
sations at Mr. Muhammad’s ho 
but that he had to make a 
synopsis only of what he con¬ 
sidered to be "pertinent facts." 

Attorneys for the Department 
of Justice fought for two 

in Judge Ingraham’s court to^l i'^UL UKVIl iV|l« iviui^au 
try to bar public disclosure oBpxamined the F.B.I. agents was 
their wiretaps or anything con-Tit uncovered that the wiretaps 
nected with them. Ihad probably extended beyond 

The existence of the wirc-lthe June 30, 1965, date, 
taps was disclosed in Su-I j^dge Ingraham ruled that 

preme Court in March when theUj^g P B I^ did not have 

Solicitor Generals office testify when the wiretap 

mowicdged that the F.B.I. haa| 5 m.ygljj 3 Pggg began or ended, 
'monitored five conversation m-Jijyt j,e allowed Mr. Morgan to 
volving Clay. Only one, the Gov establish that the wiretaps 

---,ernmcnt said, had been approve continued at least into 196 

feiyillc, Fla,, testified that heB)y the Attorney attorney said e was try- 

ing to find out if other con- 

j ' '' versations of Clay's had been 
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tjty Asked to Observe 
Dr. King’s Anniversary 


By George Davis 

WashlMlon Po»t Staff Writer 


'The newly formed District 
of Columbia Statehood Com¬ 
mittee called yesterday for the 
closing of stores and offices 
on April 4 for a citywide ob¬ 
servance of the anniversary of 
the slaygng of the Rev. Marlin 
Lutherj ving Jr.. ” 

Tlte appeal was the first 
public action of the Commit¬ 
tee, whose larger goal is state¬ 
hood for the District by 


District activities will be coor¬ 
dinated with national efforts 
by the Rev. Ralph David Aber¬ 
nathy to honor the slain civil 
rights leader with a national 
holiday. 

Attending the news confer¬ 
ence yesterday were about 50 
students, spectators and mom- 
bers of the Committee, With 
Mr. Mooi^ were C. Sumner 
(Chuck>^U>n« of Black 


The Rev. JiaugLw^Joorc, Unile/Wront; .^s^^^Jackgon, 
the president, said a holi- president of Jackson^Laboj^to 


day honoring Dr, King would 
mean as much to Negroes as 
other holidays mean to other 
racial groups. 

He added that the Commit¬ 
tee had sent letters to the 
Washington Board of Trade 
and the Chamber . of .Com' 
morce asking their coopera¬ 
tion during the April 4 observ¬ 
ance. Mr, Moore said he had 
not received replies from ei¬ 
ther body as to how much co¬ 
operation the Committee 
could expect. 

Mr. Moore addea (hat a call 
would be made for “Black peo¬ 
ple especially not to buy 
Easter finery this year in 


Ties Inc.; the^ Rev. j; 
derson of the 
richment 


n- 
En- 
four 


Southea 
Center and 
Freedom School students rep¬ 
resenting the Committee. 

Reading from a “Manifesto 
for the 51st State of the 
Union," Mr. Moore said "state¬ 
hood for the District is a natu¬ 
ral ^ight which can no longer 
be denied.” 

He added that residents of 
the District are suffering taxa¬ 
tion without representation, 
and that the population of the 
District is larger than that of 
11 slates. The refusal of Con¬ 
gress to grant statehood to the 


District “is based solely on the 
stores of Ihe D.C.’s downtown! fact that a majority of the res- 
plantation.” [idents are black,” Mr, Moore 

Mr. Moore did not say Ifjsaid. . 
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'Sr King Holiday' UF^d 
ior 'Good Friday' Here 


,'b.v siuro\ sroxy^ 

^The new ly ionnc^ i9't 
Columbia Statchoyifl CommiUee 
arrtKMinced a drive lo make the 
District the 51sl stale by 1971 
yesterday and declared that 
April 4, th»i)d Friday, should be 
a holiday marking; the aniii- 
versary oI Mavlin LutheriCina/ 
Ji'.’s assassination. 

“If we were a stale, this 
would already have btHin d(<ie,’' 
Uev. Dmi<:las Moore, chairman 
of the group said. 

He said at h press conference 
that t e I e g r a m -s asking mer¬ 
chants to close their stores on 
thill day had In'cn sent to the 
presidents of the Board of Trado 
eikl tlie D.C. Cham!>cr of Com¬ 
merce. 

“\te exiicct the merchants to 
comply with this request,” said 
Rev. Moore, who wa.s defoaled 
when he ran at-large recently 
for the District school board. 

He said that his group would 
anrouitcc plans for activities ou 
Apiil 4 suilalde as a memorial 
Dr Kiqp “who died to make 
us li-ee.” 


Rev. -lloore said his.group had 
tried to get Rev. Walter Faun- 
-troy appointed chairman of the 
D.C, City Council for failing that 
had giitie to Capitol JIil) lo le.sti- 
fy against President Nixon’s ap- ; 
poinlnKMit of Gilbert Hahn, Jr. ! 

He said that the present city i 
council has six nieirtb<;rs who 
live west of 16th-st, thi'ce living 
oast of the .Vinacostia River, 
and none from the center of the 
.city where .IdO.W people live. 

MANIFESTO 

“That means Uiat a Cauca¬ 
sian-colored coalition can make 
all of the decisions for the Dis¬ 
trict at a cocktail party.” 

The committee issued a mani¬ 
festo calling for .statehood for 
the District at the press confer¬ 
ence at llie Freedom Sch<K»l an- i 
nex of Euv-ilom High School. It 
pointed out that the District has 
a larger poputatimi than U of 
the 51 States. 

It further charged that the 
District restdenls were denied 
self-government by powerful ra-’ 
cists in Congress dciennms^ to , 
' keep black people from volitig< 1 
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SCLC Cleared 


j 


imence. 



dicials 



■ By Paul Wt Val<'n'iine 

\v'9jh:!-.t-tor Foil S::iff Writfr 

MKMPJliS, Trim., March 11 
—Court officials in Memphis 
said toilny the controversial 


riispo-silion of the .lames Earl 
Ray case v.'as cleared in ad¬ 
vance with tlie Bouiitcrn Chris¬ 
tian Lcarlorship Conference 
and with Covelln Kitm, widow 
the Hcv. Dr. lilartin Luthof 

Jiidcr Uie a crcement that 


)Mrs. Kine and SCLC officials I 
■’rcpoftenly .npproved, Ray was[ 
given a flP-ycar prison sen¬ 
tence—without a trial—after 
plcatling guilty to the assas¬ 
sination of Dr. King last April 
4., 

justice Department officials 
in W.ishington w'cro notified 
of the plan in advance and 


raised no objections, it was 

Icjirncd. ^ - 

’ Ray's speedy sentencing | 


ij.Innd.ay. vj'ithoiil n pr.rlcr:css4 
‘presentation of evidence in 
tlic ease, stirred widespread 
"controversy. 

Some Negro leaders charged 
that the arrangement was a 
-“cover up” to prevent dis¬ 
closure of a conspiracy behind 
the assassination. Mrs. King] 
herself and some SCLC offi¬ 
cial jy Jl-i so, contended tiat^R 
was part' of a conspiracy. 


There was also criticism of 
the arrangement from such 
papers as The New York 
Times, which said the decision 
not to air the full case in pub¬ 
lic was "a shocking breach of 
faith with the American 
people." 

Official.^ involved in the 
case here, however, said the 
' decision to {ii.speiuc with the 
trial In exch.mgc fqe^Jfay’s 
guilty plea Ji.tScd on a 
variety of. ootisideralions, in¬ 
cluding the consent of Mrs. 
King and SCLC leaders. They 
|r.aid—as Justice Department 
officials In Washington have' 
said—that there was no evi-i 
donee of a conspiracy that' 
•could have been presented.! 

The agreement, In the judg¬ 
ment of the cmirt officials, ^ 


The approach to Mrs. King 
was’ made"* by the Tennessee 
prosecutor. Phil Canale, 
through her lawyer. Canale 
also consulted, It was reported j 
here, directly with officials of 
SCLC, the civil rights organi¬ 
zation Dr. King led at the time 
of his murder. 

“Me (Canale) wanted to get 
their general feeling about the 
agreement,”- a highly placed 
official said. “Mind you, what 
they said was not controlling. 
We often consult with the 
family and relatives about the 
sentence arrangement, even in 
routine ca.ses.” 

! lie said Mrs. King and 
SCLC “generally agreed” with 
the decision to avoid a trial 
although ".some of the SCLC 
officials said they wanted,to 
reserve their right to claim 
there was a conspiracy behind 
Ray.” 

After Ray’s .sentencing on 
Monday, Mrs. King made no 
specific • criticism of the ar¬ 
rangement. She said, "For the 
moment we have been spared 
a trial which would compel us 
to relive the fearfully tragic 
. events of his death. But we 
realize this is but a respite.” 

^ She went • on to urge that 
both Tennessee and Federal j 
authorities continue their in¬ 
vestigation "until all who are 
\ responsible for this crime are 
I nnryroh«»nded.” I 


apprehended.’ 

Dr. King’s successor as headi* 
cpT-r* tho Rev. Ralph ys. 


of SCLC, the Rev. Ralph 
David Abernathy, issued a 
similar statement. 

Ray’s formal pica of guilty 
to murder in the first degree 
got him a 99-year sentence, 
which bars him from parole 
eligibility until the year 2018, 
when he would be 90 years 
old. 

If he had been given a 
jatraight life acnlcnco, he 
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would have been eligible 
parole" in 12‘4 jn ^r s. 

It is knowj^ that during de¬ 
licate negoti^ions with court 
and prosetidion officials,. 
Ray’s attorney, Percy Fore¬ 
man, asked Judge W. Preston [ 
Battle whether he would im¬ 
pose the lighter sentence. 

Judge Battle reportedly re¬ 
fused that proposal and said 
he would impose no less a sen¬ 
tence than 99 years because 
“the crime was too great.” 

Prosecutor Canale, accord-' 
ing to court sources, also felt 
that the 99-ycar requirement , 
was non-ncgoUable. 

Foreman was in a weak bar- 
>gaining position, it was said, 
because he knew the ease ^ 
against Ray was “airtight” and ; 
Ray “might have gotten the ‘ 
chair” if he had gone to trial 
before a jury. 

Dr. King was shot with a ! 
rifle on the evening of April 4 i 
as he stood on a balcony of ■< 
the motel at which he was 
.staying in downtown Mem- ' 
jphis. 

A rifle found outside a -■ 
rooming house across the 
street from the motel balcony' 
led to Kay’s eventual arrest in - 
London on June 8, 19C8. 

At the lime of his arrest— t 
and subsequently—-there were j 
widespread rumors that Ray i 
had been the instrument of a 
conspiracy to assassinate Dr. 
King. These rumors were en- . 
couraged by Ray himself in ; 
interxiews with the writer, ' 
William Bradford Huic. who h 
p.aid Ray more than $30,000 ' 
for exclusive rights to' his ■ 
story. And at the time of his. 
sentencing on Monday, Ray ^ 
said in court he could “not ac- . 
cept” the official theory that ; 
there was no conspiracy. , 

k However. Justice Depart- 
Lnent officials and the FBI, as : 
well as the Tennessee prose- . 
cutors. insist th.-tt there is no ; 
evidence that Ray had any . 
accomplices. ' 

Prosecutor Canale said that 
if any evidence of a conspira- 
I cy comes to light “the con- ' 

I spirators will be promptly and 
I vigorously prosecuted. " — 
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! By Bruce Galphln , '. 

' PMt sun a^ukr 

’ ATLANTA, March 19—A na¬ 
tionwide week of demonstra-i 
tiona focused on "poverty, rac-| 
ism ;and war" will mark the 
first'anniversary of the assas¬ 
sination ^«iOhe Rev, Dr._ Mar¬ 
tin Luthel^'Kiog Jr. 

A’partial list of the East 
Week'. activities was an¬ 
nounced’ here today by the 
Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy, Dr. 
King’s successor as president 
of the ’Southern. Christian 
Leadership Conference. " 

Mr. V Abernathy and jother 
SCLC .officials listed 19 cities 
where observances have been 
planned, and said there would 
be many more. • V ; 

Special symbolic programs 
will be conducted in cities that 
had particular significance in 
Dr. King’s career: Memphis, 
w hers he jy as slain April 4 a 
year ago; M ontgom tt rtf* i 

Lhis.leade rship of a bus boyco tt' 
14 years ago cataputted mm 
into - 'national prominence;' 
Selma, Ala., where the heavy 
hand *’of state resistance 
{helped pass civil rights legisla¬ 
tion,' and Atlanta, his birth¬ 
place and; home at the time of, 
his death,i- l r!-■ J ; 1: ^ 

Report Planned ‘ f \ ^ 

. Mr. Abernathy said the dem¬ 
onstrations beginning April 4, 
'wfeii^_iis_»Good Friday, will 


^^iSVlTiClhi %}« 


i*wi •• . 


’the ^oor IJeople’8 QamoAigS.” 
Later ih^^spring, he said, the; 
‘•Committee of 100" will reas¬ 
semble tn Washington to re¬ 
state Ita demands and deliver 
repoi^t entitled ."The Poor 
People's Campaign—One Y®ar 
Later.". _ , ‘ 

The form of the Easter 
Week observances will. vary, 
widely. 

As one SCLC stafief ex- 
.plalned it. affiliates 
ionSnmrhdIth e local 


That may mean s cboQlJWSlj cr 
o fil y iT rap^he ciUes, demonsira- 
tions a^ welfare offices in oth^ 
ers, peace vigils and boycotts' 
for jobs in still others. ; ; ’, 

National Tag Day . , 

‘ The SCLC is planning a 
major staff effort in Alabama: 
this summer. Mr. Abernathy^ 
said the April 4-12 activities' 
there would launch a massive! 
program against poverty that 
would, last ."months, if nece^l 

lsa F y :* ' ^'~‘ ' '■ - 

addition* Ito’ JndlvidMa l' 
city projects, a National Tag 
Day will be observed through-, 
out the country Saturday,! 
April 5. Lapel tags bearing Dr.i' 
King’s picture and the words] 
"I Gave" will be sold that day! 
to support SCLC work. ' ' 

In Chicago, Atlanta and 
other cities, the SCLC also is 
supporting • "Black Easter"' a 
program of wearing old 
c btbes.. dy ing to tbejcor-y e- 
frainihg“"from purchase oflux- 

j u ^eC AndT ^oycotti ng' 
ment stores that discriminate 
against black people. > > 5 

Formal observance of Dr/ 
King’s assasai^aUon wUrbegin 
Friday, Aprir4, with a service] 
and arch in Memphis, wherej 
the SCLC_ will' join efforts, 
[with the municipal workers’] 

I union that Dr, King was aid^ 
Ing when he was shot M 
three-day vigil will begin th^ 
{same day at the Stable CajiiblJ 
^in'ViuBiila; starting at*7 pim.^ 

the houi^ of Dr, 

JnhsS uinfriday, there will be a* 
vigil and protest at the United; 
Nations, march across the Ed-] 
mund Pettus Bridge in Selma 
and a candlelight service in 
Montgomery. ? ' ? ' 

March in Montgomery < ’ 

On Saturday, Mr. Abernathy 
will lead a march to the Ala- 


chy ch, Ebe pezgr Ba p-' 
tlsTTfoliSt Park in coUabora-’ 
tion ’ with' several- peace] 
[groups. 

Other cities where various ‘ 

. commemorations and protests^ 
iwill be conducted, the SCLC^ 
Isald, are Ralelghi' New Ors 
leans, Cincinnati, San Fran-l 
I cisco, Los Angeles, Buffalo,<; 
[Philadelphia, Houston, Talla^v 
hassee, Cleveland, Rlch-^ 
Imond, Hbopewell, end Pe -}| 
^letauu ^, Va.s ' 
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■ O^r^IRMS URGED TO CtOSE 
APRIL 4 IN HONOR OF KING 

All stores and businesses in the District of Columbia 
^ will be asked by a black power group to close their doors 
on Good Friday, April 4, the first anniversary of the Rev. 
Dr. Martin L uther Jr.'s assassination. 

The annoUncement was made at the initial press con¬ 
ference of the District of Columbia Statehood Committee, 
a group formed to obtain self-government for the District 
“by whatever means necessary." 

The spokesman for the committee was the Rev. 
Douglas Moore. Committee members appearing with him 
included James Jackson, unsuccessful candidate for the 
school board; the Rev. Jesse Anderson; C. Sumner 
(Chuck) Stone; and three Eastern High School Freedom 
School students. 

In a press release Moore asked the people of Washing¬ 
ton to “make their witness to the ideals of the Resurrec¬ 
tion and tj^^eat_prophets Jesus Christ and Rev. 
fi^ ] [ ,pthPT^-King Jr. , “by celebrating a “Black Easter.” 
^he observance is to include a refusal to buy Easter finery 
in- j -tores of D.C.’s downtown plantation,” 
ment said. 
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.niajor jVfoulcm, cniy ^viih 
the symijioni of our prot<-‘' 
loii)," -Mr. Abornr.Uiy saiil, 
M'J-iij';' ihui iho rL'.'il ])rob- 
Iciu is ihat, the nation has 
‘'coni eniratcd on \ iolcnco • 
and Avc are suLuralcd with 
haic." 

^Ir. Abernathy noted 
that no day is .set aside in- 
the United Slates to honor. 

7 ) })!aok nian and l^o saj^l 
that Congress, 1)/ rnakiry;- 

jail. 15 a Ics.il holkla}, 
cdidd help blacks by "en-* 
richin" our heritase in 
Antoriea taid strengthen¬ 
ing our faith in the Uemo 
cratie. sy.stevn." 

U.S. ivc-p. John Conyers '. 


added, "we're jnsl say in', 
'l i black people in Ameri¬ 
ca just ain't gonna work 
on that clay anymore.'" 

Tile remark prompted a 
standing ovation. Uxeept 
for ids lone Negro member, 
who stood and applauded, 
members of the Georgia 
Tech Glee Club, who parti- 
ei))ated in tin* program, 
remained seated. 

Theodore Ilibbler, an 
ckicrly .sanitation worker 
f'-ci'.n Memphis, recalled 
th.it Dr. King wa.s in that 
city to give sanitation 
worker .s leadcrsliip in 
their d r i v c* h)r better 
working condiiinns when 
ab.;a.ssinatcu. 


Jr, (D-Mich.), a Negro, 
said that la.'^t year he hud 
55 sponsors for a bill 
declaring the day a holi¬ 
day and that he is again 
sponsoring, the legi.=Uition 
and has found increase^ 
support for it, ^ • 

"SaclTcI Holiday" . 


\\eJl never lorgel his 
Jeadership," Kibbler said. 
V’J ie gave his life for what 


Isom c people would call thiji 

.'least of Memphis, which i'f. 
tire sanitation workers." " 


Cleveland Uol)in.^on of 
New York, jiresident of 
the Negro American La¬ 
bor Council, .said, "It 
■ .'should be a sacred holiday \ 

in vbc sen.Mj and for the 
pui-po-’c that ^ve are here 
today." 

"\Ve don’t want anyone 
^^o beliyve we hone Con- 
*grcss "will do this," ho 
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Kut^Holtday 
Plea Pressed 
By Abernathy 

NEW YORK, Jan. 12 (UPl) 
—^The Rev. Ralph D. Aber¬ 
nathy today opened a national 
campaign to have Congress 
and the President recognize 
^.Ihe late Dr.,Martin Luth er 
Jr. as the Nation’s first 
Negro hero. 

Abernathy, at a news confer- 
I ence in Harlem, said he hopes 
to have a million signatures 
. on a petition to have King’s 
birthday, Jan. 15, declared a 
national holiday. 

’’Such a declaration,” he 
said, would give pride to the 
black people of this country 
and provide President-elect 
^ Nixon with a chance to per¬ 
form his ’’first act of atone¬ 
ment for the backward step he 
took in not appointing a Negro 
to his cabinet.” 

Abernatby^T wiu - S ucceeded 
King as president of the 
Southern Christian Leader¬ 
ship Conference,.asserted that 

I King contributed as much'to 
the Nation as Washington and 
Lincoln. 

"At no time during the 
year,” Abernathy added, "does 
this Nation pause to pay re¬ 
spect to the life and work of a 
black man.” 

He said that demonstrations 
Would be held in 250 cities on 
Wednesday to gather names 
for the petition "to be pre¬ 
sented to Congress and the 
President. 

[Associated Press reported 
that Mayor Hugh Addonizio of 
Newark, N.J., where 35 per¬ 
sons died in ghetto rioting In 
lOtiT, ordered flags flown at 
hatfslaff on all city public 
buildings Wednesday 4nd 
called on all citizens to honor 
Dr. King’s memory.] 
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CHICAGO (UFD—DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 


CHICAGO (UFD—DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.. IN HIS LAST FUBLISHED 
WORK, SAID AMERICA IS "TRAGICALLY UNPREPARED" TO SOLVE THE PROBLEMS OF 
RACE RELATIONS AND POVERTY. 

THE NEGRO LEADER SHOT DOWN IN MEMPHIS, TENN., IN APRIL SAID, 

HOWEVER, HE WAS OPTIMISTIC THAT JUSTICE FOR ALL BLACK PEOPLE WOULD COKE. 
BUT NOT "WITHOUT RADICAL CHANGES IN THE STRUCTURE OF OUR SOCIETY." 

"THE NATION WAITED UNTIL THE BLACK MAN WAS EXPLOSIVE WITH FURY 
BEFORE STIRRING ITSELF EVEN TO PARTIAL CONCERN," KING WROTE. 

"CONFRONTED NOW WITH THE INTERRELATED PROBLEMS OF WAR, INFLATION, 
URBAN DECAY, WHITE BACKLASH AND A CLIMATE OF VIOLENCE, IT IS NOW FORCED 
TO ADDRESS ITSELF TO/ACE RELATIONS AND POVERTY, AND IT IS TRAGICALLY 
UNPREPARED. 

"WHAT MIGHT ONCE HAVE BEEN A SERIES OF SEPARATE PROBLEMS NOW MERGE 
INTO A SOCIAL CRISIS OF ALMOST STUPEFYING COMPLEXITY." 

IN A "TESTAMENT OF HOPE" PUBLISHED IN THE 15TH HOLIDAY ANNIVERSARY 
ISSUE OF PLAYBOY MAGAZINE, THE NEGRO ADVOCATE OF NONVIOLENT CIVIL 
DISOBEDIENCE INDICTED PRESIDENTS KENNEDY AND JOHNSON FOR THEIR FOREIGN 
AND DOMESTIC POLICIES? URGED MORE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC POWER FOR THE 
NEGRO, AND SAID SOLUTIONS TO HIS PEOPLE’S PROBLEMS "MUST BE CONSTRUCTIVE 
AND RATIONAL" AND THAT RIOTING ACCOMPLISHES NOTHING. 

"I AM NOT SAD THAT BLACK AMERICANS ARE REBELLING," HE SAID. "THIS 
WAS NOT ONLY INEVITABLE BUT EMINENTLY DESIRABLE. WITHOUT THIS 
MAGNIFICENT FERMENT AMONG NEGROES, THE OLD EVASIONS AND PROCRASTINATIONS 
WOULD.HAVE CONTINUED INDEFINITELY. . .THESE ARE OUR BRIGHT YEARS OF 
EMERGENCE; THOUGH THEY ARE PAINFUL ONES, THEY CANNOT BE AVOIDED." 

KING, CASTRlGATED BY MILITANT BLACKS FOR MOVING TOO SLOW ON RACIAL 
ISSUES, SAID, "NO PRESIDENT HAS REALLY DONE VERY MUCH FOR THE AMERICAN 
NEGRO.* HE SAID PRESIDENTS KENNEDY AND JOHNSON RECEIVED MUCH UNDESRVED 
CREDIT FOR HELPING NEGROES. 
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DrTKn^s Rated Best 
Among Negro Leaders 


Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr., assassinated Nobel 
Peacc~Prize winner^ is the 
Negro leader that Harlem 
residents believe gave the 
most help to “the . Negro 

cause." 

Roy Wilkins, executive sec¬ 
retary of the National Asso¬ 
ciation for the Advancement 
of Colored People, leads 
among living spokesmen. 

Two extremists — Stokely 
Carmichael and H. Rap 
Brown, both termer chairmen 
of the Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee — 
rate 12th and 14th, in a poll 
of Harlem opinion for 
New York Times, listing 15 
leaders. 

The poll responses show 
Dr. King rated “very helpful” 
by 91 per cent of those inter¬ 
viewed, followed by Mr. Wil¬ 
kins, 45 per cent; the Rev. 
Ralph Abernathy, 38; Repre¬ 
sentative Adam Clayton Pow¬ 
ell, 37; Jackie Robinson, 35; 
the late Malcolm X, 31; 
A. Philip Randolph, 30; Su¬ 
preme Court Justice Thur- 
good Marshall. 30; James 
Farmer, 25; Jesse Gray 24; 
Mohammed All, formerly 
Cassius Clay, 19; Mr. Carmi¬ 
chael, 18; Bayard Rustin, 16; 
H. Rap Brown, 15; Roy In- 
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fli', If' f/'itrh . 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
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Admfs He Set Fim 


,rf^ametnus7Jh)bertson, 307 of was carrying'^an^oif can par- 
4510 Adams St., was sentenced tially fUJcd with gasoline. ' 
yesterday to serve three to He told police that his 
seven years in the'state peni- brother-in-law had been beaten’ 
tentlary for arson in the west white men two years earlier 
8i(te rioting that came in th/ and that because of the King 
wake of the assassination a slaying be thought it wasf a 
theVRev. Martin Luther Kinl “Soo^ time to get even withlhe l 
Jr.l .V ' - ..r a white mail.” < i 


I JiMge James J. Mejda of Robertson has a* record WI 
Oiminal V court impost the two previous convictions. In 
sentenw after Robertson 1961 he was placed on one year 
pleaded guilty , to arson, at- probation for petty larceny. In 
temptM arson, and possession November, 1964, he was sen- 
r fenced to serve one to three 

AHob- years in the penitentiary for 
eitsoD on April 5 after they saw burglary - ■ , 

mm fleeing from a flaming--— - ^ - 


, two-flat building at 3058 Madi- 

:aon st7^_."? .7 v-'.:.. 

;.;When arresteayTlRbbertson 


Mr. .^ 

Mr. rv..:.v:‘ny^ 
Ml. Tavo z7) ^ 

M' . ./. i 

u-.ni.. 


V-i-'.' 11. _ 4 

Mii<d ti'.nuly. _ ] 


(Indicate page, name of 
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CAUI- '''i | 

fX/S ANc. R<.In'Vl! i 

V. Ivear.tvv's camualp for ihc 
Donwcravio proi:;rif‘’»\'.al nomina-j 
lion ii »?mbvoi‘.Oii ia elinr^f's by' 

colun'.nist r>:inv Poo^>a that . 

Kcniu'tiy baii Jhvo 

n.- -v^-TViln 'LutK^^-r A-ving' s U'le- 

yV.or.e tapp^'c- 

j '’^carhOiVi* accosiitjoJi was nol • 

. aas-.vei^ direcily by Kt>nn.‘dy • 

1 Vipon li*s arrival ber^ this wcck. j 
I Wiil nls press secreiary, V'ranki 
Mj.iikiewioz, Issued a suacaient 
saying Uuil Kennedy hud avi- 
etJun-ized wire\u'ps by Uie KBI' 
only in cenuin "natioiial socur-., 

' iiy” cases. ] 

Mankicvvjoi also assemed that 
Pearson was being "u-sed" byj 
HU, Edgar Hoover, FBI director, 

, yn what, he claimed ,'>'U$ 
i|\'e?s ‘'caTnpiigu" 
llCjnC-. .. * 5 :.=--- -vl 

■ in Washir.glon. Pearson, a sup' j 
porter of Vico IVesident Hunv- 
■ phrey’s c.ind;ducy i'oi' tiie DcmoJ 
craiic nomination, said he had 
what he described us a memo. 

. bearing Kennedy’s signature, but 
did not say lit At it specifically 
, auiJjoriyj'd Upping Dr. King's 
telephone. 

‘ “I will produce eouvineing evi* 
.der.ce in due time," said Pearson. 

\ liT A rpember oi! Hoover’s staff j 
\ JsAid m Washington that Hoover-; 

I-would have no coinmont to make' 

• ion Mankiewicz* statement, 
i This is the sctjuence of events: 

Pearson said Kennedy had* 

’ - "ordered a wiretap put on the, 

phone of Dr. Manin Duihcr 
' King." 

k Hejtlsp.W'Otc that^Kenncdy, 

! as*^Ailcrney Genersl,""nrsT or* 

' Vwrvd Dr. King‘’buggcd’.U*nJjdv 

l' *^16. "Bogging” is the tenm 

i . u,*;*;d'in vcierring to installation 

j .of electi’oi'.k: listening device^, 

r ,. Pear.'^on. s.-'Scl ihe rea.son for the 
t alleged order was that King 

; "was la touch with various 

Ownmvimsis .and wa.s being ln» 

‘ flv;or.ccti by them.’' 

- Mo tups were placed then on j 
,Dr. King'sTcU'phonc, according ^ 
! \ ';to Pearson, but in October oi 
; ’ jlOG3, "Kennedy signed an order 
I for a lap 'on King's wires and 
there*ifter King's phon e conv^ 
• - monajr/a^rrpiS , 


! also wrote^ that, the 

tv'Bl submitted regular reports 
(oil Dr. King's activities until he 
Uvtis Siam, and said one report, 
dated Feb. 20 of this year, quoted ! 
lit "confidential informant’ in; 
connection with Dr. King s as- 
&erte*'l ftcquamtaneeship with aj‘ 
person in Ims Angeles. i 

Pearson also cited what he 
;^aid was an I'^BI memo dated 
fjuly T. I9ul. dealing .with the 
OTBI’s "cavesavopplng policy.' • 

! This memo, which Pearson 
suUl was signed by Courtney 
Jirvans, fornjii' a.ssistant 1^1 
director, was quoted as stating 
lhat—in the use of listening de*. 

:vices in connection with oi'gan-.^ 
'ized crime—"the strong objee* 
[tions to the utilization of tele¬ 
phone taps as contrasted to 
mien'ophone surveillances was 
Stressed-” • 

• The memo, according to Pear¬ 
son. also saic^'Thc, Attorney 
General lUich Kennedy! noted 
,ilvM he 'had apj^roved several 
•technical surveillances in con¬ 
nection with security-type in¬ 
vestigations since he took 
office. . ' 

•Upon Kennedy’s arrival here 
froir; Portland,. Mankiowicz ve- 
^lovicd vthat Kcnhedy would not 
personally discuss the matter. 
Mankiewicz, a permanent mem¬ 
ber of Kennedy’s Senatorial 
staff, then dictated this slate- 
tt.vnt: 

"Sen, Kennedy has con¬ 
tinuously .slated that at no time 
w-hile he was Attorney General 
did he approve or authorize 
any elocironic surveillance 
! pbugging"! of anyone. 

' "Pursuant to ‘ policies In cl- 


A Casper- 

Calio’nan — 
Conrad - 

• "Tt_ixj,i 5 fort unate that Drew pelt / 

I Pearson is penn/tting h».v>rK , 

t^\o be U.sed in J- Edgar Hoover's ’ 
j cominuing campaign against 
J Marlin lAdher King—now ap-S‘hlUv^‘'J-_ 
I parcntly against the memory of ,f gvef —_ 

I Martin Luther Kingj Vrotter_ 

I "Tiic inform.Ttion that Peai-L ^ ^ 

I son discusses from the alleged Hoorn 

I surveihance was developed, ac-Holmes - 

i. coMing to him, lit 1068, two APQqj^jJY _ 

J tornoys GcjiCral and one Prosi- 

( dent later and well after Pre-si- y 

dent Johnson's order forbidding 
such practices." ■ - 

An FBI spokesman said there ., . 
’would be "no comment", from - 

Dioover. I ' 

. After saying he would protluce y 

I > "convincing evUience," Pearson | 

I dictated this reply from Wash- 
I inglon lo Mankiewicz* . state- lJ 
t ment: ' 

"Finst, regarding electronic’^ 
.surveillance. I have a memoj i 
dated Aug. 17,1961. with Robert A . f 
‘ F. Kennedy’s signature on it. 

; in which he authorizes micro- 
\ phone surveillances. y) 

"Second, Ute column which I, y V 
prepai-ed quotes' extensively; 
from another memo dated July t c • : 

7, 1961, In which he IKonned^ 1 

.•^ays he would like to^y<’e A li^t. 

i oF^uMr^cihnical .survciUaitc>fe. * - 
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1 that l'.e.'Vf>ukl like Ih?::- — 

I overdo him por^^onally ami Jhat. 

» ho had apr-^’^vi-d wvcral loehm- 
\ cai 5iu‘Vi'‘ulhiu*0i»* 

t ' -In cGnru*oi.t*n wi'l.h ihc chai'R« 

jI uhat 1 am omih.uiing X. 

1 ^ TMartin lauher Kmg. tJio Xatl ih 
\ i'lhai I havo pn.lxvbly wn th , 

I Uno. 1 newsp;iper entic oi X 
i ' lloovor. 

1 ■ “At no time hav« 1 talked to 

1 iWn a pcrsunal Inend ot Dr- 
t 'J^nVovir a pariaO •>‘“'^“1 

' years. . 

; “He has boon 

• ',my house and canto to VVwash- 
V„pon last July as 

■\Vi"vivs president of the 
NAACP, and Dick Ck^S^-y^. " 

„ discu^-aid.ronv'.^™ b-t. rdy. 
proh^ms ovvr which I P-c. 
i sidCKi-” . . 

; Mankiowlcz. before 
lithe sioromont for 
\iMid that he believed 
*‘ment Pearson Ciauned 
i' Kcn:-.cdy-a algnalm-e was a d^- 
I un'ent requiring the then 

c:mpZ 

iStv to lease lines during an 
j'?B'l investigation ol 
Racketeering.' a“«. 

!' ne h u id see n a copy ol ; 

I jnehtr' 7 _—d/u—- 
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^ SEEDS OF VIOLENCE — The murder of Dr . Marlin Lut h 
j'^ina Jr., was a senseless, tragic act. We have de: 

for his family and for all who were close to him. 
Tlereare no. conceivable circumstances under which murd 
can toe condoned. But the slaying of Dr. King was ri 


|l unexpected. While he professed to be dedicated to nc 
|| violence, violence followed almost all of his widely herald 


it 


wolf IWI Ul.awi 

His slaying was a lawless act. But Dr. King conducted I 
civil rights campaign on a premise of lawlessness. H_e_d e_fi 
court injunctions, he violated local ordinances, he disrupted t 


orderly functioning of city governments throughout the land. 


Uo anri nrnmiiinntAd the shockino COnCODt tha' 

1 lO wjwwsww %i< ----- - - • - 


a law was morally wrong an individual had the right to bre 
that law. , 

Felix Frankfurter, who during his tenure of the Suprei 


Court bench was considered one of the most liberal iur_i5.t s, su 

on nan Ka allnuuart tft riAtAfmina for himSOlf whal 


l aw>pverv man can. That means first chaos, then tyranri y. 


Cp^Bos] if not tyranny, has indeed gripped the country. 

King was a man of great strength and persuasivent 
but his contribution to the civil rights movement is open 


...nntlnn TUa nonLln/i an/4 Inntinn nf mflinr cittAS throiioh. 

mitgailfUM. t MC oqVi\Hiy MIIW •** * ■»' - --- 


the country certainly does not contribute to an easing of rac 


tensions. 


His cl^se affinity with the Southern Conference Educatio 
Fund (identified by both House and Senate Comminees a 


_ in «hA CmifHl At KaaI in^onoruc 

inajui VWI wi^aip sn ww%****f ---• 


with Americanism. "• 

Following his untimely and violent death.President John: 
ordered all flags to be flown at half mast and prociairr 
Sunday, April 7, as a day of national mourning for Dr. Ma 


Kii *hA PrAsi/iAnt AlAUAtAd Dr. K 

' to the status of a heroic' martyr. Does it fo(low_thfln!lhflI-' 


Iin t 


ueatfi .^ 

preached to his people, in the'etr^ujsl 
that there Is'! a right and wrOQO^)^ 

t matter how reTognifr^.'^us^ 
wthd»6pie6p.a.*fe 
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S!4aw TO HON^-^G 

I An all-star package of entert^6rs will participate in a . 
j tribute to the Rev, Martin Luther^_King_Jj'. at the Sylvan 
, Theater on the grdUlTds^brtfie Wasliington Monument Sunday 
.in a program designed for vacationing District youngsters. 

I . The show, from 2 to 7 p.m., is titled “An Offering of 
* Ijove and Peace:” 

It will feature local as well as national performers, 
including Nancy Wilson, Ray Charles, Chris Connor, Roberta 
Flack, the Buck Clayton and Marshall Brown Quintet, the^f 
Sidewinders, the Eddie Henderson Quintet, Chad Mitchell,- ' 
the Fabulous Embraceables, and other jazz, gospel, blues,,' 
rock ‘n’ roll, and folk performers. ■ , 

The show was put together rather hurriedly by Tony ‘ 
Taylor, owner of the Bohemian Caverns nightclub. “It’s a 
real opportunity for the people and the entertainers to come 
together in a tribute to Dr. King,” Taylor said. 

“All of the entertainers are donating their time. Some 
couldn’t make it and sent their regrets. For examnle, Rill 
Cosby was invited but wired saying he will be doing the same 
thing in Detroit Sunday.” 

The show will climax the Easter week program, mainly 
for youths of Mayor V?alter E. Washington’s new youth unit. 
The unit has sponsored a week of activities ranging from 
movies and picnics to the James Brown television show. 

Others scheduled to appear are the Ray Bryant trio, the 
Colemaneers Gospel Singers, the vaudeville team of Hines, 
Hines and Dad, the Dave Alldns' trio, the New Bre^ avant 
gjfiie quartet, and the New World Singers.', k —, « 
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Leiiers to the Editor-of The Tinw&j^ 'LJ^ 


Dr. King’s Path 

To the Editor; 

• Amid the shock (hat be¬ 
numbed us all there were a few 
voices that refused to share in 
the grief at the death of Martin 
Luther King. A sheriff from the 
South, a Senator in Washington 
and a foreign voice from South 
Africa were quick to point out 
that he had it coming. Or, as 
they put it. "He preached non¬ 
violence, but wherever he went 
he aroused violence." 

In a perverted way they are 
pointing at a truth that is all 
too easily overlooked by the 
masses who merely express 
shock and amazement at what 
happened. 

Dr. King himself knew very 
well that he "had it coming.” 

It was no surprise to him. The 
sooner we understand that, the 
better off we are, for the real 
danger is that the whole epi¬ 
sode will be buried in a cloak 
of sentimentality, with cries of 
pity for so innocent a man. 

Dr. King was neither inno¬ 
cent nor is he to be pitied. He 
deliberately became allied to 
the very tough and clear-eyed 
power of love, the kind that 
reaches to the dark hiding 
places of prejudice, fear and 
hatred, calling them into broad 
daylight to be judged and shown 
for what they are, the forces of 
death and destruction. 

It is in truth the only way 
to clean up the whole hypocrit¬ 
ical mess. Prejudice never will 
be overcome unless it is given 
a chance to test its strength 
and permitted to see its ugly 
face. 

The fact that "wherever Dr/' 
King went he aroused violenpe'' 
only can mean one thine/ the 
fact that there was lo^of it 
wherever he went. X 

Gerari</Van Dvk 

Accord, N.X. Ahnril, 1968 
The writer is nu’nisicr of 
RocfWSl^r ffejormed Cnufbh. ^ 


L. 


Passage of Rights Bill 

To the Editor: 

The New York Times calls 
the passage of the civil rights 
bill a ‘Triumph for Civil Rights 
. . .” [Editorial April 11.] The 
principle of open housing is 
now established. The black man 
in America can now see visible 
evidence of progress. 

Time was when he was con- 
•stitulionally considered as be¬ 
ing three-fifths of a man. Now 
the figure has risen to 80 per 
cent. May I ask the nonblack 
reader what he would do or 
how he would feci if another 
hcneiTTiWi nee impfl!!L'ii' lh?S 

status on h im? < . % 

How 1 feel as a black man is 
not fit to print. But in the spirit 
of such steady progress as we 
are experiencing, may I say 
what you so earnestly want to 
hear: Thank you, democratic 
white masters, for your kind 
efforts on our behalf. We^will r 
overcome. OlivjwT^eos - 

fT - -i^i.uu ^yn, Ap^iLiiy-W^ 

'"Baala^of W^ClfsTC 
To the Editor: ^ 

In his letter . on "Property 
Rights vs. Individual's Welfare” 
(April 15), Prof. Bernard H. 
Ross of American University 
commended the Washington, 
D . C., Met ropolitan P» l i t.e ’ fo r*- 
e3rercislng^"a great deal oTre- 


straTnr^in their efforts to end 
the recent riots and arson that 
struck this city in the wake of 
Martin Luther King's assassina¬ 
tion. 

While it is undoubtedly true 
that greater force could have 
been brought to bear, with the 
resultant loss of more lives and 
Ic.ss merchandise and pcr.sonal 
property, 1 feel that Profe.ssor 
Ro.s.s may be guilty of a serious 
bit of nonreasoning when he 
a.sserls that if the concept of 
private properly were more fre¬ 
quently subordinated to the 
welfare of the Individual “it 
might have a positiSTs-effect on 
Antcds:£n_political, social and 
economic life." 


Thfe-sbwious lacuna , in^ this 
line of reasoning is, ui iiiyOpin- 
ion; how does anyone go about 
separating private property 
from the welfare of the indi¬ 
vidual? Without private prop¬ 
erty, there can be no individual 
welfare, as any slave through¬ 
out the world's long history 

. could tell us. -■ 

I Apfil lb, 1968 
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PRINCETON, N.J., April 15 Dr. Martin'T^uther King, tiheinanoe-d in by $200,000 

(UPI)—^Returning Negro veterC\Vb<>dro#Milson National Fcl ; from the ' 

ans will be able to attend grad ' lowsh-l^ ' FoundaUon an-, tion which made 
uate or professional schooT nounced todgy— April 4 only boars betore^r. 

" • • ' ^King was assassinated. 
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MARTIN LUTHE R 
iING. JR. was a fighteir'IST 
foality and racial justice. 

We will all cherish our memo¬ 
ries of tilts great man. I recall 
inarching witili him in Selma 
and in Mississippi, and I 
worked closely wUi him for 
years. Most ol us will always 
keep the memory of his *T 
Have a Dream" speech at the 
1963 March on Washington. 

He had a dream of a democratic society in 
whicli while people and Negroes worked together 
for peace and justice. He had a dream of hope 
and beauty, and he had a iTsion of w'hat we cotdd 
all become when we free ourselves from hate. 

But our society is too sick to share that dream, 
and he w-as brutally struck down by an assassin. 


We must, instead, rededlcate ourselves to the 
ideals for which he fought. We who believe with 
him in non-violence have been dealt a mortal 
blow, but we’ve got to redouble our efforts to 
prove that H can work. 

The day after his assassination I saw' the huii 
and the shock on the faces of people in the 
sheets. Whites and Negroes were unit^ that day 
in pain and in a sense of personal loss. There 
were others too — those who used his death to 
UhA and to veiA their anger in the streets. Their 
actions were committed in his name, but were 
acts against his memory. 


He preached non-violence. It was his creed, 
and he was its symbol. It would be a tragic 
betrayal to turn our backs on this philosophy 
today. His death brought anger and disgust to the 
hearts of all men of good will, but these emotions 
must be repressed and channeled into other ave¬ 
nue. If we do othei-wTse. he will have died in 
vain. 

Non-violence gave hls life its meaning, and 
We’ve got to resist tliose among us who vid.sh to 
get down to the level of his murderer. He lived 
by words and actions of peace, and we can’t 
b Hr-ay his memory by worsh^ing the god 
vengeiiSilTBr and hatred. 


But he must not have died in vain. We — 
Negroes and Whiles — must create a living me¬ 
morial to his memory'.We have to sftamp out the 
racism that took his life. 

I fear for tills nation. It is divided; it is racist; 
it lives by the gun and the bullet, A Civil Rights 
Bill is held up in Congress. A Riot Commission 
Report pointing to while racism and the terrible 
economic and social deprivations faced by 
Negroes as being the causes of our domestic cri¬ 
sis is ignored. Noticing has happened to change 
things. Dr. King will not have died in vain If 
his tragic death moves Americans from seeing 
race relations as a spectator sport to becoming 
involved in the fight for justice. They’ve got to 
fight for the things Dr. King fought for — open 
housing, anti-poverty measure.s, a national reded¬ 
ication and reconstruction, and, as his deatii so 
of ti^ gieallv demonstrated the need. Federal piotec- 
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Rededication 

aPR. martin L UTHER 
C KING, JR, was a fighter for 
cqntrtttr^ racial justice. 

We will all cherish our memo¬ 
ries of this great man. I recall 
marching with him in Seima 
and in Mississippi, and I 
worked closely with him for 
years. Most of us w'ill alw’ays 
koop the memory of liis "I 
Have a Dream” speech at the 
1963 March on Washington. 

He had a dream of a democratic society in 
which wihtc people and Negroes worked together 
for peace and justice. He had a dream of hope 
and beauty, and he had a vision of what w’e could 
all become when we fi^ ourselves from hate. 

But our society is too sick to share that dream, 
and he was brutally struck down by an assassin. 

He preached non-violence. It was his creed, 
and he was its symbol. It would be a tragic, 
betrayal to turn our backs on this philosophy 
today. His death brought anger and disgust to the 
hearts of all men of good will, but these emotions 
must .be repressed and channeled into other ave¬ 
nues. If we do otherwise, he will have died In 
vain. 

Non-violence gave his life its meaning, and 
we’ve got to resist those among us wiwVish to 
get dowm to the level of his murderer. He lived 
by words and actions of peace, and we can't 
betray his memory bj^jEOt^’lplng the gods of 
vengeance and halrtST 


Whitney M. You!^ Jr. 


We must, instead, rededicate ourselves to the 
ideals for which he fought. We who believe with 
him in non-violence have been dealt a mortal 
blow’, but we've got to redouble our efforts to 
prove that It can work. 

The day after his assassination I saw the hurt 
and the shock on tile faces of prople in the 
streets. Willies and Negroes were unit^ that day 
in pain and in a sense of personal loss. There 
were other's too — those who used his death to 
loot and to vent tiieir anger in the streets. Their 
actions were committed in his name, but were 

acts against his memory. 

(: * * 

Hut he must not have died in vain. W'e — 
Negroes and whites — must create a living me¬ 
morial to his memory'.We have to stamp out tti« 
racism that took his life. 

I fear for tiiis nation. It is divided; it Is 
racist: it lives by the gun and the bullet, 
’ Tlie C1V, i 1 Rigjito bill was too long de¬ 
layed in Congress. A Riot Commission 
Repoil pointing to while racism and the terrible 
economic and social deprivations faced by 
Negroes as being the caases of our domestic cri¬ 
sis is ignored. Nothing has happened to change 
things. Dr. King will not have died In vain If 
his tragic death moves Americans from seeing 
race relations as a spectator sport to becoming 
involved in the fight for justice. TTieyVe got to 
fight for the things Dr. King fought for — open 
housing, anti-poverty measures, a national reded* 
ication and recons^clion, and, as his death so 
tragically demonstrated the need, Federal protec¬ 
tion for civil rights worker s.' » 
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